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We're pleased to announce that Frank Riggs, former California Republican congressman and current President & CEO of Scottsdale-based The
Joe Foss Institute will speak to us at our March 18th luncheon.
It is because of The Joe Foss Institute and its affiliate, the Civics Proficiency Institute, plus bipartisan support in Arizona's state legislature,
that on January 16th Governor Doug Ducey signed his first bill into law Frank Riggs, former
- the American Civics Bill. The bill will help to ensure that all Arizona congressman from
students understand basic American civics. As a result of this bill, high California (CA-1),
school students will be required to take and pass a 100 question U.S. and current PresiCitizenship Civics test - the same test all new US citizens must pass!
dent & CEO of The
According to the institute's January 12, 2015 news release enti- Joe Foss Institute.
tled Arizona's Former U.S. Senators, Civics Education Initiative, Praise
Governor Ducey's Call for Civics Education Requirement, it is the organization's goal,
through its Civics Proficiency Institute affiliate, to pass this legislation in all 50 states by
September 17, 2017 - the 230th anniversary of the United States Constitution.

Join Us On March 18th!
11:00 a.m. Social
11:30 a.m. Program/
Lunch

Grayhawk Golf Club:
8620 East Thompson Peak
Parkway, The Fairway
House, Scottsdale

On the Menu:
Beef Bourguignon in Sour
Dough Bread Bowl
Seasonal Vegetables
Chocolate Ice Cream &
Cookie
Coffee/Iced Tea/Wine Bar

The cost of the luncheon is $25. Checks are preferred but credit cards are accepted. To
We are honored to
have a Pachyderm
member who is in the
Rockabilly Hall of
Fame. To read more
about Jim Gray, go
to page 9.

make a reservation for our luncheon, contact Edith Stock by email:
pvrwlunch@gmail.com, or call her at 480.298.7818 (cell). Please note that
reservations are REQUIRED. And a reservation MADE is a reservation PAID!

President’s Message
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Thoughts From The Saddle… by Joan Lang,
Palo Verde Republican Women President

How in the heck did we get into revamping our site and among other things, we will be
the mess we are in? I can tell you able to let you pay for your lunches, jewelry and any
in one simple word, VETTING!!
other projects with credit cards right on the site. It is
totally secure, too! We will have weekly polls for you
The American people did not do to participate in and much more! Stay tuned for the
their due diligence regarding rollout of the new Palo Verde Republican Women
Barack Obama, and because the website!!
press is not on our side, we really
Joan Lang, President
did not have a chance to get that Our National convention is really just around the
of Palo Verde
job done correctly. This is some- corner! We will be electing delegates for the AzFRW
Repubican Women
thing we must do before the next 'mini Convention' in June (The mini convention will be
election. So, we will do the best job of vetting the can- held on September 10th from 7am until about 1:00pm,
didates that are going to run for President on the just before the opening bell for the National ConvenRepublican side that we can in Palo Verde. Each tion).
month, and then weekly leading up to the Primaries,
we will send out in-depth information on all of our With our membership growing, it looks like we will
Republican challengers. What we will hear from the have about 14 delegates! For the National Convention,
press will be so slanted that I think it is imperative that delegates will be chosen at the May State Meeting
we research the candidates on our own.
in Mesa. If you want to be considered, be sure
to
join us for that meeting. We are busy fund raising
We will even get the rest of the dirt on Hillary and for the conventions to help offset the costs for you
Elizabeth Warren. We won't spend too much time on wonderful ladies!
these gals, but we need to know as much as we can
about them.
Nickers are music to my ears...off to the barn!
I hope you will find our vetting process up to your
standards and I pray that all of you will help in this
very important exercise!! Send me any information
you find so it will be included in our reports.

Joan

Fairly soon you will be seeing a very new and exciting
Palo Verde website! Webmaster Cheryl Pelletier is

Stop By the Jewelry Table in March!
Hello Ladies of Palo Verde! At our March meeting, be sure and take a look at the new
items that have arrived on our jewelry table. We have some lovely bracelets, earrings,
chains, etc. We even have lovely hostess gifts—red and white cloth bags for $5, patriotic pens for $2.50, visors for $5, flag tie tacs for men or use them on your blouse/
jacket collar. You would be surprised how many people ask "What is that on your collar?” Then you can say you are a registered Republican ready for less spending and
more stability for our country and around the world!

See you in March,

Dee Mancini
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Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do!

In Tucson, Joan Lang won the
50/50! Photo by Mary
Baumbach, Ahwatukee RW

Photos at right: The Arizona Federation of Republican Women
(AzFRW) hosted its Winter meeting in Tucson February 27th and
28th. Many ladies of Palo Verde RW attended and had a wonderful
time. In the absence of keynote speaker Rep. Martha McSalley (who
got stuck in Washington DC), Palo Verde RW member Julie Graham,
wife of Arizona GOP Chairman, stepped up to the plate to give an
impromptu speech and what a great speech it was!

Community Outreach
The Shoebox Ministries 16th Annual Mother’s Day Purse Drive Continues
Through April
Karen Garrett/Caring for America Chair
Thank you to the ladies of Palo Verde RW! Last month, we collected over 25 purses for
Shoebox Ministries who will distribute as many as 2,500 purses to MANY women’s
shelters like Chrysalis, Casa de Amigas, and Sojourner Center.
Please donate new/gently used purses and/or items to fill the purses. Used purses
should be clean inside and out with working zippers. Please be sure to remove personal
items.
Checks made payable to PVRW are also accepted and will be used for a Palo Verde RW
club member shopping spree to purchase filler items. Filler items can include, but are
not limited to make-up, body soaps, hair clips/barrettes, hair spray, nail polish, nail The club is collecting gently used
purses from Palo Verde RW
files, earrings, watches, pins, sunglasses, etc.
We will continue to collect purses through April!

members. In February we collected
more than 25. Let’s keep those
purses coming!

Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do! (cont’d)
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On February 13th, the Iranian American
Community of Arizona (www.iacaz.org)
hosted a symposium on Countering Islamic Fundamentalism and NuclearArmed Iran, in Phoenix. At the conference, Mayor Rudy Giuliani, General
Hugh Shelton Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff were joined by a number
of Arizona Republicans including Attorney General Mark Brnovich and GOP
Chairman Robert Graham.
The highlight of the event was the
speech given by Mayor Giuliani. You
can read more about the speech as well
as watch the speech here: A Raging
Rudy Giuliani destroys Obama’s feckless
Islamism and Iran Policies.

February Meeting Recap in Pictures
In February, Charles James, Arizona State University adjunct law professor
and Assistant Attorney General under President George W. Bush spoke on
Federalism, a political concept our country was founded upon but that is
slipping from our grasp as the federal government deems more and more
power for itself. The professor’s speech peeked a lot of interest from the
meeting attendees. After his key note speech, those in attendance lined up
five and six deep to speak to Professor James in person. We’ve got a lot of
work ahead of us if we are to save our country from big government. And
it starts with ensuring a Republican president wins in 2016.

A great big thanks to Anita Rodriguez who took many of this month’s photos!
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February Meeting Recap in Pictures (cont’d)
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Political Education & Legislative Action
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Paula Linker

Let’s Be Positive in Reaching Out to Expand Our Party: Let’s Think First,
Then Plan Ahead
Let’s reach out to solidify our Republican community and right-leaning Independents before they go after another cool
guy or pretty face. We are good positive representatives of our Party. Party registration does not guarantee Republican
votes, but it gives us an edge. We must choose our candidates wisely and work to elect them. We can’t go off on tangents or petty differences on nomenclature and unite TO WIN BIG IN 2016.
As we move closer to the 2016 presidential election season, we must become aware of what our opponents are up to.
Earlier this year, the Democrats held their Winter Meeting to discuss why they lost last November and what they should
do to change things in the future. After much soul-searching they decided that their losses stemmed mostly from
bad messaging.
About the outcomes that resulted from the Democrat’s Winter Meeting, in an email from the Republican National Committee (Subject: DNC Operating In Alternate Reality), RNC National Press Secretary Allison Moore wrote this:
“Two years later, in its own self-examination, the Democratic National Committee says that Democrats themselves have a messaging problem: no one knows what the Democratic Party stands for.
“It is strongly believed that the Democratic Party is loosely understood as a long list of policy statements and not as people with a common set of core goals,” reads the party’s 2014 preliminary autopsy, released Saturday at the DNC’s Winter Meeting in Washington, D.C.
The DNC’s report, nine pages including a front and back cover, lays out several party goals. They include: launching a “National Narrative Project” to create a “values-based” message to appeal to voters; strengthening relations with state parties, winning state legislatures ahead of the 2020 redistricting; and finding more candidates at the state, local, and federal level.
The report also calls on the party to win back white Southern voters, and to build support for an explicit right to vote in the constitution. On Saturday, the DNC unanimously passed a resolution supporting a constitutional amendment protecting every individual’s right to vote at its winter meeting.”

Confirming the Democrat party’s “post-2014 midterm election autopsy ” and intentions moving forward is Arit John in a
Bloomberg entitled Here’s What the DNC Thinks Will Help Democrats Win More Elections.
After reading the reflections of Moore and John, I’d like to point out a couple of things:
*First: The Democrats want to create a “values-based” message to voters, win back southern white voters, work with
states to take back State Legislatures when they are redistricted after the 2020 census. I attended many of the
2011 Redistricting meetings (what a sham job that was!). Maybe they’re thinking Article V or just looking to build
electable people to provide future federal/national candidates. (continued on page 8)

Political Education & Legislative Action (cont’d)
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*Second: Now this is very creative: The Democrats are looking “to build support for an explicit right to vote in the Constitution.” The difference between the letter of the law (aka, black letter law) and the spirit of the law make for controversy.
Expanding the voter base is their goal.
At every turn during this election cycle we must stay motivated, and informed. The mainstream press and the Democrats
will continue to work hand-in-hand to ensure that another Democrat becomes the heir to Obama’s thrown. We must do all
that we can stop them.

Wreaths Across America 2015
Michelle Creveling
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Featured Member: Pachyderm Jim Gray

Jim Gray: Rockabilly, Rubber and a BIG Heart !
I grew up during the 40s and 50s in a small farm town in
central Ohio. My high school was small so I had a chance
to participate on all the sports teams. My family ran local
businesses so I always had a job from an early age.

a destructive agenda, I became an Area Director for the
northern-most Maricopa precincts until the end of last
year. I remain a precinct committeeman.

I was very fortunate to live in the 50s and enjoyed the early
rock 'n roll music, a sound that really captured my imagination. I wanted to participate in some way, so I bought a
guitar at age eleven, and taught myself to play. Learning
the guitar led me to writing my
own songs about the experiences of the day.

Since Sherry joined Palo Verde RW (PVRW), I have
greatly respected the active participation of the club in
the promotion of the Republican conservative principles, education through its speakers, and outreach to
spread our message. I was proud to have joined PVRW
as a pachyderm, and further proud that
our daughter Tracey has now joined PVRW
as a member as well.

At the age of 16, I took my
portfolio of copyrighted songs to
the record companies of Ohio.
One of the companies wanted
my songs, and wanted me to
record them. I recorded Two
Timer and My Wish, and promoted the record, playing sock
hops and local events in central From left to right, Jim Gray, his wife, Sherry,
and their two daughters Tiffany and Tracey.
Ohio.
Observing the entertainment industry personally, I concluded that a music career was very much "hit or miss." So
I had to decide between
music or college, and I chose
college. Frankly, I'm glad
that I did because that gave
me a chance to meet my
future wife, Sherry, during
Ohio State (OSU) welcome
week which led to our marriage four years later. We
just celebrated our 50th
wedding anniversary with
our two wonderful daughters, Tiffany and Tracey, who also live in Arizona
My business degree from OSU led to a job in the rubber
industry and to subsequently living in eight different states,
and Brussels, and the good fortune of being president of
two auto suppliers, Chairman of a US Division of a Fortune
200 company, and Managing Director of the European
companies of another Fortune 200 company, after which
we retired to Arizona.
My political participation began in 2009 when Obama was
elected president. Believing he was a dangerous man with

As a retiree I was able to resume my oil
painting, particularly of portraits, and concentrate more on
my music. Which
leads me to a 2012
"God Wink" when
daughter
Tracey
discovered
that
Two Timer had
been
put
on
YouTube by a California collector.
Further research revealed that I
had been inducted into the
Rockabilly Hall of Fame in 2009, From Jim: “After a 55convincing me that it was my year delay, there’s been
calling to do something with resurgence of interest in
my music.
Jim’s music. His 45 rpm
I began to entertain with 40s,
50s, and 60s music at retirement
residences around Scottsdale
mainly for assisted living and
memory care residents.
My
personal
gratification
from
seeing memory care residents
come alive, smile, and mouth or
sing the words of 50s music with
me is beyond description. Last
year, I gratefully performed
over sixty one-hour shows for
the residents.

singles are now selling on
Ebay for around
$300. The last two sold
for $327 (Germany)
and $297 respectively. Back in 1960 they
sold for $.59 or $.69,
depending upon the record store. But the competition was great with Elvis,
Conway, Brenda, and
Orbison and the Four
Preps and Diamonds.
Back then, kids in central
Ohio only earned about
$.50 an hour in those
days. Big difference
today.”

Americanism
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3/1/1961: President Kennedy established the Peace
Corps
3/3/1776: The Patriot army prepared to occupy Dorchester Heights outside of Boston
3/4/1837: The Illinois legislature granted a city charter
to Chicago
3/6/1836: A Mexican army overwhelmed the defenders of the Alamo

3/8/1965: The first U.S. combat troops arrived in South Vietnam when Marines landed near Da Nang
3/9/1964: The Ford Motor Company produced the first
Mustang
3/11/1960: NASA launched Pioneer 5, one of the first probes
to explore the solar system
3/13/1868: The Senate began the impeachment trial of
President Andrew Johnson
3/15/1892: The first voting machines were authorized for
use in New York state
3/17/1776: Threatened by Patriot cannons on Dorchester
Heights, the British evacuated Boston
3/19/1979: The U.S. House began televising its day-to-day
business on C-SPAN
3/21/1788: A fire destroyed 856 buildings in New Orleans,
ruining most of the city
3/23/1857: Elisha Otis installed the world's first modern
passenger elevator in New York City
3/25/1965: Civil rights activists led by Martin Luther King Jr.
ended their historic march from Selma to Montgomery
Alabama
3/26/1953: Dr. Jonas Salk announced that he had successfully tested a vaccine against polio
3/29/1974: Mariner 10 became the first space probe to visit
the planet Mercury & sent back close-up images
3/31/1896: Chicago inventor Whitcomb Judson patented a
"hookless fastener,” an early zipper

We should all remember that Ronald

About The Patriot Newsletter

Notes on America
Carol Peters
The month of March seems to be holding onto winterlike weather here in the Valley of the Sun....but we
know what is coming around in June. So enjoy those
sweaters & boots while we can!
March has a few special days to note:
3/4 Nancy & Ronald Reagan were married in 1952
3/8 Daylight Savings Time begins
3/17 St. Patrick's Day
3/20 First day of spring
3/29 Palm Sunday
Special March historical occurrences include:

Reagan once said this:

The Patriot is published for PVRW club members and in-

The Constitution was
never meant to prevent
people from praying;
its declared purpose was
to protect the freedom
to pray.

ed States Postal Service in black and white. The Patriot is

terested friends. It is emailed in color or sent via the Unitdistributed by the second week of each month with the
exception of July and August. If you wish to submit an
article, or provide content for this newsletter, please contact Cheryl Pelletier, Editor, at: 480.406.9227 (cell) or
email Cheryl at cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com.

Noteworthy! With Loralee DeSanto
as editor, in 2013 The Patriot was named
the best club newsletter by the National
Federation of Republican Women.

Club/Member Milestones & Awards
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Happy Birthday To Our Dear Members!

Members:
Barbara Dickerson - March 2
Linda Little - March 2
Marjorie Collins - March 4
Judi Van Keuren - March 6
Debbie Moak - March 11
Judy Clouse - March 12
Wynn F. Maxwell - March 14
Colleen Goodrich - March 17
Audrey Chard - March 27
Lidia Menjivar - March 28
Associate Members:
Judy Libby - March 18
Marion Paul - March 25
Shore, Diane - March 11

Palo Verde RW is pleased to announce the
following NEW members that joined us in February.
Welcome to our family! We’re so glad to have you
as part of our club.
Marylou Crane, Tess DeBlander,
Judy Ann Dieterle, Pat Kolander, Jeanne McGill,
Julie Tribbey, Michelle Stigge,

In 2014, Palo Verde RW was named
the Best Republican Club in the
state! We didn’t win it in 2015 but
we’ll try again next year!

A Proud Member Of NFRW: Palo Verde Republican Women
2014 PVRW Officers
Joan Lang

About Palo Verde

President
wandjlang@gmail.com

Republican Women

Roberta Heine
1st Vice President, Programs
bertagreg@cox.net

Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) was
chartered in January 1974 under the guidance

Judy Clouse

of Mrs. Joan Wood who became the club’s first

2nd Vice President, Membership
JCBuick58@yahoo.com

president. Most of the charter members had
been a part of Scottsdale Republican Women,

Jan Stephenson

one of the most active groups in the state of

3rd Vice President, Club Outreach
stephensonaz@cox.net

Arizona. The club eventually withdrew from

Sherry Gray

the National Federation of Republican Women

Treasurer/Budget
sbgray9999@yahoo.com

and member Joan Wood and others who

Edith Stock

wished to remain in the Federation formed
PVRW. From the beginning, PVRW maintained

Assistant Treasurer/Reservations
eulachris1893@gmail.com

a reputation as a vigorous and active club, and

Linda Stacey

has remained a powerful force within the Fed-

Secretary
llstacey@yahoo.com

eration to this day. We educate our members
through programs presented at our monthly
meetings (the third Wednesday of every
month—except July and August), through our
monthly newsletter (The Patriot), and by
attending AzFRW quarterly meetings.

Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) is a member of the
Arizona Federation of Republican Women (AzFRW) and the
National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW).
Annual PVRW dues are: $30 for Active Members; $25 for
Associate and Pachyderm Members.
http://www.nfrw.org/
https://azfrw.com/

2014 Palo Verde Republican Women Committee Chairs
Americanism/Chaplain

Carol Peters

Patriot Editor

Cheryl Pelletier

Arrangements/Hospitality

Nancy Pryor

Parliamentarian

Michelle Creveling

Award Hours

Nina Natoli

Patriot Assistant Editors

Marjorie Collins

Bylaws

Eileen Fiedler

Caring for America

Karen Garrett

Political Ed./Legislation

Paula Linker

Education

Open

Publicity

Marcia Thompson

Fundraising/Jewelry Sales

Dee Mancini

Roster

Linda Stacey

Community Service

Jan Stephenson

Voter Registration

Anita Rodriguez

Gold Mine

Marjorie Collins

Webmaster/Social Media

Cheryl Pelletier

Laura Bush

Colleen Goodrich

Roberta Heine
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Palo Verde Republican Women

Save the Dates! Our 2015 Program/Luncheon Schedule:


January 21 Yvonne Cahill, Co-Chair



of ASU’s Center for Political Thought and
Leadership


discuss COP’s approach to convention of the

February 18 ASU Adjunct Law

March 18 Frank Riggs, President &
CEO of Joe Foss Institute



Director of Compact for America (COP) will
states.

Professor Charles A. James to speak on
Federalism


April 15 Seth Liebsohn, radio host

June Nick Dranias, President & Executive

(9-



July and August Summer break



September 16 To be announced



October 21 To be announced



November 18 To be announced



December 16 Our Annual

11 PM, Monday thru Friday, KKNT--960 AM, The
Patriot) writer, editor, policy, political, and communications expert.


Christmas Party

May 20 To be announced
Follow Us On Twitter, Like Us On Facebook,
and Visit Our Website Regularly!
Women of Palo
Verde RW like to be
on the cutting edge.
We’ve created a
website, a Face Book
page, and a Twitter
account to help you
stay informed. Be
sure to like us on
Facebook, follow us
on Twitter, and
check our website
daily for the latest
news and commentary.

www.PaloVerdeRepublicanWomen.com

Follow us on Twitter. Our handle is
@PaloVerdeGOPWmn

Palo Verde Republican Women: Women Having Fun While Advancing the Conservative Cause.

