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Offering the spirit of Friendship to all Women who share our Republican Values
Voted the Best Newsletter by the Members of the Arizona Federation of Republican Women (2015)!
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Join Us On May 17th!
11:00 a.m. Social
11:30 a.m. Program/Lunch

Grayhawk Golf
Club:
8620 East Thompson Peak
Parkway, The Fairway
House, Scottsdale
Our club members are generous beyond belief! Check
out page 7 to see what we
were able to do to help
Shoebox Ministries and their
Mother’s Day project!

On the Menu:
• Shrimp Taco Wedge

Salad
• Chocolate Prada

Cake
• Coffee/Tea/Wine Bar

REMINDER! The cost of the luncheon is $30 whether you are paying credit card, check or
cash! AND please note our new policy: your reservation MUST be made by Thursday,
May 11th at midnight. Please be considerate and honor this policy!
To make a reservation for our luncheon, contact us by email: pvrwlunch111@yahoo.com,
or call Karen Wiswell at 480-699-2694.

President’s Message
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There’s Power in Numbers!
But our next step is to see each one of you (138 members and 50 associate members) become active. You
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,
can become active sitting in your chair at home—by
A Positive Attitude is a mag- writing a letter, sending an email, sending a tweet, or
making a phone call. You can find names, addresses,
net for Positive Results!
email addresses and phone numbers of our leaders in
This has been such a positive your roster on pages 27-34. Just think what a positive
influence our club can have and the positive results
year for Republicans! We
won elections locally, state- that can ensue when each of you becomes an activist!
wide and nationally. Howev- Let's do it!
er, in order to achieve our
lofty Republican Agenda, we So before we confront the Democrat opposition, let's
work out our differences and come together as a ReMUST put aside our differences and work together in a publican positive force to solve our nation's problems
positive manner on all levels starting at the local and state level.
to achieve positive results.
I look forward to seeing you at our May meeting!
Jan Stephenson, President
First, let's look at ourselves.
of Palo Verde Republican
There are things we might
Best regards,
Women
not agree with on each level.
Let's learn how to present
disagreements in a positive way. Do your research and
present your facts civilly. Body language and tone of
voice affect your message. Be willing to really listen to
the other side and hear what they are saying. Then
come together and present the facts from both sides.
See if you can agree on some of the facts. We must
learn to bend a little—to compromise.

Jan

All of you have an interest in politics and are Republicans or you wouldn't be a member of Palo Verde.
Let's work together to try to influence our leaders on
each level to communicate with each other and with us
in a positive manner. Choose one leader on each level,
contact them and present your view on a particular subject. It may be an issue on which you agree or disagree
with them. Ask them to respond. Become involved in a
positive way. Encourage them to behave in a positive
way. Continue this relationship discussing other issues.
Learn what our Senators and Representatives (both
state and national) believe. When you agree with them,
let them know; when you disagree, let them know but in
a positive manner.

We are thrilled to see our club membership growing.

3
Growing Pains and Some House Cleaning
A Message from Our Treasurer: We’ve Got Growing Pains and We Need
Your Help!

We Need Your Assistance Please! Monthly luncheon reservations
are required. We have certainly been going through growing pains
that come with the growth of our club. This has challenged everyone to work on making the reservation, check-in and actual lunch
process of getting the right food to the right people.
Please do all you can to assist us in smoothing out this process. Over the past several months, we have had wild swings in
reservations made, members and guests showing up without reservations, and often, too many no-shows. Although it would be
great if these balanced one another, this has not been the case
thus the club loses revenue if no-shows or late cancellations are
the in large numbers.
It is understandable that people can have emergencies occur, but our policy is "A RESERVATION MADE, IS A RESERVATION PAID!" There is just no other way to manage this process that works better. If you or your guest have not cancelled by midnight, Thursday prior to our monthly luncheon, you may be liable for all or a portion of your cancellation,
and possibly your guest's charge. This policy has been in effect for several years.
Additionally, we are charged for the reservations made to Grayhawk as of 8 a.m. on the Friday before our luncheon
which is why we request your cooperation in making a reservation by the preceding midnight via our
email: pvrwlunch111@yahoo.com
PLEASE DO NOT CALL OUR OFFICERS OR THE RESERVATION CHAIRMAN REQUESTING SPECIAL DISPENSATION!

Thanks for your cooperation!
Best Regards,
Liz Van Valin
Palo Verde RW Treasurer

The List of Our Club’s Awards
Continues to Grow!

Correction to Page 25 of Our

Presented with the AZGOP Team Player Award (2017)

Yvonne Cahill, Executive Board Member

2017 Club Roster:
and 2nd Vice Chairman of the Maricopa

The Patriot Voted the BEST

County Republican Committee, was inad-

Newsletter by the Mem-

vertently left off of our club’s Republican

bers of the Arizona Federation of Republican Women
(2015)
Designated by the AZGOP
the Best Republican Club of
Arizona (2014)

Party “Significant Contributor” List.
A million thanks to
Linda Stacey and
Sherry Gray for the
hours and hours of
time they put into
making our 2017
Club Roster a reali-

In and Around Town
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From Bruce Linker, Pachyderm: Attached are pictures
taken at the 2017 Annual AZGOP Legislative Salute Dinner with Special Guest “The Honorable Doug Ducey”, Governor of Arizona, Friday, March 31, 2017.
In attendance were Palo Verde RW members Paula Linker and Verna Wangler as well as associate member/
Pachyderms, Bruce Linker and Larry Wangler. Paula, Bruce, Verna and Larry sat with Congressman Andy
Biggs. Bruce and Paula also spoke with Senator Jeff Flake and asked him to support Neil Gorsuch for the Supreme Court; at the time the Senator assured them he would and he did when the vote was finally taken.

Follow the Money! Did you know that a group of citizens has gotten together in an attempt to
place an initiative on the ballot which would enable the citizens of Scottsdale to decide whether or not a Desert Discovery Center (DDC) should be built at the Gateway Trailhead on the McDowell Sonoran Preserve? The group is currently
collecting signatures to allow the people, rather than our city officials, to decide the outcome of this issue.
Go to http://protectourpreserve.org to learn more about the citizen’s group behind the attempt to allow this extremely important
issue to come before the residents of Scottsdale. For more information about the Discovery Center itself, and to see who backs
the center, go to http://www.scottsdaledesertcenter.com. And as
Tom Thumb rock formation at the top of
you are contemplating both sides of the issue, remember Rep.
the Tom Thumb Trailhead in the McDowell
David Schweikert’s wise words: “Follow the money” to find out
Sonoran Preserve.
who is really behind any project or issue. Do your own research!

Politics Uncorked is Taking Off!
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On April 25th our Politics-Uncorked Mix & Mingle
Happy Hour took place at Grape Food & Wine in
North Scottsdale. Mark Spencer of Judicial Watch
was the special guest. Attendees got to meet with
Mark up close and personally while enjoying their
beverages of choice plus regular and gluten-free
appetizers. This monthly event is really taking off.
We’re attracting new members at each event. And
our husbands and significant others seem to be really enjoying this opportunity to mix and mingle
with new friends as well! We hope to see you at
our May event. More details to follow.

Right and Bright! Arizona Political Thought & Leadership
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Palo Verde Outreach
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The Shoebox Ministry's
Mother's Day Purse Project
For the fourth year in a row, Palo Verde Republican
Women have donated to Shoebox Ministry's Mother's
Day Purses.
This is a program whereby new and
like new
purses are
collected
and filled
with special
gift items
and toiletries. They
are then given to family
and domestic violence
shelters so
that children
can pick out a purse and present it to their Mom as a
special token of their appreciation on Mother's Day.
In 2017 our “haul” included:








$60 cash
47 purses
11 cosmetic bags
36 pieces of jewelry
200 toiletry items
Four pairs of socks
One leggings

Because our club is made up of many mothers, this
charity is special to us. Gifts mothers receive from their
children hold a special place in their hearts.
The families that receive these gifts are experiencing a
very difficult time in their lives. We hope that giving the
children an opportunity to choose a nice gift to give to
their mother and the mother's experience of receiving a

gift from her children will bring some joy into
their lives. We hope it will help to improve the
quality of
their lives and
make them
feel better
about themselves. Palo
Verde Republican Women
CARE about
other women
and their children.

Palo Verde Outreach
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The drawing is to take
place at our May
luncheon. Tickets are
on sale now and may
be purchased
at our
Tickets
for our $1,000.00
Shopping
Spree
will be availaMay
meeting.

Win a
Shopping
Spree!

ble for you to purchase!
$500.00 gift certificate for CHICO’S
$250.00 gift certificate to MARMI
$200.00 gift certificate for CHARMING CHARLIE
AND

$50.00 for a relaxing lunch at OLIVE AND IVY!
All ticket proceeds will support our
“ASU CENTER FOR POLITICAL THOUGHT AND
LEADERSHIP” Endowment!
1 ticket for $25.00
5 tickets for $100.00
Email Joan Lang at wandjlang@gmail.com to purchase your ticket today!

April Meeting Recap in Pictures
In April, we had a packed schedule! Our Key Note speaker was Caroline Lynch who is an expert in privacy,
cyber security, national security, and criminal law and owner of Copper Hill Strategies, LLC, providing federal
and state lobbying, consulting, and government relations services. She previously served as Chief Counsel of
the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations. Additionally,
Caroline negotiated and drafted numerous pieces of legislation, including the Email Privacy Act, the USA Freedom Act, and the FISA Amendments Act. Brion Crom and Travis Okamoto of Calibor, the Wealth Development Company, and Kelly Laurich from Fisher House also made short presentations.

9

Political Education and Legislative Action

Elections Have Consequences: In
the General, Always Vote for Every
Republican
Nominating Petitions Available: Stop by
and Sign
The final official announcement hasn’t been made yet,
but it’s coming. Don’t be taken off guard. It remains to
be revealed how everyone will be properly registered
considering the numbers of residents who vacation
north for two months. My research path is outlined at
the end of the article.

The “Ballot
Harvesters Full
Employment”
Act
On April 4, the Republic broke the news that
Maricopa County Recorder Democrat Adrian Fontes
planned that the November 7, 2017, elections for municipalities would be
“all mail” with a vote center in each town for inperson voting. This raises many questions, least of
which are: 1: How does the Recorder plan to explain
the entire procedure and notice ALL voters? and 2: Is
there infrastructure in place to get mail-in ballots
printed and mailed to the proper address for EVERY
Registered Voter in time for any needed reregistration? I began to research this with the Board
of Supervisors (BOS) since that is the body that supervises the Recorder’s Office.
State and Federal elections for 2018 and 2020 must be
decided upon by the State Legislature.
My researching took me from BOS Chairman Steve
Chucri ‘s office, who was very cooperative, to the Recorder’s office where I spoke with Karen Loshiavo who
verified the all mail with an optional vote center process. We had a very polite conversation, but the process was so circuitous and convoluted that I requested
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a written email explanation which I forwarded to
you April 14, and referred me off to the Scottsdale Town Clerk Karen Phillips. At that point, I
asked for help from Palo Verde RW member and
Scottsdale city councilwoman Kathy Littlefield to
find out what she knew of this. Propitiously,
Littlefield had a scheduled meeting with the
Clerk. Kathy quickly got back to me and verified
that Fontes had a meeting with Town Clerks to
explain the All-Mail and optional Vote Center
open 27 days prior to 11/7/17. Additional information shared by Clerk Yager (which was received from the League) is as follows: the new
Elections Director for Maricopa County, Rey
Valenzuela states ”that the August/November
2018 elections will be
conducted using the Vote
Center methodology instead of precinct-based
polling place methodology. Rey does not anticipate
all-mail voting for Fall
2018 elections since it
would require legislation.
The shiny object is saving money. Seems as
though there is nothing we can do about municipal elections. We can influence our State Legislators for 2018/20.
Segway that to the news that the nominally Independent Redistricting Committee is already
starting to meet, presumably with the same
membership as the last one even though the
2020 Census forms haven’t even been printed
yet.
Candidate nominating petitions will be available
for your signature at the table located next to
the Membership table at the May luncheon. See
you then.
Paula Linker
Political Education and Legislation

Americanism
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Notes on America
Carol Peters/Americanism Chair

5/5/1988: The first Thursday in May was designated the
National Day of Prayer
May is the fifth month of the year in the Julian and
5/7/1957: John F. Kennedy was awarded the Pulitzer
Gregorian calendars and is the third month to have
31 days. May is also the month of the start of spring Prize for his book Profiles in Courage
5/9/1974: The House Judiciary Committee began imin the Northern Hemisphere and autumn in the
Southern Hemisphere. Which makes it the seasonal peachment hearings against President Nixon
5/11/1947: The B. F. Goodrich Company announced the
equivalent of November here. This month also
development of the tubeless tire
marks the start of the summer vacation season in
5/13/1864: The first military burial took place in Arlingthe U.S. and Canada and it ends on Labor Day, the
first Monday in September. Additionally, according ton National Cemetery
5/15/1940: Crowds of shoppers scrambled to buy nylon
to Catholic tradition, special devotions to the
stockings the first day they went on sale in selected
Blessed Virgin Mary take place in May.
stores
5/17/1973: The Senate Watergate Committee began naMay dates to remember are:
tionally televised hearings
5/18/1980: Mt. St. Helens in Washington erupted, leavMay 5: Cinco de Mayo
ing 57 people dead or missing
May 14: Mothers Day
5/20/1939: Regular transatlantic airmail service began
May 20: Armed Forces Day
with a flight from New York to Lisbon
May 29: Memorial Day
5/23/1934: Police killed bank robbers Bonnie Parker &
May 30: Shavuot begins at sunset
Clyde Barrow in Bienville Parish, Louisiana
5/25/1968: The Gateway Arch in St. Louis was dedicated
Historic dates and events that occurred in
5/27/1937: San Francisco's Golden Gate bridge opened
May include:
5/30/1868: Memorial Day was widely observed for the
5/1/1941: Orson Welles' film Citizen Kane debuted first time
at the RKO Palace in New York City
5/3/1937: Margaret Mitchell won the Pulitzer Prize
About The Patriot Newsletter
for her novel Gone with the Wind
5/4/1961: The Freedom Riders left Washington,
The Patriot is published for Palo Verde RW club memD.C. to challenge segregation laws
bers and interested friends. It is emailed in color or
sent via the United States Postal Service in black and
white. The Patriot is distributed by the second week of
MEMORIAL DAY IS A SACRED HOLIDAY......it
doesn't matter if you are hawk or dove, Reeach month with the exception of July and August. If
publican or Democrat. It doesn't matter if you
you wish to submit an article, or provide content for
think some wars were more justified than oththis newsletter, please contact Cheryl Pelletier, Editor,
ers. Memorial Day is the one day when we all
at: 480.406.9227 (cell) or email Cheryl at
put politics aside and show thanks for those
who gave their lives for our country."
cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com.
The Arizona Republic from May 25, 2015

Noteworthy! In 2015, The Patriot

"We will always remember. We will always be
proud. We will always be prepared, so we
may always be free.

was voted the best club newsletter

(Ronald Reagan at the D-Day Commemoration in Normandy, France, June 6, 1984)

Federation of Republican Women.

by the women of the Arizona

Birthdays and New Members!

12

Welcome to Our
New Members!
Pamella Guarneri
Carolyn Passero

May Birthdays!
Gerri Catalano May 23
Kathleen Clark May 27
Julia Graham May 13
Catherine Halvorsen May
Joan Lang May 1
Tochia Levine May 5
Julie Pete May 14
Carol Peters May 4
Marsha Sandkuhl May 11
Linda Stacey May 7
Nancy Cottle May 10
Jim Gray May 25

Evelyn Patterson

Pat Piazza
Christine Smith

A Proud Member Of NFRW: Palo Verde Republican Women
About Palo Verde

2016/2017 Palo Verde RW Officers

Jan Stephenson
President
stephensonaz@cox.net

Republican Women

Roberta Heine

Palo Verde Republican Women was chartered in

1st Vice President, Programs
bertagreg@cox.net

January 1974 under the guidance of Mrs. Joan
Wood who became the club’s first president. Most

Sherry Gray

of the charter members had been a part of Scotts-

2nd Vice President, Membership
sbgray9999@yahoo.com

dale Republican Women, one of the most active
groups in the state of Arizona. The club eventually

Joan Lang

withdrew from the National Federation of Republican Women and member Joan Wood and others

3rd Vice President, Outreach/Community Service
wandjlang@gmail.com

who wished to remain in the Federation formed

Cheryl Pelletier

Palo Verde RW. From the beginning, Palo Verde

Secretary
cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com

RW maintained a reputation as a vigorous and active club, and has

Liz Van Valin

remained a powerful force

Treasurer-Budget
lizvanvalin@gmail.com

within the Federation to this day. We educate our
members through programs presented at our
monthly meetings (the third Wednesday of every
month—except July and August), through our
monthly newsletter (The Patriot), and by attending
AzFRW quarterly meetings.
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Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) is a member of the Arizona Federation of Republican Women (AzFRW) and the National
Federation of Republican Women (NFRW).
Annual PVRW dues are: $30 for Active Members; $25 for Associate and Pachyderm Members.
http://www.nfrw.org/

2016/2017 Palo Verde Republican Women Committee Chairs
Patriot Assistant Editors

Marjorie Collins

Americanism/Chaplain/Greeter

Carol Peters

Arrangements/Hospitality

Nancy Pryor

Awards/Hours

Jan Stephenson

Patriot Distribution

Marjorie Collins

Bylaws/Goldmine

Eileen Fiedler

Photography/Social Media

Kelly Sallaway

Community Service

Joan Lang

Political Education/Legislation

Paula Linker

Fundraiser

Anita Rodriguez

Special Events

Loralee DeSanto

Parliamentarian

Michelle Creveling

Voter Registration

Anita Rodriguez

Patriot Editor/Webmaster

Cheryl Pelletier

Roberta Heine
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Palo Verde Republican Women

Save the Dates! Our 2017 Program/Luncheon Schedule
June 21: Secretary of State, Michelle
Reagan/AzFRW President, Loraine Pellegrino

January 18: Dr. Donald Critchlow from
ASU’s Political Thought & Leadership
February 15: Terri Gilberg on “Bias in
the Media.”

July and August (Summer Break)

March 15: Barry Webb, Author,
“Confessions of an (ex) NSA spy: Why
America and Its Allies are Losing the War
on Terror!” And Lori Klein, Republican National Committeewoman for Arizona, will
speak briefly.
April 19: Caroline Lynch, National Security
Expert on Tweet’s, Wiretaps and Russia,
Oh My!
May 17: Conservatives Cook

September 21: Jonathan Lines, Arizona
Republican Chairman
October 18: Larry Schweikart, co-author
(with Joe Pollack of Breitbart.com) of
How Trump Won: The Inside Story of a
Revolution and A Patriot’s History of the
United States
November 15: Veteran’s Program
December 20: Annual Christmas Party

Follow Us On Twitter, Like Us On Facebook,
and Visit Our Website Regularly!
Women of Palo
Verde RW like to be
on the cutting edge.
We’ve created a
website, a Face Book
page, and a Twitter
account to help you
stay informed. Be
sure to like us on
Facebook, follow us
on Twitter, and
check
out
our
website daily for the
latest news and
commentary.

www.PaloVerdeRepublicanWomen.com

Follow us on Twitter. Our handle is
@PaloVerdeGOPWmn

Palo Verde Republican Women: Offering the spirit of Friendship to all Women who share our Republican Values

