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Voted the Best Newsletter by the Members of the Arizona Federation of Republican Women (2015)! 

Learn First-hand What It Was Like To Be 
A Christian Living In Iraq 

We’ve got a terrific program lined up for you in March! On 
March 16th, our keynote speakers are Mona K. Oshana and 
Sam Darmo. 

Ms. Oshana will talk about her family’s struggles to live under 
and ultimately escape the cruel, totalitarian rule of Saddam 
Hussein. She also will speak about the politics and policies 
that have led to the dismal situation currently facing the    
persecuted communities of the Middle East. 

Sam Darmo was born Iraq and is an Assyrian activist. Mr.   
Darmo will speak on the political and historical implications  
of these persecuted communities as well as offer specific   
solutions for what must be done now. 

 

 

11:00 a.m. Social 

11:30 a.m. Program/

Lunch 

Grayhawk Golf Club: 

8620 East Thompson Peak 

Parkway, The Fairway 

House, Scottsdale         

The cost of the luncheon is $27 if paying by credit card. Pay with cash or by 
check and the cost is $26.  Checks are preferred but credit cards are accepted.  

To make a reservation for our luncheon, contact Patty Prosin by email: 
pvrwlunch111@yahoo.com, or call her at 480.656.4746.  

On the Menu: 

Grilled Chicken     

Sandwich 

Cole Slaw 

Chocolate Prada Cake 

Coffee/Tea/Wine Bar 

Join Us On March 16th! 

Offering the spirit of Friendship to all Women who share our Republican Values 

One of our members and her 

husband took an unexpected 

and last minute field trip to Las 

Vegas to attend Trump’s Neva-

da Caucus Watch Party. Find 

out who by turning to page 5. 

mailto:pvrwlunch111@yahoo.com


 Palo Verde RW: Optimism is Crucial to Success 

ning Candidate.  We have to be optimistic that the Re-
publican Candidate will win the General Election in No-
vember.  You have the power to control your outlook.  
Optimism means keeping a positive attitude and en-
couraging others to do so.  It is imperative that we sup-
port the Republican Candidate and VOTE in November! 

The Liberals and Democrats are now attempting to de-
termine who the Republican Candidate will be.  All of 
the present Republican Candidates are superior to ei-
ther of the Democrat Candidates.  Please keep that in 
mind!   

I look forward to seeing you at our March 16th meeting. 

Best Regards, 

Jan 
 

Page 2 President’s Message 

We are in the midst of a 
very stressful Republican 
Presidential Candidate Se-
lection process.  This Presi-
dential Election is unlike 
any we’ve had before. 

We’ve had many debates 
(probably too many!) and 
still more to come.  You 
have had the opportunity to 
learn what each Candidate 
stands for. 

We had a Straw Poll at our 
February meeting and 
Marco Rubio was the win-
ner with 40% of the vote. 

Rubio   40 % 
Trump   24 % 
Cruz  22% 
Kasich  14 % 

On March 22nd you will have the chance to vote in the 
Arizona Presidential Primary for the Candidate who 
you think will make the best President of the United 
States.  If you vote by mail, you have already received 
your ballot.  If your Candidate wins, you will be happy 
and continue to support him.  If your candidate does 
not win, you must readjust your support to the win-

Jan Stephenson, President  

of Palo Verde Republican 

Women 

Our 2016 Membership Drive Is 

Going On Now!!! 2016 Club Rosters are 

here and will be available at the March Luncheon! 

Our 2016 membership drive is still going on.  Annual 

dues are still $30 for full membership. If you are a 

member of another Republican Women’s club, but 

want to become an associate member of our award 

winning club, annual dues are $25.  

 



 

Page 3 Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do!  

We reconnected with old friends across the state and learned a lot at the AzFRW Winter Meeting which took place from 
February 26-27 and was held in Tempe, Arizona. We heard from Arizona’s candidates for U.S. Senate and candidates who 
hope to become the next representative of Arizona’s 1st Congressional district. Want to be part of the fun next time? Then 
join us in June! The dates of the Summer meeting are June 16-18. The meeting will be held at the Prescott Resort & Confer-
ence Center. We hope that you will join us. Contact our president, Jan Stephenson for details. 



 

Page 4 Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do!  

In February members 
of our club attended 
the Candidate Corral 
which took place at 
the Pioneer Living His-
tory Museum in North 
Phoenix. We spent the 
day selling our jewelry, 
greeting friends and 
mingling with candi-
dates for office.  

Pictured above, left to right, Bruce Linker, (Palo Verde RW Pachyderm), Paula 

Linker (Palo Verde RW member), Dr. C. T. Wright, (Palo Verde RW Pachyderm 

as well as president of the Fountain Hills Republican Club) and Rosemary Han-

son. The four are pictured attending the Fountain Hills Republican Club’s 

meeting where Senator John McCain was featured as a guest speaker. Pictured 

in photo at right are left to right, Dr. Wright’s wife and Palo Verde RW member 

Mary along with Palo Verde RW member Edith Stock. 

A smile confuses an approaching frown.  
Author Unknown 



 

Page 5 Notes from the Campaign Trail… by Cheryl Pelletier 
My husband, Leonard, and I did something completely outside our box a couple of weeks ago. On Tuesday, February 23rd, we booked a 
room for one night, packed a bag, jumped in the truck and headed to Las Vegas. Why? Donald Trump was to host a Nevada Caucus 
Watch Party at the Treasure Island Hotel and Casino that evening and we wanted to be there. Full disclosure: Trump isn’t our first choice 
for President (Cruz is), but we wanted to be part of the experience. And here’s a short synopsis of the event: Once we got to the casino, 
we waited in line for OVER THREE HOURS (we wanted to be close to the stage)! But when they started moving us to the second floor, the 
elevator that was to take us up to Trump’s ballroom broke down (while we were in it!). So we ended up losing our place in line. That was 
okay because in a completely packed room, we still found ourselves in a pretty good stage position (see photos below). Although one 
man argued with me and looked as if he wanted to punch me when I told him I wasn’t a Trump supporter, most of the people we met 
were incredibly friendly. We became fast friends with a young Korean-American man from the Treasury department (he said most of the 
higher-level employees of Treasury are all Republicans—go figure!), a mom from California and her twenty-something daughter who 
drove in from California, and a flight attendant in town for a layover. It seemed like hours before the race was called (we’d been standing 
for so long!). When it finally became obvious that Trump had won the night, the crowd went absolutely wild when Trump, along with his 
two sons, walked out on to the stage. It was like being at a rock concert.  The experience definitely made us Trumpers for a night!  



 

 

Page 6 February Meeting Recap in Pictures 

Candidate for U.S. Senate, Alex Meluskey, and representative of Yes on Proposition 123, Chuck Schmidt, were our 
guest speakers in February.  Plus, our Campaign Chair, Lori Mollin, conducted a Presidential Straw Poll. The votes 

were counted and Lori announced the results: Marco Rubio: 22, Donald Trump: 13, Ted Cruz: 12, John Kasich: 8, 
Jeb Bush: 0, and Ben Carson: 0. 
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Paula Linker/Political Education and Legislative Action Chair 

Scottsdale Elections Plus the Commercial Development of 
the Scottsdale Preserve 

Scottsdale Elections There will be five candidates for City Council so the August 22 Primary date will probably 

narrow the field to four for two positions and one elected with 50% + 1, there may be two elected outright. There 
are two mayoral candidates, but it could go to November 4. Three of the candidates for city council are incum-
bent, two challengers. Be sure to do your research. 

The Desert Recovery Center Development plans for the Desert Discovery Center are marching forward. I will 

devote another piece to more thoroughly discuss this. There are a few additional sites that should be considered 
before the issue is gaveled closed. 

As you may be aware, the city wants to build a big tourist attraction in the Preserve right at the most popular trail 
head, the Gateway. It is called the Desert Discovery Center (DDC). The plan they are starting with has over 72,000 
square feet of buildings on 30 acres with uses that include a café, gift shop, amphitheater, sound and light, and 
night time operations all of which violate the Preserve Rules. Normally this could not be done in the Preserve, and 
it would have to be located outside the Preserve, but the city attorney has ruled that the city council can do any-
thing they want in the Preserve, without a public vote, because it is city property. A really dangerous ruling that 
would open up the Preserve to ANY use the council majority thinks is “appropriate”. 

A very good alternate site exists, the city owned property at the intersection of 94th Street and Bell , that is close 
to West World and would be an ideal location because of all the tourist activity at West World and the proximity 
of an industrial complex, the Ice Den, and other attractions that would make the DDC more viable and successful. 
This site also has a great view of the Preserve, Pinnacle Peak and West World, however it won’t even be consid-
ered because the council majority wants it in the Preserve. The location chosen in the Preserve would produce a 
major conflict with Preserve users who go out of the Gateway Trail Head, the most popular trail head in the Pre-
serve in addition to violating all the Preserve rules. 

Friends of Scottsdale's Preserve February 27 · This aerial shows three possible sites for the DDC, the Gate-

way trail head, Thompson Peak and Bell, and the city owned land at 94th Street and Bell. Of the three, the Gate-
way site is the worst with the biggest im-
pact on both the Preserve and Preserve us-
ers. The 94th and Bell site is the best, out-
side the Preserve, close to West World and 
other tourist venues along Bell Road, close 
to the industrial area to the SW, and close 
to the Loop 101. One million tourists go 
through this intersection to access West 
World alone. It also has NONE of the prob-
lems the two sites in the Preserve have. 
Seems ideal. 

Paula 
 
 

Political Education and Legislative Action 

https://www.facebook.com/FrienddsOfScottsdalesPreserve/?fref=photo
https://www.facebook.com/FrienddsOfScottsdalesPreserve/photos/a.495542450656185.1073741836.488500368027060/495542470656183/?type=3&permPage=1


 

Page 9 Community Outreach 

Joan Lang/3rd Vice President, Palo Verde Outreach Chair 

Bring Us Your Gently-used Purses and Filler Items! 
 
WOW, did we ever have huge excitement over our Palo Verde Italian Silk Ribbon Scarves!  We sold out in less 
than an hour! Do not despair if you were not one of the lucky ones who was able to purchase your scarf, we have 
more!  We will be selling them again at our March luncheon....if you cannot wait until then, just call me and we'll 
get one to you. Remember to wear them at every event we go 
to! Palo Verde Republican Women Sister Solidarity and all that! 

The paperwork for our 501(c)3 status is in the hands of the 
IRS.....things are looking good for us to receive our charitable 
status soon. 

We'll also have the forms for Wreaths Across America available 
on the 16th as well. Your donations for purchasing a wreath 
will be tax deductible!  So, let's start really early and break all 
of our past records for selling wreaths...remember this is also a 
fund raiser for Outreach, too! 

Remember to bring a gently used purse or filler items for the 
purses to our March and April meetings. If you would prefer 
to donate some money to the cause, please make your checks out to Palo Verde Outreach. 

See you on the 16th! 

Joan 

 Franklin Graham is Taking His Decision America Tour to Arizona! 

 

 

For more information on the Arizona Tour go here: 
https://decisionamericatour.com/tour/arizona/ 



 

 

Page 10 Getting to Know New Member: Kelly Sallaway 

Our Club’s Social Media Chair Shares Her Adventurous Side 

Are you married?  Nope. If so, to whom and how many years have you been mar-

ried? Dodged this bullet! Children? None. Grandchildren? No, sorry.  Any pets? 

None. Hobbies? None. Education/Career? Some… see below. 

Where are you from originally? What brought you to Arizona? How long have you 

lived here?   Arizona native … someone has to be. 

What got you involved in politics?  I bumped my head.   

But what new Palo Verde RW member has crewed on a yacht in the Carib-
bean, worked as Dive Master on the Great Barrier Reef, volunteered in Cen-
tral America and been on an Indy Car team? 

Meet Kelly Sallaway… 

You have probably seen our new photographer popping around luncheons taking photos but this Social Media side of her 
is not all that is non-stop. Kelly is an event, media and video Producer for commercials, TV and feature films. Kelly is the 
Director of the Non-Profit, the National Documentary Film Alliance, Inc. and serves on several film school Advisory Boards. 
She is an active member of the Arizona Production Association.  

Kelly, an Arizona native and Northern Arizona University graduate, said “ I have always been self-employed or a freelance 
Producer, this has given me the freedom to choose where I work and live. These freedoms are important to me and my 
political stance is based on the promotion of business and the protection of individual rights.”   Aside from her life-long 
membership in the GOP, Kelly joined the Palo Verde RW because “In this club I immediately saw a sense a service. I joined 
my first day. I think with the Palo Verde RW, the focus is outward and about a larger purpose and serving others.” 

As far a politics: “I may be uniquely qualified to get involved since I have literally swam with sharks!” 

Kelly’s current project is a movie called Patriot Skies. She is the Executive Producer and Producer of this Arizona-based 
World War II Documentary.  www.patriotskies.com 

Palo Verde RW Member                

Kelly Sallaway 

Pit stop! 

Production Manager, Hermes commercial 
shoot, on location with Navajo Guide 
near Lake Powell, AZ  

In Greece, on the set of “Mamma Mia”  

Soaring above Arizona, March 2, 2016! 

Kelly is conducting Facebook 

and Social Media Workshops 

on Tuesday mornings at Alex 

Meluskey’s campaign office. 

Please contact Kelly at 

602.300.5767. And if you      

prefer, she is happy to conduct 

private lessons. Just let her 

know when you call! 

Let’s do this! 



 

 

About The Patriot Newsletter 

The Patriot is published for PVRW club members and 

interested friends. It is emailed in color or sent via the 

United States Postal Service in black and white.         

The  Patriot is distributed by the second week of each 

month with the exception of July and August. If you 

wish to submit an article, or provide content for this 

newsletter, please contact Cheryl Pelletier, Editor,      

at: 480.406.9227 (cell) or email Cheryl at                   

cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com. 

 

Carol Peters/Americanism Chair 

The month of March has a several important days 
to note: 

March is the month for the Cactus League Spring 
baseball! 

3/13:  Daylight savings time begins (not here of 
course!) 

3/17:  St. Patrick's Day 

3/20:  Palm Sunday and the First Day of Spring 

3/23:  Purim begins at Sundown 

3/24:  Purim ends at Sundown 

3/25:  Good Friday 

3/27:  Easter Sunday 

Important March dates in America's history: 

3/1/1872:  Yellowstone became the world's first 
national park 
3/2/1917:  Puerto Rico became a U.S. territory 
and its habitants U.S. citizens 
3/4/1792:  Vermont became the 14th state 
3/6/1836:  A Mexican army overwhelmed the de-
fenders of the Alamo 
3/8/1983:  In a speech in Florida, President Ronald 
Reagan referred to the Soviet Union as an "evil em-
pire" 
3/10/1785: Thomas Jefferson was appointed minis-
ter to France, succeeding Benjamin Franklin 

Page 11 Americanism 

Notes on America  

Noteworthy! In 2015, The Patriot 

was voted the best club newsletter 

by the women of the Arizona         

Federation of Republican Women. 

3/12/1912: Juliette Gordon Low founded the Girl 
Scouts of the U.S.A. in Savannah, Georgia 
3/14/1950: The FBI's "Ten Most Wanted" list debuted 
3/16/1995: Astronaut Norman Thagard became the 
first American to visit the Russian space station Mir 
3/18/1959: Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the Admission 
Act, a statute that cleared the way for Hawaii to be-
come the 50th state 
3/19/1831: Edward Smith stole $245,000 from the City 
Bank in New York, the first recorded bank robbery in 
American history 
3/21/1788: A fire destroyed 856 buildings in New Orle-
ans, ruining most of the city 
3/23/1775: Patrick Henry delivered his "Liberty or 
Death" speech in Richmond, VA 
3/25/1965: Civil rights activists led by Martin Luther 
King Jr. ended their historic march from Selma to Mont-
gomery, AL at the steps of the capitol 
3/27/1794: The government authorized the creation of 
a permanent Navy and the construction of 6 frigates 
including the USS Constitution 
3/29/1943: The government began requiring Americans 
to ration fat, meat and cheese to help win World War II 
3/31/1970: Explorer I, the first U.S. satellite, reentered 
the atmosphere after 12 years in orbit    
 

You and I have a rendezvous with desti-
ny.  We will preserve for our children this, 
the last best hope of man on earth, or we 
will sentence them to take the first step 
into a thousand years of darkness.  If we 
fail, at least let our children and our chil-
dren's children say of us we justified our 
brief moment here.  We did all that could 

be done. 
 

Ronald Reagan 
October 27, 1964, from a televised speech 

known as "A Time for Choosing” 



 

Page 12 Club/Member Milestones & Awards 

In 2014, Palo Verde 

RW was named the 

Best Republican Club 

in the state!   

 
 

 

 

Palo Verde RW is pleased to announce our                   
NEWEST members:   

Welcome to our family! We’re so glad to have you as  
part of our club!!! 

Pam Hall 

Lucky Perry 

February Birthdays 
Emma Burns, March 29 
Judy Clouse, March 12 

Marjorie Collins, March 4 
Barbara Dickerson, March 2 
Colleen Goodrich, March 17 

Linda Little, March 2 
Wynn Maxwell, March 14 

Denise McDermott, March 8 
Lidia Menjivar, March 28 
Debbie Moak, March 11 
Karen Phillips, March 24 

Tedi Potts, March 6 
Judi Van Keuren, March 6 
Warren Lang, March 20 

Judy Libby, March 18 
Marion Paul, March 25 
Ralph Pryor, March 23 



 

Palo Verde Republican Women was chartered in 

January 1974 under the guidance of Mrs. Joan 

Wood who became the club’s first president. 

Most of the charter members had been a part of 

Scottsdale Republican Women, one of the most 

active groups in the state of Arizona. The club 

eventually withdrew from the National Federa-

tion of Republican Women and member Joan 

Wood and others who wished to remain in the 

Federation formed Palo Verde RW. From the   

beginning, Palo Verde RW maintained a reputa-

tion as a vigorous and active club, and has        

remained a powerful force within the Federation 

to this day. We educate our members through 

programs  presented at our monthly meetings 

(the third Wednesday of every month—except 

July and  August), through our monthly news-

letter (The Patriot), and by attending AzFRW 

quarterly meetings. 

2016/2017 Palo Verde RW Officers 
Jan Stephenson 

President 

stephensonaz@cox.net 

Roberta Heine 
1st Vice President, Programs 

bertagreg@cox.net 

Sherry Gray 
2nd Vice President, Membership 

sbgray9999@yahoo.com 

Joan Lang 
3rd Vice President, Outreach/Community Service 

wandjlang@gmail.com 

 

Cheryl Pelletier 
Secretary 

cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com 

Liz Van Valin 
Treasurer-Budget 

lizvanvalin@gmail.com 

Patricia Prosin 
Assistant Treasurer/Lunch Reservations 

foxfieldpatty@aol.com 

Americanism/Chaplain/Greeter Carol Peters 

Arrangements/Hospitality  Nancy Pryor/Edith Stock 

Awards/Hours   Roberta Heine/Joan Lang 

Bylaws/Goldmine   Eileen Fiedler  

Campaign   Lori Mollin 

Community Service  Joan Lang 

Education/Literacy  Honey Levin 

Fundraising/Ways & Means Sarah Chiuppi 

Parliamentarian   Michelle Creveling 

Patriot Editor/Webmaster  Cheryl Pelletier 

 

Patriot Assistant Editors  Marjorie Collins 

    Roberta Heine 

Patriot Distribution  Marjorie Collins 

Photography/Social Media Kelly Sallaway 

Political Education/Legislation Paula Linker 

Reservations   Patricia Prosin 

Special Events   Loralee DeSanto 

Voter Registration   Anita Rodriguez 

   

 

 

2016/2017 Palo Verde Republican Women Committee Chairs 

Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) is a member of the  

Arizona Federation of Republican Women (AzFRW) and the 

National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW).  

Annual PVRW dues are: $30 for Active Members; $25 for    

Associate and Pachyderm Members. 

http://www.nfrw.org/ 

https://azfrw.com/ 

About Palo Verde                      

Republican Women 

Page 13 A Proud Member Of NFRW: Palo Verde Republican Women 
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 January 20 Pro-Israel Advocate, Meir 

Jolovitz, to speak on Middle Eastern Affairs. 

 February 17 Alex Meluskey, Arizona 

Candidate for U.S. Senate. 

 March 16 Mona Oshana and Sam Darno 

on Iraq. 

 April 20 Arizona State Treasurer Jeff 

DeWit on the Financial State of the State.   

 May 18 TBD 

 

Save the Dates! Our 2016 Program/Luncheon Schedule 

Palo Verde Republican Women 

 June 15 Dan Saban, Candidate for Maricopa 

County Sherriff 

 July and August Summer break 

 September 21 Arizona state Rep. (LD28)

Kate Brophy McGee, to provide legislative update. 

 October 19 TBD 

 November 16 TBD 

 December 21 Our Annual Christmas Party. 

Follow Us On Twitter, Like Us On Facebook, 

and Visit Our Website Regularly! 

Women of Palo 

Verde RW like to be 

on the cutting edge.   

We’ve created a 

website, a Face Book 

page, and a Twitter 

account to help you 

stay informed. Be 

sure to like us  on 

Facebook, follow us 

on Twitter, and 

check out our     

website daily for the 

latest news and 

commentary. 

www.PaloVerdeRepublicanWomen.com 

Follow us on Twitter. Our handle is 

@PaloVerdeGOPWmn 

Palo Verde Republican Women: Offering the spirit of Friendship to all Women who share our Republican Values  


