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Honoring Our Veterans with a Heartrending Missing Man Table Performance
Join us on November 15th to honor our veterans. You will have front row seats to what
will be an emotional Missing Man Table
performance. If you have not
taken part in this ceremony,
now is your chance!
For those who don’t know,
“the Missing Man Table, also
known as the Fallen Comrade Table, is a place of honor, set up in military dining
facilities of the U.S. armed forces and during occasions such as service branch birthday balls, in memory of fallen, missing, or
imprisoned military service-members.
Beyond permanent displays in dining facilities, in recent years, the ceremony has

been frequently performed in conjunction
with Veterans Day and Memorial Day services. When presented in a dining-in or service ball, a narration given to the
audience explains the symbolism
of each item.” (Retrieved November 1, 2017: https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Missing_man_table,1, 2017).
Also on tap for our November
luncheon is a brief gun safety
presentation by Gary Witt.
The election of our club’s 2018/2019 officers
also will take place. The Nominating Committee announced their slate of candidates in
the October 2017 newsletter. It also is possible to make Nominations from the floor.

Join Us On November 15th!
11:00 a.m. Social
11:30 a.m. Program/Lunch

Grayhawk Golf
Club:
8620 East Thompson Peak
Parkway, The Fairway
House, Scottsdale
Right & Bright was a tremendous
success! Go to pages 4, 5 and 6
to see what you missed if you
were not able to attend. Thanks
to so many generous supporters
of our event, our endowment is
close to being fully funded!

On the Menu:
• Sliced Turkey Breast
with Cranberry Relish
• Mashed Potatoes
• Garden Vegetables
• Pumpkin Pie
• Coffee/Tea/Wine Bar

REMINDER! The cost of the luncheon is $35 whether you are paying credit card, check or
cash! AND please note our new policy: your reservation MUST be made by Thursday,
November 9th at midnight. Please honor this policy!

To make a reservation for our luncheon, contact us by email: pvrwlunch111@yahoo.com.

President’s Message
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We’re All Amazing!
munity Church in South Phoenix and holding monthly
Reading Parties

The past couple of months have been a very busy and quite
rewarding time period for Palo Verde Republican Women.
At the National Federation of Republican Women's 39th Biennial Convention held in September in Philadelphia, Palo Verde RW was given the Diamond Achievement Award which is
the highest level conferred.

•

Made a $100 donation and attending the Emancipation
Proclamation Celebration put on by the AARC: Arizona
American African Republican Club

•

Shoe Box Ministries—donated purses, accessories and
toiletries to Homeless Shelters so children can give a gift
to their Mothers on Mother's Day

At the Arizona Federation of Republi• Shop with a Cop—donated $2000 and many members
can Women's 2017
helped wrap packages
Biennial Convention
• Donated $500 to the Joe Foss Institute
held in October, Palo
• set up an Endowment Scholarship Fund
Verde RW was preto the Center for Political Thought and Leadsented with four
Jan Stephenson, Presiership at Arizona State University to provide
awards. We received
dent of Palo Verde
2 $1000 scholarships per year in perpetuity
the Turquoise Award for
Republican Women
to conservative students. We held a Right
the highest level of club
and Bright Gala Event where we raised $17,
achievement in 2016885 to bring the total in the Endowment
2017. We were judged #1 in the State Caring
for America Achievement Award for LargeJan Stephenson (right) accepting the Fund to $31, 597. Our goal is to raise
size Clubs. We came in second in the Club
Turquoise award at the AzFRW Con- $50,000 within 5 years. We will give our
Campaign Award given for Volunteer Hours. vention in Mesa, Arizona on October first scholarship in the Fall of 2018.
We also placed Second in the Club Newsletter 28th. Also pictured, Sherry Pierce
• Donated $6000 and cleaning products
from Mesa RW (left) and Leona
Award.
to Fisher House in Tucson
Johnston, AzFRW Awards chair.

Both the NFRW Diamond Achievement Award
and the AzFRW Turquoise Achievement Award are based on
points earned in five categories: Club Function, Membership
Development, Programs, Community Relations and Campaign Activities.

•

Under Club Functions, our club publicized our meetings and
activities through our outstanding newsletter, webpage,
email, Facebook, Constant Contact and other social media
networks. Both Cheryl Pelletier and Kelly Sallaway are responsible for these functions.

Palo Verde RW volunteered hundreds upon hundreds of
campaign hours to help elect Republican Candidates. We
received the “Team Player Award” from the Arizona Republican Party for our support for the AZGOP 2016 Phone Bank.

Membership in Palo Verde RW has grown to 150 which makes
us the second largest club in the state. Sherry Gray has overseen our recruitment and development. Activities that have
helped recruit new members are our monthly Current Events
Discussion Group and Happy Hour—Politics Uncorked.

Palo Verde RW is an active club that volunteers campaign
time to elect Republican candidates, educates our members
about pertinent political issues, both local and national, participates in charitable activities to help those in need, and
supports the military, both active duty and veterans.

Outstanding Programs have also played a role in our growing
membership. Roberta Heine has done a remarkable job lining
up major-league programs.

We have been recognized for our achievements! We, together, can achieve anything!

The charitable activities in which we have participated or donated to in 2016-2017 include:
•

Set up a Library at the African American Bethesda Com-

• Donated $900 to Honor Flight to send
WWII and Korean War Veterans to Washington, D.C. To
see their monuments

Donated about $5000 to Wreaths Across America to
place Christmas wreaths on the graves of Veterans

I look forward to seeing you at our November meeting
where we will be honoring our Veterans.
Best regards,

Jan

Right & Bright a Smashing Success!
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Ladies, it is with great pleasure that I tell you that our Right & Bright event – which I’m sure you will hear all about from President Jan
– was beyond successful. The purpose of the event was to fund the first part of our Endowment, or $25,000, for a scholarship to be
awarded in September 2018.
We had some terrific live and silent auction items available and those generated $7,000 on Saturday evening, and our terrific event
sponsors donated over $12,000. After all of the invoices were paid for the event, we have been able to surpass our goal of $25,000
and have $32,000 in the Endowment fund at Arizona State University to benefit students attending the Center for Political Thought &
Leadership.
We will be hosting more events to reach our $50,000 goal and provide two yearly scholarships. More news to come! Thank you all for
your support! Job well done!

Joan Lang

Right & Bright was the result of an incredible team effort. Special thanks to Joan Lang,
Colleen Goodrich, Kelly Sallaway,
Lori Mollin, Jan Stephenson, Liz VanValin,
Ron Grove, Nancy Jacobsen, Ellie Otto,
Sherry Gray, Tracy Gray, Nancy Pryor,
Jeanne Johnson, Donna Keshtkar,
Anita Rodriguez, Eileen Fiedler and
Cheryl Pelletier. And, thanks to our sponsors—be sure to check out the sponsor list
below. Last but certainly not least, thanks to
Dr. Critchlow and the ASU Political Thought
& Leadership team for your partnership! We
couldn’t have done it without you.

The Right & Bright Program and Sponsors

Right & Bright a Smashing Success!
Many thanks to Dinah Schwarz and Yvonne Cahill for all of these terrific photos.
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Right & Bright a Smashing Success!
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Wreaths Across America
Please Join Palo Verde Outreach and
Palo Verde Republican Women on
Saturday, December 16, 2017
National Memorial Cemetery of Arizona
23029 North Cave Creek Road, Phoenix, Arizona

To Honor

our Veterans by laying a wreath on the
grave of a fallen American Hero. This is our chance to
show our appreciation and our gratitude for those who defended America so that each of us could live in freedom.

To Honor

those who gave their all to make the world a

safer place.

To Honor

all those who went in harm’s way to save a
child, carry a wounded soldier to safety or to take a beachhead.

To Honor

those who gave their lives so that all Americans could live in peace.

To Honor

the families who gave their sons, husbands,

fathers, brothers and best
friends so that all Americans
could be the LAND OF THE
FREE AND THE HOME OF
THE BRAVE.

Freedom is Not Free
It always comes with great sacrifice. Let us honor their Sacrifice.
Please arrive no later than 9:30
am. The ceremony starts at
10:00 am; wreaths places immediately following.
For questions or more information call Joan Lang— 480.703.4016 or Michelle
Creveling—480.528.4085.

Dr. Kelli Ward’s Campaign Kickoff and the AzFRW Convention

Left to right: Palo Verde RW member
Yvonne Cahill, Steve Bannon and Dr.
Kelli Ward.

Many members of Palo
Verde RW attended the
AzFRW Biennial Convention, 2017 in Mesa. Our
club was the recipient of
numerous awards (read
President Jan Stephenson’s letter for all the
details). Members Linda
Rizzo and Cheryl Pelletier,
plus associate member
Allison Mary also attended
Thursday, October 26th’s
special Parliamentarian
class.
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On October 17, Dr. Kelli
Ward, candidate for U.S.
Senate, kicked off her campaign with some heavy
hitters including Steve Bannon, executive chairman of
Breitbart News and talk
show host and now Fox
News star Laura Ingraham.
Over 40 media organizations were on hand to report on this event as well.
Thanks to Yvonne Cahill
who was on hand to meet
with Mr. Bannon.

Jewelry Sales and Club Elections!
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Our Christmas Project:
SHOP WITH A COP
A group we strongly support is the Scottsdale
Police Department. “Blue Lives Do Matter”!
One way we confirm this support is by participating in their outreach program “Shop with a
Cop”. There are two ways you can support this
program.
• Make a monetary donation. Police officers from each department select the
teens and children who they know need help. They are invited to breakfast at
Scottsdale Community College where they play games and visit with Santa and
Mrs. Clause (played by Palo Verde members Bob and Kathy Littlefield). Each child
will then be transported to Walmart and given $100 to shop for Christmas gifts.
Each child will be accompanied on this shopping spree by a Cop. The number of
children they can invite depends on the amount of money they raise. This program is our primary Christmas project. AZLEOS (Arizona Law Enforcement Outreach and Support) also includes law enforcement and military families. Please
be generous with your donations. At our November meeting , we will make available a basket where you can place your contributions.
th
• Volunteer to come to Walmart on Saturday, Dec. 9 at about 8:00 am to help
wrap packages. It is a great experience and will surely put you in a holiday
mood! Just seeing the sparkle in these children's eyes will make you feel stupendous!
Let's show the Scottsdale Police that we support them with our time and treasure!

Announcing Our 2018/2019 Slate
of Officers!
In November, Palo
Verde RW will elect candidates to serve as officers of the
Club from January 2018 through December 2019.
(This article originally ran in our September issue.)

In November, the Palo Verde Republican Women Nominating Committee will bring forward the following Slate of Officers :
President:
1st Vice-President (Programs):
2nd Vice President (Membership):
3rd Vice President (Community Service):
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Cheryl Pelletier
Diana Tull
Sherry Gray
Jan Stephenson
Liz Van Valin
Theresa Funk

Please get to know these ladies and vote at the November meeting! Nominations also will be taken from the
floor.

October Luncheon Recap
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Our October luncheon featuring Dr. Larry Schweikart, author, professor and musician was an entertaining one! Dr.
Schweikart regaled us with stories from his experiences working with the Trump campaign. He knew before almost
any one else that Donald J. Trump would beat Hillary Clinton! KKNT Sunday evening radio show host Debbie Georgatos spoke to us about her new Sunday show, America Can We Talk? And member Cindy Hill talked about the upcoming Shop with A Cop event. If you’re interested in helping with this event, please contact Jan Stephenson.

Photos courtesy of Kelly
Sallaway. Thank you so much!

Political Education and Legislative Action

CAMPAIGN SEASON IS ON—IT’S
A PROCESS—GET READY TO WIN
1. VOTER REGISTRATION—Make sure you are properly
registered. If you have moved, even down the street or
across the hall, you must re-register and fill out the form
completely. Important: Even though you have been a
registered Republican all your life, YOU MUST CHECK
THE BOX WHEN RE-REGISTERING OR YOU WILL NO
LONGER BE CONSIDERED A REPUBLICAN. Instead, you
will become a PND (Party Not Determined).

2. SIGN CANDIDATE PETITIONS—After filing with the
Secretary of State, this is the first step to a candidate
qualifying for the ballot. The number of signatures required varies with the office and population served. Signing a petition does not obligate the signer to anything—
time, donation, future vote—nothing. If a candidate
does not obtain enough signatures, he/she pays a solicitor to get them—a waste of time and resources.
When signing petitions, consider this: YOU MAY SIGN AS
MANY PETITIONS AS THERE ARE OPEN POSITIONS for
that particular office.

For the five state offices (Governor, Secretary of State,
etc.)—one for each office.
For State Senate—one.
For State Assembly—two.
For U.S. Senate—one.
For U.S. Congress—one.
For Scottsdale City Council—three.
Many petitions will be available for signing at the November luncheon—next to the luncheon sign-in table.
Please stop by. A petition placed on the table at a club
luncheon IS NOT AN ENDORSEMENT of that candidate
by the club. The club does NOT endorse for the Primary.
After the Primary, of course, we are all in for the Republican in the General election. Please vote! Once a Democrat gets in, it is easier to get re-elected. Because once
the office is held through multiple cycles, it typically remains in an incumbents hands. We CAN’T let that happen. Even if a Republican is running unopposed, vote the
Republican. Number show strength.

Paula Linker
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The Legalization of Recreational
Marijuana is Back on the Ballot.
We beat them before and we have to do it again.
But this measure will be even tougher to smack
down because of all
the money behind
the pro-legalization
side.
We will be all hands
on deck for this one.
As the grassroot citizen organization’s
adamantly opposed
to this begin requesting help,
please do so. There will be a great need for
writing postcards and making phone calls. As help
is requested, please help were you can. And forward help requests to your email lists. We don’t
want to become the next Colorado!
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Getting to Know Member Joan Lang
Joan Lang is currently third vice president (Outreach and Community Service) of Palo Verde RW. She was president of
our club for five and a half years (preceding Jan Stephenson) as well as second vice president, Membership of AzFRW
for one term. Plus so much more! And Joan was instrumental in ensuring the grand success of our recent Right &
Bright event (see pages 3-5).

Are you married? Yes, to Warren Lang, for 45 years.
Children? Two: Shannon is an
attorney in Houston, Texas and
Brad is an architect in Los Angeles. They are both workaholics and unmarried.
Any pets? Two delightful
“Grand-dogs,” plus we have
two ourselves: Otto and Mickey
and two horses, Lacey and Jesse.
Hobbies? Riding my horses,
and cooking – I love to cook!

approached me and asked if I would run for
membership chair….as I recall, I
said I would think about it, but
at the Christmas luncheon my
name was called up with the
other newly installed board!
After that I became President
of the club as well as a Precinct
Committeeman and on and
on… I am ready to concentrate
on our Endowment for the next
few years and let some new,
energetic ladies take over!

School and career? I graduated
from the University of Arizona
(UofA). After settling here in
Scottsdale in 1990 we opened
our design business, Marlowes
Interiors. We retired from that
in 2012 after 18 years.
Where are you from originally? What brought you to Arizona? How long have you lived
here? I am a fourth generation
Arizonan. My family came here
in the 1890’s and homesteaded
in Cochise County. The foundations of our original home is
From top to bottom: Joan and Warren
still standing in Carr Canyon,
Lang; Joan’s horse Lacey; and Warren’s
and one of my great uncles
home’s is available for tours in horse Jesse.
Ramsey Canyon. It’s one of the
Arizona Historical Homes.
amazing country.
Warren was an Air Force Officer when I met and married him. We lived the “vagabond” life for 24 years
and finally came home for good in 1990.
What got you involved in politics? How involved are
you in politics? I got involved with politics when a client of mine took me to my first Palo Verde RW
meeting! I could not believe how welcoming and nice
all of the ladies were. After my third meeting, a lady

Please let us know anything
else about you that you wouldn't mind sharing with us.
I have had a blessed life. I am
an Arizona native, but also an
Army brat. I have lived all over
the world and because of that I
really have a deep love of my
country. I was born in Tokyo,
grew up in Paris and Rome
where I graduated from high
school. Every time I came back
to the United States, be it for
summers in Douglas, Arizona
or for college, I always remember landing in New York and
having a feeling of being safe. I
love studying American History
and learning about my ancestors who fought to create this
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Americanism

Notes on America
Carol Peters/Americanism Chair
The holiday season is just about upon us… it seems
like we just finished the last one. At this rate and
before we know it, April 15 tax time will be here!

11/7/1874: A cartoon by Thomas Nast in Harper's
Weekly was the first to depict the Republican party as an
elephant
11/10/1928: Notre Dame football coach Knute Rockne
Special dates and observances in November are:
told his team: "Win one for the Gipper"
11/11/1918: World War I ended with the signing of an
11/5: Daylight Savings Time ends
armistice in France
11/7: Election day
11/13/1982: The Vietnam Veterans Memorial was dedi11/17: Veterans Day
cated in Washington, D.C.
11/23: Thanksgiving Day
11/15/1939: President Franklin D. Roosevelt laid the
On Saturday, November 17 we will observe Veterans cornerstone of the Jefferson Memorial
Day. This is the day when we all should remember
11/17/1800: Congress convened for the first time in
our dear veterans who have served in our nation's
Washington, D. C.in the partially completed Capitol buildarmed services. We owe them so much and we
ing
thank them. Their honor, courage, faith and desire
11/19/1863: Abraham Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg
to protect our freedom is truly remarkable. We are
Address
indebted to them and their families and also to
11/22/1963: John F. Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas
those who are serving today in the cause of free11/24/1963: In Dallas, Jack Ruby fatally shot Lee Harvey
dom.
Oswald, the accused assassin of President Kennedy
11/26/1863: President Abraham Lincoln began the tradiImportant dates in American history include:
tion of an annual national Thanksgiving Day
11/1/1952: The United States exploded the first hy- 11/27/1924: The first Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade
was held in New York City
drogen bomb at Eniwetok Atoll in the Pacific
11/30/1782: In Paris, the British sign a preliminary trea11/3/1964: Incumbent president Lyndon B. Johnson defeated Republican challenger Barry Goldwater ty recognizing American independence
11/5/1889: Wyoming citizens approved the
first state constitution granting full voting rights
to women
In 1985, President Ronald Reagan gave what is sometimes referred to as a Veterans Day Prayer speech at
Arlington National Cemetery. He spoke a great deal
of the sacrifices made by our veterans, including that
of their lives:

Peace fails when we forget what we stand for. It
fails when we forget that our Republic is based
on firm principles, principles that have real
meaning, that with them, we are the last, best
hope of man on Earth; without them, we're little
more than the crust of a continent.
President Ronald Reagan

About The Patriot Newsletter
The Patriot is published for Palo Verde RW club members and interested friends. It is emailed in color or
sent via the United States Postal Service in black and
white. The Patriot is distributed by the second week
of each month with the exception of July and August. If
you wish to submit an article, or provide content for
this newsletter, please contact Cheryl Pelletier, Editor,
at: 480.406.9227 (cell) or email Cheryl at
cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com.

Birthdays and New Members

November Birthdays!
Linda Palaferro 11/1
Marie Propp 11/2
Carol Runger 11/6
Tracey Gray 11/7

Roger Greaves 11/14
Marty Ellison 11/16
Nancy Pryor 11/16
Betty Heenan 11/18
Linda Rizzo 11/18
Jeanne Johnson 11/19
Nancy Odden 11/19
Donna Keshtkar 11/20

Lori Molin 11/20
Alex Meluskey 11/22
Edith Stock 11/22
Victoria Cuomo 11/23
Sheryl Bohlander 11/24
Tessa Watson 11/24
Kathleen Taylor 11/26
Rosemary Cudzewicz 11/28
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Welcome
New Members!
Bronwen Mole, Associate
Judy Budd, Associate

A Proud Member Of NFRW: Palo Verde Republican Women
About Palo Verde

2016/2017 Palo Verde RW Officers

Jan Stephenson
President
stephensonaz@cox.net

Republican Women

Roberta Heine

Palo Verde Republican Women was chartered in

1st Vice President, Programs
bertagreg@cox.net

January 1974 under the guidance of Mrs. Joan
Wood who became the club’s first president. Most

Sherry Gray

of the charter members had been a part of Scotts-

2nd Vice President, Membership
sbgray9999@yahoo.com

dale Republican Women, one of the most active
groups in the state of Arizona. The club eventually

Joan Lang

withdrew from the National Federation of Republican Women and member Joan Wood and others

3rd Vice President, Outreach/Community Service
wandjlang@gmail.com

who wished to remain in the Federation formed

Cheryl Pelletier

Palo Verde RW. From the beginning, Palo Verde

Secretary
cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com

RW maintained a reputation as a vigorous and active club, and has

Liz Van Valin

remained a powerful force

Treasurer-Budget
lizvanvalin@gmail.com

within the Federation to this day. We educate our
members through programs presented at our
monthly meetings (the third Wednesday of every
month—except July and August), through our
monthly newsletter (The Patriot), and by attending
AzFRW quarterly meetings.
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Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) is a member of the Arizona Federation of Republican Women (AzFRW) and the National
Federation of Republican Women (NFRW).
Annual PVRW dues are: $30 for Active Members; $25 for Associate and Pachyderm Members.
http://www.nfrw.org/

2016/2017 Palo Verde Republican Women Committee Chairs
Patriot Assistant Editors

Marjorie Collins

Americanism/Chaplain/Greeter

Carol Peters

Arrangements/Hospitality

Nancy Pryor

Awards/Hours

Jan Stephenson

Patriot Distribution

Marjorie Collins

Bylaws/Goldmine

Eileen Fiedler

Photography/Social Media

Kelly Sallaway

Community Service

Joan Lang

Political Education/Legislation

Paula Linker

Fundraiser

Anita Rodriguez

Special Events

Loralee DeSanto

Parliamentarian

Michelle Creveling

Voter Registration

Anita Rodriguez

Patriot Editor/Webmaster

Cheryl Pelletier

Roberta Heine

Wreaths Across America Application
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r the country to show our support for the 45th president of the United States. As of this writing, no word in the mainstream press about our efforts. But shockingly enough, we found this at Huffington Post: Trump Is About To Get
Thousands Of Ruthless, Hilarious Postcards. Apparently the counter-project to ours is worth reporting but not ours!
This is what we have to look forward to for the next four years.

Wreaths Across America Application
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Palo Verde Republican Women

Save the Dates! Our 2017 Program/Luncheon Schedule
June 21: Secretary of State, Michelle
Reagan/AzFRW President, Loraine Pellegrino

January 18: Dr. Donald Critchlow from
ASU’s Political Thought & Leadership
February 15: Terri Gilberg on “Bias in
the Media.”

July and August (Summer Break)

March 15: Barry Webb, Author,
“Confessions of an (ex) NSA spy: Why
America and Its Allies are Losing the War
on Terror!” And Lori Klein, Republican National Committeewoman for Arizona, will
speak briefly.
April 19: Caroline Lynch, National Security
Expert on Tweet’s, Wiretaps and Russia,
Oh My!
May 17: Conservatives Cook

September 21: Jonathan Lines, Arizona
Republican Chairman
October 18: Larry Schweikart, co-author
(with Joe Pollack of Breitbart.com) of
How Trump Won: The Inside Story of a
Revolution and A Patriot’s History of the
United States
November 15: Veteran’s Program
December 20: Annual Christmas Party

Follow Us On Twitter, Like Us On Facebook,
and Visit Our Website Regularly!
Women of Palo
Verde RW like to be
on the cutting edge.
We’ve created a
website, a Face Book
page, and a Twitter
account to help you
stay informed. Be
sure to like us on
Facebook, follow us
on Twitter, and
check
out
our
website daily for the
latest news and
commentary.

www.PaloVerdeRepublicanWomen.com

Follow us on Twitter. Our handle is
@PaloVerdeGOPWmn

Palo Verde Republican Women: Offering the spirit of Friendship to all Women who share our Republican Values

