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Can the VA Be Fixed? 
We're all aware of the scandal swirling around the VA that saw dozens - 
possibly hundreds - of veterans die while waiting to access medical care 
because of systemic fraud perpetuated by VA administrators to hide 
poor performance at Veterans Administration facilities. 

In November, Matt Dobson, Arizona State Director at Concerned Veter-
ans for America, will speak to us about this travesty and what's being 
done to reform the VA to ensure it truly works for our veterans. Be-
cause it is imperative that we demand accountability and performance from VA leadership 
to ensure that this despicable disgrace NEVER happens again. 

 

11:00 a.m. Social 

11:30 a.m. Program/

Lunch 

Grayhawk Golf Club: 

8620 East Thompson Peak 

Parkway, The Fairway 

House, Scottsdale         

NOTICE OF FEE INCREASE! The cost of the luncheon is now $27 if paying by 
credit card. Pay with cash or by check and the cost is $26.  Checks are preferred 
but credit cards are accepted.  

To make a reservation for our luncheon, contact Edith Stock by email: 
pvrwlunch@gmail.com, or call her at 480.298.7818 (cell).  

On the Menu: 

Corn Chowder with 

Turkey Apple            

Brie Wrap  

Triple Chocolate 

Mousse  

Coffee/Iced Tea/   

Wine Bar 

Join Us On November 18th! 

The PatriotThe PatriotThe Patriot   

About Matt Dobson: Mr. Dobson enlisted in the United States Army after high school and two sum-

mers of wildland firefighting with the BLM. Upon graduation from Basic Training and U.S. Army Combat 

Medic School, he was assigned to the 101st Airborne Division and deployed to Afghanistan. He later was 

assigned as training cadre at Fort Sam Houston. While there, he instructed trauma medical training to initial 

entry and current service members, as well as multiple rotations through a level one trauma center. 

Matt Dobson 

Palo Verde member and author 

Honey Levin will make a short 

presentation about her book 

and do a book signing at our 

November meeting. For more 

information turn to page 3. 

mailto:pvrwlunch@gmail.com


 

Right here in Phoenix, our VA has some of the worst 
offenders of any other VA hospital. These bureaucrats 
literally betrayed our men and women for no rea-
son...at least none that I can figure out.... 
 
It's time these folks show some accountability and if  
proven culpable for even one veterans death then the 
full weight of the justice system should be applied; 
even if this means lengthy jail terms for those found 
guilty.  
 
I'm off to the barn where sweet nickers await. I thank 
God everyday for these men and women whose sacri-
fices have allowed me the freedom to feel the rush of 
the wind through the ears of my horses! God Bless  
every one of them.    
 

Joan 
 

 

Thoughts From The Saddle… by Joan Lang,                     
Palo Verde Republican Women President 
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I am an Army brat and an Air Force 
wife!  I've moved over 40 times, 
left dear friends and made new 
ones each time.  
 
My daughter went to four High 
Schools. My son was luckier: he 
only went to two!  
 
I've lived in some really, really not 
so nice places and I've lived in 

some of the best in the world. I would not change my 
life one bit, and I owe it all to my Veteran father  and 
husband! Two fabulous men who decided to spend 
their lives for the protection of our Nation.  
 
My Dad fought in three wars: World War Two, Korea 
and Vietnam. My husband fought in one: Vietnam. 
They were lucky, neither one was wounded. Neither 
one had serious 'battle scars". I know they both would 
do it all again if given the choice. 
 
Our meeting this month is not just about celebrating 
our Veterans, men who should have the full backing of 
our government behind them, especially those with 
combat related injuries, it is also about the deplorable 
way that the Veteran’s Administration has seemingly 
gotten away with murder.  

Joan Lang, President 

of Palo Verde      

Republican Women 

Our 2016 Membership Drive Is Going 

On Now!! At our November meeting, plan on re-

newing your membership for the 2016 year. Annual 

dues are still $30 for full membership. If you are a 

member of another  Republican Women’s club, but 

want to become an associate member of our award 

winning club, annual dues are $25. For other member 

categories, please see page 17 of this newsletter. 



 

You Won’t Want To Miss Our      
December 16th Christmas Party!  
Our keynote speaker will be LIN SUE COONEY! She 
was an anchor at 12 News for thirty years. Between 
2005 and 2010, she also was a contributor to Raising 
Arizona Kids magazine. She currently works as the 
Director of Community Engagement at Hospice of 
the Valley. 

For years, Cooney, a mother of four, wrote first-
person essays for Raising Arizona Kids on everything 

from adopting her son to 
raising adventurous eat-
ers. The result is “Off 
Camera: A Collection of 
Essays About Children 
and Families.” You may 
purchase a book for Lin 
Sue to autograph—all 
proceeds go to Hospice 
of the Valley. 
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Palo Verde RW member Hon-

ey Levin has recently written 

a book entitled The Friction 

Within: How the Political Di-

vide in America Affects Per-

sonal Relationship. At our 

November meeting, Honey 

will briefly speak about her 

book and do a book signing. 

The price of the book is 

$14.99 and if purchased at the November meeting, a portion 

of the sale of each book will be contributed to Palo Verde RW. 

Joan Lang (left) and Honey Levin 

(right) at our October 2015  

meeting. 

Honey asks, “Can we hang up the gloves?” 

At our November 18th meeting, Honey will briefly talk 

about her newly published book, “The Friction Within: 

How the Political Divide in America Affects Personal 

Relationships.” We are now a nation so divided by 

politics that longtime friendships have been damaged, 

family relationships have become fragile and the sub-

ject of politics in everyday environments is virtually 

taboo. Her own negative experiences and concern for 

the country have impelled her to explore this dynamic 

in a thoughtful and impartial way. She examines this 

issue through the testimonies of twenty-eight brave 

Americans of all ages, races, religions and political 

affiliations. The reader is first presented with her own 

devastating encounter that leads to the revelations of 

those whose stories are courageously told in answer to 

her intimate questions. Some have chosen to use pseu-

donyms for fear of peer or government reprisals and 

a few are nationally known. But all have experienced 

some level of “pain” when discussing political issues 

with those on the opposite side. This is not a healthful 

quality of a free society. We can see the divide in 

Congress but to have this divide among ordinary citi-

zens--many of whom were once caring friends and 

neighbors-- does not encourage hope for America’s 

future. What can we learn from these interviews? How 

can we return to civil, respectful debate? When you 

“read” the emotional stories of these diverse and inter-

esting respondents, you will gain insight that is not pos-

sible when discussions turn into confrontations. 
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Reading Party Update! 

Jan Stephenson/3rd Vice President,     
Outreach Chair 

We have now sponsored two "Reading   
Parties" at Bethesda Community Baptist 
Church and are looking forward to our 
third.  It will be held on the 3rd  Saturday 
in November (Nov. 21) from 11-1.  We 
read stories, have an art   activity, and   
enjoy pizza, juice and cookies with the 
kids.  A good time is had by all!  If you 
would like to participate, please call Jan 
Stephenson (480-488-1139).   
 
It is surely worth your time! 
 

Fondly, 

Jan  
 

Many thanks  

to Palo Verde 

RW member 

Jeanne McGill 

for taking these 

wonderful  

photos of the 

party! 
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Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do! (cont’d) 

On October 31st, Susan Kay Schultz hosted an event at the Country Club At DC Ranch to publicize the won-
derful work being done by Arizona State University’s new Center for Political Thought and Leadership di-
rect by Donald T. Critchlow. Headlining the event was Irwin Gellman, historian and author of the book The 
President and the Apprentice. Mr. Gellman regaled the audience with stories of the interactions between 
President Eisenhower and then Vice President Richard Nixon. For anyone who has the opportunity to 
attend a future event sponsored by this new organization, do not hesitate to do so. The Center is doing 
significant work to provide research and training for the next generation of local and national leaders on 
the foundational principles of good government, civic involvement, free markets and political liberty. For 
more information, please contact Susan Kay Schultz at detailshm@cox.net or Yvonne Cahill at 
yvonne.cahill@cox.net. Or email the Center at politicalthought@asu.edu. 

Book Review “Irwin Gellman has emerged from years in the archives to tell the fascinating story of 

President Dwight Eisenhower and his relationship with his vice president, Richard Nixon. Gellman dispels 
the fog that has long enveloped this subject and casts new light on a critical Cold War presidency. Master-
fully written, The President and the Apprentice is a must-read for anyone who, like me, loves good political 
history.”—Allen Matusow, author of The Unraveling of America  

Family Promise's annual Cardboard City on October 18th   
was a huge success.  Overnight guests who created and     
decorated cardboard shelters woke up to 24 dozen donuts 
provided by Palo Verde Republican Women and coffee by 
United States Representative David Schweikert (Arizona   
Congressional District 6)! 

Irvin Gellman, author of The President and the Apprentice, 

speaks to the audience about President Nixon. 

Students and staff of Arizona State University’s Center for 

Political Thought and Leadership. 

Rep. David Scheikert  
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Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do! (cont’d) 

Campaign season is heating up! Republicans Alex Meluskey as well as Arizona State Senator Kelli Ward are running to unseat   

Republican incumbent U.S. Senator John McCain in the 2016 primary.  We were asked to help publicize the grand openings of two of   
the campaigns (advertisements pictured above). Representatives from all three campaigns attended our October meeting. Mesa RW 
member Nancy Cottle (pictured above left with AZ GOP Chairman Robert Graham’s wife and Palo Verde RW member Julia Graham, as 
well as Palo Verde RW president Joan Lang, and above right speaking to one of our members) is a campaign staffer for Kelli Ward’s    
campaign. Note: Palo Verde RW does not endorse candidates for the primary election. We provide information on all candidates so 
that our members can decide on their own. 



 

An Announcement Regarding Our 2016/2017 Officers Slate 

Palo Verde Republican Women Members, 

There has been a change to the slate of officers which was chosen by the nominating committee and sent to 
the membership on October 16th.  Below is the revised slate. The officers will begin serving on January 1, 2016 
and continue through December 31, 2017.  

 President, Jan Stephenson 
 1st Vice President, Roberta Heine 

 2nd Vice President, Sherry Gray 
 3rd Vice President, Joan Lang 

 Secretary, Cheryl Pelletier 

 Treasurer, Karen Garrett 
 Asst. Treasurer, Helene Gross 
 
Nominations from the floor will be accepted if the nominee states in writing or email to the nominating com-
mittee that if elected she will serve. The election shall be at the General Meeting on Wednesday, November 
18. No member may vote unless she has been a member for thirty days and her dues are current. Installation 
of the new officers will be held at the General Meeting on Wednesday, December 16. Further information con-
cerning the nomination process is found on pages 38 and 39 of our club roster. 
 
The Nominating Committee: 
Sherry Gray 
Judy Clouse 
Carol Peters 
Nancy Pryor 
Linda Stacey 
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Wreaths Across America! 

It’s time again to purchase one 

or more wreaths to support 

our Wreaths Across America 

project! Show your support   

of our fallen heroes by         

purchasing wreaths at our   

November meeting. For more 

information please turn to 

page 12 of this newsletter! 
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Our October speaker was Seth Leibsohn who spoke on the topic of terrorism. Mr. Leibsohn, the host 

of The Seth Leibsohn Show heard nightly on KKNT AM 960 The Patriot and the co-author with Bill 

Bennett of the book: The Fight of Our Lives: Knowing the Enemy, Speaking the Truth, and Choosing 

to Win the War Against Radical Islam said that this country is going through an amnesia. 9/11 is so 

far in the distance for so many Americans that we’ve forgotten on how much our Islamic enemies 

wish to destroy us. Said Leibsohn, “We are in the fight for our lives. It is serious as sin.” And we must 

start doing the hard work needed to ensure it is the West that is victorious, not the Islamic terrorists 

wishing to inflict Sharia law upon all of us. 

History teaches that war begins 

when governments believe the 

price of aggression is cheap. 

Ronald Reagan  

If there must be  

trouble, let it be in 

my day, that my child 

may have peace.  

 Tom Paine  

http://www.rightwingnews.com/quotes/reagan.php
http://www.rightwingnews.com/quotes/revolution.php
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Paula Linker/Political Education & Legislation Chair 

A few things to share… 
 

Petition Table 
As has been tradition, we will set up a table for ALL petitions. Depending on the weather, the table will be inside or outside. 
When you sign a petition you are not obligated to support, vote for, donate to, or work for any candidate. Candidates just 
predetermined numbers of signatures to get on the Primary ballot. You can only sign the number of petitions for office 
sought. For example: Scottsdale City Council-3, Mayor-1, State Representative-2, State Senate-1, etc.    The petitions will be 
out from now to March, except Dec. 
 

Light Rail in Scottsdale? 
I am looking for more information on this topic to send along to you. It will be sent with the PVRW-RNC postings that I dis-
tribute during the week. I am not familiar with the Arizona Progress Gazette online, but I have verified that the information 
contained in the linked article is accurate. The City of Scottsdale Transportation Commission and Transportation Depart-
ment are developing a new Transportation Master Plan. During these conversations, it was suggested to reduce Scottsdale 
Road in downtown Scottsdale from TWO LANES-per-direction to ONE LANE-per-direction. A Draft Master Plan will be pre-
pared at the Transportation Commission meetings November 5, 19, and December 19. 
  
http://arizonaprogressgazette.com/downtown-scottsdale-about-to-go-off-the-rails/ 
   

Special Arizona State Election 
AZ Special Election May 17, 2016. This is to approve Land Trust Funds to be used for education. Details to come. 

 
Unofficial Results of Scottsdale Bond Issue Election 
Wednesday morning, November 4th… enjoy the rain while it lasts...  Below are the City of Scottsdale website posting of 
unofficial Tuesday election results. Unofficial Results (Early Ballots 12 of 12 precincts reporting) 

 
 

 

 

Changes Coming to Scottsdale? 
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http://arizonaprogressgazette.com/downtown-scottsdale-about-to-go-off-the-rails/
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Help Feed the        
Hungry! 

It is November and we will be cele-

brating Thanksgiving Day soon. How  

fortunate we are! 

However, there are some families that 

aren't as fortunate as we are.  I have a 

plan.  Go to the pantry and see what you 

have.  Bring a grocery bag with you and 

if there are two cans of vegetables or 

pumpkin or whatever that can help to 

make a meal, put one or two in the bag 

and bring the bag to our November 

luncheon and place it in our St. Mary’s 

Food Bank boxes.   

They will be so thankful and this will 

make a better holiday for you.  

Anita Rodriguez 

Karen Garrett/Caring for America Chair 

Shoebox Ministries Sock Drive for the Homeless 
The Valley’s homeless and working poor need your help. It may be the 
only gift they receive this Holiday Season!  The goal is to collect 45,000 
pairs of NEW socks to warm the soles of the Valley’s homeless.  Please 
help by donating new socks at our November 18th and December 16th 

meetings. (Please check dates). 
For more information, visit their 
website: http://
www.shoeboxministry.org/2013/05/
sock-drive-2/ 

Caring for America 

 
Help a Child at Christmas! This Christmas we are 

giving to homeless children from Family Promise.  At our 

November meeting, please choose a gift tag off of our 

lovely giving tree. The gift should be wrapped or placed 

in a gift bag with tag attached and returned at our       

December meeting.  Karen Garrett is willing to pick up 

your gift if you can't attend our December holiday gath-

ering. This makes the children's Christmas special! 

 

As many of you know, the State Board of Education is currently undergoing 
a process to review Arizona's College and Career Ready Standards for Eng-
lish Language Arts (ELA) and Math. You can catch up on our past updates on 
the Standards Development Committee by clicking here. 

The comment period on the standards is now closing on November 20th. 
Please make sure you find time to go to https://k12standards.az.gov/
comment-standards and provide your comments before then. Information 
submitted by Palo Verde RW member and Fountain Hills School Board mem-
ber Edith Stock. 

http://www.shoeboxministry.org/2013/05/sock-drive-2/
http://www.shoeboxministry.org/2013/05/sock-drive-2/
http://www.shoeboxministry.org/2013/05/sock-drive-2/
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=UjlQ%2FI6%2B%2Fb8vKEyqn%2FhEP8QteVTTYoLU
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=rKe7zrTlYuni2jO9GadS2MQteVTTYoLU
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=rKe7zrTlYuni2jO9GadS2MQteVTTYoLU
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About The Patriot Newsletter 

The Patriot is published for PVRW club members and 

interested friends. It is emailed in color or sent via the 

United States Postal Service in black and white.         

The  Patriot is distributed by the second week of each 

month with the exception of July and August. If you 

wish to submit an article, or provide content for this 

newsletter, please contact Cheryl Pelletier, Editor,      

at: 480.406.9227 (cell) or email Cheryl at                   

cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com. 

 

Carol Peters/Americanism Chair 

Finally, we have fall!  November is a month that 

has several important dates to note: 
  

Nov. 1:  Daylight Savings Time ends. 

Nov. 4, 1980:  Ronald Reagan was elected President 

Nov. 6,  l984:  Ronald Reagan was re-elected President 

Nov. 9,  l989:  The Berlin Wall came down 

Nov. 10:  Marine Corps Day 

Nov. 11:  Veterans Day 

Nov. 26:  Thanksgiving Day 
 

Notable dates in American history that occurred in No-

vember include the following: 
  

11/1/1952:  The United States exploded the first hydro-

gen bomb at Eniwetok Atoll in the Pacific 

11/3/1964:  Incumbent President Lyndon B. Johnson 

defeated Barry Goldwater 

11/4/1939:  In Detroit, the Packard Motor Co. exhibited 

the first air conditioned car 

11/6/1860:  Abraham Lincoln defeated three other candi-

dates to become the 16th U.S. President 

11/8/1932:  New York governor Franklin D. Roosevelt 

defeated incumbent Herbert Hoover and became the 

32nd president 

11/10/1954: President Dwight D. Eisenhower dedicated 

Page 15 Americanism 

Notes on America  

Noteworthy! In 2015, The Patriot 

was voted the best club newsletter 

by the women of the Arizona         

Federation of Republican Women. 

the Marine Corps War Memorial (Iwo Jima Memorial) in Ar-

lington, VA 

11/12/1954: Ellis Island closed after processing more than 12 

million immigrants since opening in 1892 

11/13/1982: The Vietnam Veterans Memorial was dedicated 

in Washington, D.C. 

11/15/1939: President Franklin D. Roosevelt laid the corner-

stone of the Jefferson Memorial 

11/17/1973: President Richard Nixon famously declared 

that "people have got to know whether or not their president 

is a crook.  Well, I'm not a crook" 

11/19/1863: Abraham Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg Ad-

dress 

11/21/1620: Pilgrim leaders signed the Mayflower Compact 

(the first written framework of government in the U.S.) 

11/23/1938: Eleanor Roosevelt attended the Southern Con-

ference on Human Welfare in Birmingham 

11/25/1963: President John F. Kennedy's body was laid to 

rest in Arlington National Cemetery 

11/26/1863: President Lincoln began the tradition of an annu-

al national Thanksgiving Day 

11/29/1890: The first Army-Navy football game was played at 

West Point (Navy won 24-0) 

  

Government's first  
duty is to protect     

the people, not run 
their lives. 

 
President Ronald Reagan 
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In 2014, Palo Verde RW 

was named the Best      

Republican Club in the 

state!  We didn’t win it in 

2015 but we’ll try again         

next year! 

 
 

 

Palo Verde RW is pleased to announce our                   
NEWEST members:   

Emma Burns, Barbara Cale, Helene Gross,                     
Mary (Mickey) Horowitz, Bernadette Phillips-Garcia,   

Denise Reinsch, Lyle Reinsch, Kelly Sallaway,               
Janice Sammons, Bonnie Stallone  

Welcome to our family! We’re so glad to have you as  
part of our club!!! 



 

Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) was 

chartered in January 1974 under the guidance 

of Mrs. Joan Wood who became the club’s first 

president. Most of the charter members had 

been a part of Scottsdale Republican Women, 

one of the most active groups in the state of 

Arizona. The club eventually withdrew from 

the National Federation of Republican Women 

and member Joan Wood and others who 

wished to remain in the Federation formed 

PVRW. From the beginning, PVRW maintained 

a reputation as a vigorous and active club, and 

has remained a powerful force within the Fed-

eration to this day. We educate our members 

through programs presented at our monthly 

meetings (the third Wednesday of every 

month—except July and August), through our 

monthly newsletter (The Patriot), and by 

attending AzFRW quarterly meetings. 

2014 PVRW Officers 
Joan Lang 

President 

wandjlang@gmail.com 

Roberta Heine 
1st Vice President, Programs 

bertagreg@cox.net 

Judy Clouse 
2nd Vice President, Membership 

JCBuick58@yahoo.com 

Jan Stephenson 
3rd Vice President, Club Outreach 

stephensonaz@cox.net 

Sherry Gray 
Treasurer/Budget 

sbgray9999@yahoo.com 

Edith Stock 
Assistant Treasurer/Reservations 

eulachris1893@gmail.com 

Linda Stacey 
Secretary 

llstacey@yahoo.com 

Americanism/Chaplain  Carol Peters 

Arrangements/Hospitality Nancy Pryor 

Award Hours   Nina Natoli 

Bylaws    Eileen Fiedler  

Caring for America  Karen Garrett 

Education   Open 

Fundraising/Jewelry Sales Dee Mancini 

Community Service  Jan Stephenson 

Gold Mine   Eileen Fiedler 

Laura Bush   Colleen Goodrich 

Patriot Editor   Cheryl Pelletier 

Patriot Assistant Editors Marjorie Collins 

    Roberta Heine 

Parliamentarian  Michelle Creveling 

Political Ed./Legislation Paula Linker 

Publicity   Bette Jefferson 

Roster    Linda Stacey 

Voter Registration  Anita Rodriguez 

Webmaster/Social Media Cheryl Pelletier 

 

2014/2015 Palo Verde Republican Women Committee Chairs 

Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) is a member of the 

Arizona Federation of Republican Women (AzFRW) and the 

National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW).  

Annual PVRW dues are: $30 for Active Members; $25 for 

Associate and Pachyderm Members. 

http://www.nfrw.org/ 

https://azfrw.com/ 

About Palo Verde                      

Republican Women 
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Palo Verde Republican Women: Women Having Fun While Advancing the Conservative Cause. 

 January 21 Yvonne Cahill, Co-Chair of 

ASU’s Center for Political Thought and Leadership. 

 February 18 ASU Adjunct Law Professor 

Charles A. James to speak on  Federalism. 

 March 18 Frank Riggs, President & CEO of 

Joe Foss Institute. 

 April 15 Debbie Moak, NotMyKid, and Seth 

Liebsohn, radio host   (9-11 PM, Monday thru Friday, 

KKNT 960 AM, The Patriot) writer, editor, policy, po-

litical, and communications expert.   

 May 20 Arizona State Senator Kelli Ward. 

 

Save the Dates! Our 2015 Program/Luncheon Schedule 

Palo Verde Republican Women 

 June 17th Nick Dranias, President & Executive 

Director of Contract for America (COP), will  discuss 

COP’s approach to  convention of the states. 

 July and August Summer break 

 September 16 Dr. Kenneth Kearns  re: "Bias 

in the Women's Health Institute Study:  The Profound 

Impact;" and "Women's Health:  The Research Agenda 

Hits Home."  

 October 21 Seth Liebsohn (KKNT 960 AM, 

The Patriot), on Terrorism. 

 November 18 Matt Dobson, Concerned 

Vets for America. 

 December 16 Our Annual Christmas Party. 

Follow Us On Twitter, Like Us On Facebook, 

and Visit Our Website Regularly! 

Women of Palo 

Verde RW like to be 

on the cutting edge.   

We’ve created a 

website, a Face Book 

page, and a Twitter 

account to help you 

stay informed. Be 

sure to like us  on 

Facebook, follow us 

on Twitter, and 

check our     website 

daily for the latest 

news and commen-

tary. 

www.PaloVerdeRepublicanWomen.com 

Follow us on Twitter. Our handle is 

@PaloVerdeGOPWmn 


