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11:00 a.m. Social 

11:30 a.m. Program/Lunch 

Grayhawk Golf 

Club: 

8620 East Thompson Peak 
Parkway, The Fairway 
House, Scottsdale         

REMINDER! The cost of the luncheon is $30 whether you are paying credit card, check or 
cash!  AND please note our new policy: your reservation MUST be made by Thursday, 
June 15th at midnight. Please be considerate and honor this policy!  

To make a reservation for our luncheon, contact us by email: pvrwlunch111@yahoo.com, 
or call Sherry Gray at 480-515-3638. 

Join Us On June 21st! 

We’re pleased to an-

nounce that Secretary 

of State, Michele 

Reagan, is our sched-

ule keynote speaker 

for our June 21st 

luncheon. Please join 

us and learn what 

Secretary Reagan is 

doing to transform 

the office and “improve pubic access to 

everything from political contributions 

to genealogy records.” Michele’s efforts 

have earned her a leading role on the 

National Election Cybersecurity Task 

Fore as a member of the Association of 

Secretaries of State as well as 

the Executive Board of the 

Lieutenant Governor’s Associ-

ation.” (http://

www.votereagan.com/

index.php/about-michele/ 

retrieved on June 1). 

We’re also honored to an-

nounce that Loraine Pellegrino, 

president of the Arizona Feder-

ation of Republican Women, of 

which Palo Verde RW is a mem-

ber, also will speak on the history of 

this dynamic group of Republican 

women in our state. Please join us! 

On the Menu: 

• Chicken Chopped   

Southwestern Salad 

• Blueberry Crisp 

• Coffee/Tea/Wine Bar 

Michelle Reagan, 
Secretary of State 
for Arizona 

Loraine Pelle-
grino, President 
of the Arizona 
Federation of 
Republican 
Women 

Join Us On June 21: Our Keynote   

Speaker is Michele Reagan! 

In May, Conservatives Cooked 

to the tune of almost $5,000!  

Candidate for U.S. Senate, Dr. 

Kelli Ward, shows off her delec-

table Sweet Potato Casserole, 

one of the many dishes brought 

for auction. Go to page 6 for 

the details! 

mailto:pvrwlunch111@yahoo.com
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These two books will help to make us wiser. 
 
A third book I strongly recommend is A Gentleman in Mos-
cow by Amor Towles.  Although it's 462 pages, it is an easy 
read.  Since Russia is in the news daily, we need to learn all 
we can about this obtuse country.  The book begins in 
1922 not long after the Bolshevik Revolution and continues 
through the Stalinist era to Kruschev.  However, it is a nov-
el with government activities in the background.  It is the 
story of Count Alexander Rostov who is sentenced to 
house arrest for the rest of his life in the Metropol Hotel in 
Moscow by a Bolshevik Tribunal because he is deemed an 
unrepentant aristocrat.  It is filled with thoughtful sayings 
and philosophies.  It will cause you to think about what is 
happening in our country today. 
 
Another book just for fun but containing both humorous 
and philosophical information is Old School – Life in the 
Sane Lane by Bill O'Reilly and Bruce Feirstein.  This book is 
about values.  Forces today are attempting to diminish our 
treasured traditional ways of looking at life.  O'Reilly calls 
these forces Snowflakes.  So...are you Old School or  Snow-
flake?  I know where I stand! 
 
Lastly,  if you still have some free time and want to curl up 
inside when it is 115 degrees outside, I recommend a non-
political historical fiction novel Under the Wide and Starry 
Sky by Nancy Horan.  This page-turning novel brings the 
romance between famed writer Robert Louis Stevenson 
and his adventurous wife Fanny to life!  Because both Louis 
and Fanny were prolific writers, the story is based on facts 
as the framework.  The author uses their writings to create 
an account of Fanny and Louis's individual journeys.  It is 
an engrossing story.  Two of Stevenson's most famous nov-
els are Treasure Island  and The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde. 
 
We all ask each other a lot of questions.  But we should all 
ask one question a lot more often:  What are you reading?  
Reading isn't just a respite from observing the anger in our 
country; it isn't just a strike against narrowness, mind con-
trol and intimidation:  It's one of the world's greatest joys!  
Hopefully by the end of the summer all of us will be health-
ier, happier, and wiser! 
 
Best regards, 

Jan 
 

President’s Message 

What We Need to Read! 
The summer season is here and hopefully our over-scheduled 
hectic lives will slow down and allow us time to savor and 
ponder what is going on in the world around us.  It is im-

portant that we find time to pick up a 
book and READ!  Reading is proven to 
make us healthier, happier, and wis-
er.  Science shows a plethora of ben-
efits to reading—for example, read-
ing novels can help you understand 
the feelings of others and make you  
more personable.  Summer is a great 
time to re-discover your love of read-
ing. 
 
According to Will Schwalbe, “Reading 
is the best way I know to learn how 

to examine your life.  By comparing 
what you've done, and your thoughts 
and theories and feelings with those 

of others, you learn about yourself and the world around 
you.  Perhaps that is why reading is one of the few things you 
do alone that can make you feel less alone.  It is a solitary 
activity that connects you to others.” 
 
I'm going to suggest some titles that you might enjoy and 
some that might make you wiser. 
 
The first book I recommend is Future Right— Forging a New 
Republican Majority by Donald T. Critchlow.  Dr. Critchlow is 
the Director of A.S.U.'s Center for Political Thought and Lead-
ership.  He spoke to Palo Verde in January and is helping us 
set up our scholarship endowment.  He suggests that “the 
conditions are there for Republicans to emerge as the domi-
nant party of the future.” Read to see what Republicans can 
do to make this happen. 
 
A second book I propose is The Intimidation Game—How The 
Left Is Silencing Free Speech by Kimberley Strassel.  Ms. Stras-
sel will be the featured speaker at our “Right and Bright” 
event on October 28th.  Her book provides a chilling exposé of 
political scare tactics and shines a much-needed light on how 
liberal activists and the Democratic machine bully the politi-
cal process.  It gives an insightful look at how the Left is or-
chestrating a coordinated campaign to bully Americans out of 
free speech.  She suggests ways we can deal with this intimi-
dation but first we need to be aware this is happening and 
that it is not random. 
 

Jan Stephenson, Presi-

dent  of Palo Verde 

Republican Women 



 3 

 

Oh the Places We Go and the Things That We Do 

The List of 
Our Club’s 

Awards  
Continues          
to Grow! 

Presented with the AZGOP Team     

Player Award (2017) 

The Patriot Voted the BEST             

Newsletter by the Members of the     

Arizona Federation of Republican  

Women (2015) 

Designated by the AZGOP the           

Best Republican Club of Arizona (2014) 

r the country to show our support for the 45th president of the United States. As of this writing, no word in the main-
stream press about our efforts. But  shockingly enough, we found this at Huffington Post: Trump Is About To Get 
Thousands Of Ruthless, Hilarious Postcards. Apparently the counter-project to ours is worth reporting but not ours! 
This is what we have to look forward to for the next four years.  

2017 Lincoln Day 
Luncheon: Maricopa 

County Republicans held 
their Lincoln Day lunch-
eon on Saturday, May 
13th. Keynote speakers 
were Arizona GOP Chair-
man Jonathan Lines and 
Governor Doug Ducey.  

The event is held annu-
ally to honor the hardest 
working Maricopa coun-
ty Republican precinct 
committeemen and 
women. Palo Verde was 
a “Celebration Sponsor” 
of the event.  

A special congratula-
tions to associate mem-
ber Nancy Cottle for  
being acknowledged as 
the best precinct      
committeewoman in 
Legislative District 25!  

See You In            
September! 

We’re taking the sum-

mer off.  So we’ll see 

you in September! 

After June, our next 

luncheon meeting takes place on September 20th. 

AZGOP Chairman Jonathan Lines is slated as our 

special guest! 

We will continue to conduct our monthly Politics 

Uncorked happy hours and Let’s Talk conversation 

groups. Watch your email for future announce-

ments. Enjoy your summer and stay cool! 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/ides-of-trump-postcards_us_58c821d5e4b081a56defd866
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/ides-of-trump-postcards_us_58c821d5e4b081a56defd866
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In and Around Town 

Follow the Money! Did you know that a group of citizens has gotten together in an attempt to 

place an initiative on the ballot which would enable the citizens of Scottsdale to decide whether or not a De-
sert Discovery Center (DDC) should be built at the Gateway Trailhead on the McDowell Sonoran Preserve? 
The group is currently collecting signatures to allow the people, rather than our city officials, to decide the 
outcome of this issue. 

Go to http://protectourpreserve.org to learn more about the 
citizen’s group behind the attempt to allow this extremely 
important issue to come before the residents of Scottsdale. 
For more information about the Discovery Center itself, and 
to see who backs the center, go to http://
www.scottsdaledesertcenter.com. And as you are contem-
plating both sides of the issue, remember Rep. David 
Schweikert’s wise words: “Follow the money” to find out 
who is really behind any project or issue. Do your own re-
search! 

Reprinted from the May 2017 issue of The Patriot. 

Tom Thumb rock formation at the top of the       
Tom Thumb Trailhead in the McDowell                 
Sonoran Preserve. 

Scenes from Memorial Day, May 29, 2017. Thanks to member Tracey Gray for the photos. 
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$500.00 gift certificate for CHICO’S 
$250.00 gift certificate to MARMI 

$200.00 gift certificate for CHARMING CHARLIE  
AND 

$50.00 for a relaxing lunch at OLIVE AND IVY! 
 
 
 
 

 And the Winner is… 

All ticket proceeds will support our   
“ASU CENTER FOR POLITICAL THOUGHT AND 

LEADERSHIP”  Endowment! 

1 ticket for $25.00 
5 tickets for $100.00 

Congratulations to Pat Rousseau who won 
the Shopping Spree! Pat said she gave it to 
her daughter and granddaughter and they 

are loving it! 

 

Everyone For Your Support! 



 6 Conservatives Cook in May! 

Conservatives Cook took place at our May meeting. Jan D’Atri was amazing as our auctioneer. Jonathan Lines (AZGOP Chairman), 
Sheila Meuhling (Maricopa County Republican Committee [MCRC] Treasurer), Yvonne Cahill (MCRC Second Vice-Chairman and co-
chair of ASU Political Thought & Leadership), Dr. Kelli Ward (past Arizona State Senator and current candidate for U.S. Senate), 
Frank Riggs (candidate for State Superintendent of Schools), Steve Watson (Maricopa County School Superindentent), Steve Chucri 
(Maricopa County Supervisor, District 2) and Susan Kay Schultz (past president of Paradise Republican Women and and co-chair of 
ASU Political Thought & Leadership) were our awesome cooks. All together we earned a total of  $1,275.00 for Conservatives Cook 
and $3,760.00 for Shopthe ping Spree. Joan Lang reported that she submitted a check to ASU Political Thought & Leadership for 
$4,935.00 which brought our total endowment total to $15,158.00! 
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Conservatives Cook in May! 



 8 Right and Bright! Arizona Political Thought & Leadership 
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Political Education and Legislative Action 

you can write for a one time only to your alter-
nate address. Make sure that you get confirma-
tion of this letter.   
 
Watch for updates on the Recorder activities 
and D.C.-RNC news and activities. 

 
Paula Linker 
Political Education and Legislation 
 

This Will NOT Be a 
Quiet Summer 
 

Support Trump 
Now that step one, the Comey testimony is in the 
books, let’s leave it to the attorneys and move on. 
There will be more. Politicians on both sides and the 
Special Counsel are not finished. This chapter alone 
has been a grueling ordeal. We should be encouraging 
President Trump to pursue the agenda and thanking 
him for standing strong. Please call the White House 
202-456-1111 or email “WhiteHouse.gov” with a brief 
message of support.  

 

Recorder’s New Policies 
There will be several things to watch for this summer. 
I will keep you updated on all the news and the ramifi-
cations coming out of the Maricopa County Democrat 
Recorder Fontes’ Office. He is taking advantage of 
loop holes and things that former recorder Purcell was 
planning to do. Fontes is accelerating them and walk-
ing a fine line moved by the power he feels is his, DE-
SPITE the closeness of his election victory.   

 

Voter Registration 
Please make sure that your voter registration infor-
mation is up to date. Even if you have moved across 
the street or to another condo unit, you must re-
register. If you register on the written form make sure 
you retain the yellow copy.  
 
If you register on the internet at Service Arizona.gov 
or Secretary of State.gov, please make sure that it is 
received by calling the Recorder’s Office at 602-506-
3535 to confirm. In both cases, you should get your 
Voter Registration card within two weeks. 
  
I do not know what will be on the Scottsdale ballot—it 
will be mailed to the address of record in October, 
2017. It cannot be forwarded. If the address is correct 
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Are you married? Yes, I am 

married to Ralph, a retired Ar-

my officer.  We have been mar-

ried forty-three years. 

Children? Yes, two step-

children: Tom in Florida, Kim in 

California. 

Grandchildren? Four 

Any pets? We have two treas-

ured felines, April and Lily. 

Hobbies? Politics, volunteering, 

movies, gardening, Husker  

football. 

Education/Career? University 

of Nebraska, member Phi Beta 

Pi sorority; BA degree with con-

centration in Elementary Educa-

tion, Colorado Woman's Col-

lege.  Employment Counselor, 

San Francisco; Elementary Edu-

cation Teacher, Omaha Public 

Schools; Office Manager, Infor-

mation International, DC; Confi-

dential Assistant Appointee 

(Reagan Administration), Na-

tional Transportation Safety 

Board, DC; Office Manager,   

Yellowstone Basin Properties, 

Bozeman Montana. 

Getting to Know Member Nancy Pryor 

Nancy Pryor is an enormous asset to our club. She’s a lovely, kind-hearted friend to our club. And if you’ve ev-
er wondered who is behind the spectacular room and table decorations at each of our luncheons, this is our 
gal! For many years, Nancy, as Hospitality Chair, has taken it upon herself to ensure our luncheons maintain 
an air of festive professionalism. But alas, all cannot go on forever. Nancy is stepping down from her position 
at the end of June. When you see her, be sure to thank her for all that she has done and will continue to do for 
our club! We love you Nancy. And thanks for your friendship and commitment to our club. You’re the best! 

Where are you from original-

ly?  Nebraska 

What brought you to Arizona 

and how long have you lived 

here? We have lived in Arizona 

for 16 years. What brought us 

here is climate, climate, climate 

and the wonderful Sonoran life-

style. Summers can be a bit 

warm but the winters are glori-

ous. We are truly thankful to 

have found our forever place to 

live! 

Please let us know of anything 

else you wouldn't mind sharing 

with us. I would like to tell eve-

ryone in Palo Verde how very 

much you have all enriched my 

life. It is a joy and privilege to be 

a member of this great club and 

I am looking forward to more 

years of friendships and togeth-

erness.  A special thank you to 

Paula Linker for introducing me 

to Palo Verde and to everyone, 

thanks for your encourage-

ment, support, blessings and 

love.  God Bless You, God Bless 

the Republican Party, and God 

Bless America! 

Nancy Pryor and her husband Ralph. 

Nancy’s treasured felines April        

 



 11 

 

About The Patriot Newsletter 

The Patriot is published for Palo Verde RW club mem-
bers and interested friends. It is emailed in color or 
sent via the United States Postal Service in black and 

Carol Peters/Americanism Chair 

June is the sixth month of the year and it brings us 
Summer, Father's Day, Flag Day and the Summer 
Solstice.  June's birthstones are the pearl, alexan-
drite and moonstone.  June's birth flower is the 
rose.  June is also the month for the following 
"observances": National Candy Month (Yay!), Na-
tional Dairy Month, World Environment Day and fi-
nally, National Iced Tea Month! 
 

Real holidays and special days in June are:  the 14th 
is Flag Day; 18th is Father's Day and the 21st is the 
First Day of Summer. 
 

Special June dates in American history include: 
 

6/1/1813:  Captain James Lawrence of the US Navy 
gave his last command: "don't give up the ship!" 
6/3/1916:  Louis Brandeis, first Jewish member of 
the Supreme Court, was sworn in 
6/5/1968:  Sen. Robert F. Kennedy was assassinated 
in Los Angeles 
6/6/1933:  The first drive-in movie theater opened 
in Camden, New Jersey 
6/8/1948:  Texas Star Theater, one of TV's first hit 
shows, debuted with Milton Berle as host 
6/10/1854: The U.S. Naval Academy graduated its 
first class 
6/11/1859:  The Comstock silver lode was discov-
ered in Nevada 

Americanism 

Notes on America  

Noteworthy! In 2015, The Patriot 

was voted the best club newsletter 

by the women of the Arizona         

Federation of Republican Women. 

6/12/1987:  In West Berlin, Ronald Reagan challenged 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to "tear down this wall"! 
6/14/1954:  President Eisenhower signed the bill adding 
"under God" to the Pledge of Allegiance 
6/16/1884:  The first American roller coaster opened at 
Coney Island, NY 
6/18/1983:  Sally Ride became America's first woman in 
space when she blasted off aboard the space shuttle 
Challenger 
6/20/1975:  The summer sensation movie "Jaws" was 
released 
6/22/1970:  President Richard Nixon signed the bill low-
ering the voting age to eighteen 
6/24/1949:  Hopalong Cassidy, the first TV western, be-
gan airing on NBC 
6/25/1950:  The Korean War erupted when North Korean 
troops invaded South Korea 
6/27/1950:  President Truman ordered the Air Force & 
Navy into the Korean War 
6/29/1925:  An earthquake leveled much of downtown 
Santa Barbara, CA 
6/30/1950:  President Truman ordered U.S. ground 
troops into Korea 
 

 

 

No government ever voluntarily 
reduces itself in size.  Govern-

ment programs, once launched, 
never disappear.  Actually, a 

government bureau is the near-
est thing to eternal life we'll ever 

see on earth!   

President Ronald Reagan 

IF YOU DO NOT TAKE AN INTEREST IN THE AFFAIRS 
OF GOVERNMENT, THEN YOU ARE DOOMED TO 

LIVE UNDER THE RULE OF FOOLS.   
 

PLATO 
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Birthdays and New Members 

June/July/August Birthdays! 

June Birthdays! 

Gail Scharte, 6/3 
Felicia Kurz 6/4 

Michelle Stigge 6/5 
Loralee DeSanto 6/7 
Cindy Rubicam 6/10  

Sheila Roe 6/11 
Verna Wangler 6/13 
Helene Gross 6/19 

Nancy Jones-Dwyer 6/21 
Linda Gomez 6/21 

Bobbi Polomsky 6/23 
Jill Byers 6/25 

Wilma Knapp 6/25 
Joe Junker 6/25 

Peter Lenton 6/27 
Carole Wolfe 6/28 

 

July Birthdays! 

Marcia Thompson 7/1 
Tom Sheahan 7/2 

Jan Cyr 7/3 
Linda Milhaven 7/4 
Marilyn Archer 7/5 

Cindy Hill 7/5 
Jean Molloy 7/5 

Bonnie Stallone 7/6 
Lorrie Mikula 7/9 
Sue Larsen 7/10 

Honey Levin 7/11 
Lou Ann Clark 7/12 

Rosemary Taber 7/13 
Yvonne Cahill 7/18 

Joyce Schweikert 7/18 
Cheryl Pelletier 7/19 
Royer Collins 7/20 
Liz Van Valin 7/20 

Karen Wiswell 7/25 
Anita Rodriguez 7/26 
Virginia Korte 7/27 
Jane Di Giulio 7/27 

 

August Birthdays! 

Nina Davis 8/4 
Rosemary Hansen 8/8 

Sherrie Lowenstein 8/10 
Vicki Taradash 8/10 

Rev Clyde Bowen 8/11 
Ginger Barry 8/14 

Sondra Gorraiz 8/14 
Irina Baroness von Behr 8/16 

Gary Miller 8/17 
Rosalie Barley 8/20 
Larry Peters 8/21 
Helen Balush 8/27 

Nancy Corbett 8/27 
Susan Wearly 8/29 

Welcome                  
New Members!  

Karen Kundin 

Brenda White 
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Palo Verde Republican Women was chartered in 

January 1974 under the guidance of Mrs. Joan 

Wood who became the club’s first president. Most 

of the charter members had been a part of Scotts-

dale Republican Women, one of the most active 

groups in the state of Arizona. The club eventually 

withdrew from the National Federation of Republi-

can Women and member Joan Wood and others 

who wished to remain in the Federation formed 

Palo Verde RW. From the   beginning, Palo Verde 

RW maintained a reputation as a vigorous and ac-

tive club, and has        remained a powerful force 

within the Federation to this day. We educate our 

members through programs  presented at our 

monthly meetings (the third Wednesday of every 

month—except July and  August), through our 

monthly newsletter (The Patriot), and by attending 

AzFRW quarterly meetings. 

 

2016/2017 Palo Verde RW Officers 

Jan Stephenson 
President 

stephensonaz@cox.net 

Roberta Heine 
1st Vice President, Programs 

bertagreg@cox.net 

Sherry Gray 
2nd Vice President, Membership 

sbgray9999@yahoo.com 

Joan Lang 
3rd Vice President, Outreach/Community Service 

wandjlang@gmail.com 
 

Cheryl Pelletier 
Secretary 

cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com 

Liz Van Valin 
Treasurer-Budget 

lizvanvalin@gmail.com 

Americanism/Chaplain/Greeter Carol Peters 

Arrangements/Hospitality  Nancy Pryor 

Awards/Hours   Jan Stephenson 

Bylaws/Goldmine   Eileen Fiedler  

Community Service  Joan Lang 

Fundraiser   Anita Rodriguez 

Parliamentarian   Michelle Creveling 

Patriot Editor/Webmaster  Cheryl Pelletier 

Patriot Assistant Editors  Marjorie Collins 

    Roberta Heine 

Patriot Distribution  Marjorie Collins 

Photography/Social Media Kelly Sallaway 

Political Education/Legislation Paula Linker 

Special Events   Loralee DeSanto 

Voter Registration   Anita Rodriguez 

   

 

2016/2017 Palo Verde Republican Women Committee Chairs 

Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) is a member of the  Arizo-

na Federation of Republican Women (AzFRW) and the National 

Federation of Republican Women (NFRW).  

Annual PVRW dues are: $30 for Active Members; $25 for    Associ-

ate and Pachyderm Members. 

http://www.nfrw.org/ 

About Palo Verde                      

Republican Women 

A Proud Member Of NFRW: Palo Verde Republican Women 
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January 18: Dr. Donald Critchlow from 
ASU’s Political Thought & Leadership 

February 15: Terri Gilberg on “Bias in    
the Media.” 

March 15: Barry Webb, Author, 
“Confessions of an (ex) NSA spy: Why 
America and Its Allies are Losing the War 
on Terror!” And Lori Klein, Republican Na-
tional Committeewoman for Arizona, will 
speak briefly. 

April 19: Caroline Lynch, National Security 
Expert on Tweet’s, Wiretaps and Russia, 
Oh My! 

May 17: Conservatives Cook 

Save the Dates! Our 2017 Program/Luncheon Schedule 

Palo Verde Republican Women 

Follow Us On Twitter, Like Us On Facebook, 

and Visit Our Website Regularly! 

Women of Palo 

Verde RW like to be 

on the cutting edge.   

We’ve created a 

website, a Face Book 

page, and a Twitter 

account to help you 

stay informed. Be 

sure to like us  on 

Facebook, follow us 

on Twitter, and 

check out our     

website daily for the 

latest news and 

commentary. 

www.PaloVerdeRepublicanWomen.com 

Follow us on Twitter. Our handle is 

@PaloVerdeGOPWmn 

Palo Verde Republican Women: Offering the spirit of Friendship to all Women who share our Republican Values  

June 21: Secretary of State, Michelle 
Reagan/AzFRW President, Loraine Pelle-
grino 

July and August (Summer Break) 

September 21: Jonathan Lines, Arizona 

Republican Chairman 

October 18: Larry Schweikart, co-author 

(with Joe Pollack of Breitbart.com) of 

How Trump Won: The Inside Story of a 

Revolution and A Patriot’s History of the 

United States 

November 15: Veteran’s Program 

December 20: Annual Christmas Party  


