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With Loralee DeSanto as Editor, in 2013 Named the Best Club Newsletter by the National Federation of Republican Women! 

Can the States Fix Our Broken 
Federal Government? 

The federal government is reaching beyond its constitu-
tionally-established boundaries. Many believe that Arti-
cle V of the Constitution can put a halt to our abusive 
government by calling a Convention of States—thereby 
returning the power from our ruling elites to "we the 
people." 
  
Join us on Wednesday, June 17th, to hear Nick Dranias, 
President and Executive Director of Contract for Ameri-
ca Educational Foundation, Inc., talk to us about what 
we can do. Working together with state legislatures, 
"we the people" can restore the checks and balances 
that were put in place by our founding fathers to stop 
our out of control, abusive and overreaching federal 
government.  

 

11:00 a.m. Social 

11:30 a.m. Program/

Lunch 

Grayhawk Golf Club: 

8620 East Thompson Peak 

Parkway, The Fairway 

House, Scottsdale         

The cost of the luncheon is $25. Checks are preferred but credit cards are accepted. To 

make a reservation for our luncheon, contact Edith Stock by email: 

pvrwlunch@gmail.com, or call her at 480.298.7818 (cell).  
 

Please note that reservations are REQUIRED.  And a reservation MADE is a reserva-

tion PAID!    

On the Menu: 
Apple & Brie Stuffed  

Chicken Breast 

Vegetables 

Red Velvet Cake 

Coffee/Iced Tea/   

Wine Bar 

Join Us On June 17th! 

The PatriotThe PatriotThe Patriot   

 

Jan Stephenson’s Community 

Outreach plans are paying off! 

See page 8 to find out how! 

Pictured here, left to right,     

Rev. Myron Jackson, candidate 

for LD27 House of Reps and 

Palo Verde RW member     

Cheryl Pelletier. 

mailto:pvrwlunch@gmail.com


 

Dear Ladies, 

Reporting on the activities at AzFRW Summer Meeting, 
our attendees found unexpected challenges with parlia-
mentary procedure. As a matter of disclosure, I want to 
share with you the details of what occurred.  

As standard operating protocol, the nominating com-
mittee was asked to acquire names of prospective 
nominees for the 2016-2017 Executive Board, actively 
seeking the candidacy of qualified women throughout 
the State. Those of us in attendance, confirmed by 
feedback we received from other club members, be-
lieve, in fact, that the nominating committee did not 
proactively seek out qualified women within Arizona.  
Not one President of any club received a call asking for 
the names of prospective candidates.  If this is true, I 
must ask the question: Why not?  I, for one, as well as 
those in attendance from Palo Verde and other clubs 
find it difficult to believe other clubs do not have mem-
bers who would be willing to step up as state officers. 
As leaders and as a State Federation, we must be more 
proactive at seeking out qualified candidates that rep-
resent all clubs, not just a few. If allowed to continue, 
this type of behavior encourages cliques and favoritism, 
and values or lack thereof, that as Republicans we can-
not tolerate. 

More on protocol… AzFRW Bylaws allow for an excep-
tion to the rule that no more than two persons from 
any one region may serve on the Executive Committee. 
If an exception is to be made, it must be made with the 
approval of the Executive Committee. The Executive 
Committee, however, did not approve any such excep-
tion and no such exception was voted upon.  As an ex-
ample, as many as three women from the same club 
(and region) were nominated to be on the Executive 
Board for 2016-17. 

During the meeting, AzFRW President Mary Williams 
called for nominations of Officers from the floor.  Our 
State Bylaws require the call for nominations from the 

Thoughts From The Saddle… by Joan Lang,                     
Palo Verde Republican Women President 
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Well, here we are, a week before 
the last meeting for the summer. I 
hope you all have a fantastic few 
months and come back to us ready 
to tackle the rest of the year!  We 
have wonderful programs lined up 
for you, too.  
 
At our June 17th meeting we will 
elect our delegates for the Arizona 
Federation of Republican Wom-

en’s (AzFRW) "mini" Convention scheduled to take 
place on September 10th, right before the National 
Convention is set to begin. The club will pay for your 
registration should you decide you become a Dele-
gate! Because of the size of our club (second or third 
largest in the state behind RW of Prescott), we are al-
lotted 14 delegates—all of whom will help to elect 
new Arizona Federation leadership, so please raise 
your hand at the June meeting and put your name in 
the hat! 

You will be hearing from us over the summer when 
important political or club news happens....but other 
than that, have a great summer, stay cool and come 
back to us ready to volunteer for our candidates and 
help us help Republicans win the Presidency in 2016. 

Lacey is anxious to get going....off to the barn! 

Joan 

 

 

 

 

Joan Lang, President 

of Palo Verde      

Republican Women 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  I am making my message 

shorter than usual because Michelle Creveling, our 
club’s Parliamentarian, has some comments to 
make about the AzFRW meeting which took place 
from May 16-17 in Mesa.  

An IMPORTANT Message from Our               
Parliamentarian: Michelle Creveling,             

Reporting on the AzFRW Summer Meeting  



 speak the truth. Author Thomas Hardy stated, “If an 
offense come out of the truth, better is it that the 
offense come than that the truth be concealed.” When 
such things occur as in appropriate action taken by lead-
ership, it is our duty and responsibility to take action to 
steady the course and return such indiscretions to right 
action. We cannot sit quietly by and ignore the behavior 
of a few irresponsible leaders to set the course of our 
direction. In positive ways, we will work on correcting 
errors in fact and/or judgment when such error concern 
our club.  

If you have comments or opinions you’d like to share, 

please send them to Cheryl Pelletier at  

cheryl.pelletier@reagan.com . 

 

Michelle 
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floor to be made at the State Convention, not the State 
meeting. Allowing this call to occur at the State meet-
ing has the impact of closing nominations, which would 
then not allow nominations to be made from the floor 
at the Convention. Though AzFRW leadership appar-
ently believed this to be protocol, based on the State 
Bylaws and Roberts Rule of Order, this action was in 
fact, not in line with the State Bylaws. When the matter 
was brought to the attention of those at the meeting, 
those bringing the objection were shut down—no dis-
cussion was allowed, no notice was given. This is unac-
ceptable behavior on the part of our State Leadership.  

The voting body of the AzFRW voted to suspend the  
amount of days that the Biennial Convention would be 
in attendance in 2015 (the Executive Board voted to 
suspend only the words “on the second day”), when in 
fact, no vote had been taken to suspend any rules of 
the Convention or of  the Bylaws.           

Continuing with the Summer meeting, we elected our 
eight State Delegates and eight Alternates for the Na-
tional Convention. The process here was also a matter 
for concern. Members vote for eight INDIVIDUAL Dele-
gates and eight INDIVIDUAL Alternates. Though cumu-
lative voting is not allowed, cumulative voting was in 
fact allowed at the Summer meeting, giving some 
women more votes than the total number of votes eli-
gible to be voted. This process enabled the retention of 
control in the hands of a few “insiders,” certainly NOT 
the spirit of AzFRW values. 

Ann Coulter and Dennis Prager have commented that 
the most important trait anyone can have is courage to 

The Palo Verde RW Nomination Committee is looking 

to fill the following positions for the 2016—2017 

term: President; 1st VP, Programs; 2nd VP, Member-

ship; 3rd VP, Club Outreach; Treasurer/Budget; Asst. 

Treasurer/Reservations; and Secretary. If you are 

interested in any of the following positions please 

contact Sherry at: sbgray9999@yahoo.com. Get 

involved! You’ll be glad you did because it is fun  

and highly rewarding. 

The Nomination Committee is Looking for a Few Good Women! 

Member 122! Patti is a friend of Carol's. She happened to walk into the coffee shop at Grayhawk when our Nominating Committee was 

meeting there and the rest, as they say, is history! Pictured here, from left to right: Palo Verde RW Nomination Committee members      

Nancy Pryor, Carol Peters, member number 122: Patti Smith, Judy Clouse, and Sherry Gray. 

Knowing what’s right    

doesn’t mean much unless 

you do what’s right. 

President Theodore Roosevelt 

mailto:cheryl.pelletier@reagan.com
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At the AzFRW summer meeting held in Mesa 

on May 15-16, our president, Joan Lang host-

ed a party in her suite at Mesa Hilton. All at-

tendees were invited to join Joan for some 

snacks and beverages and to get to know her 

and what she will do should she be elected as 

AzFRW President.  Joan really would make a 

wonderful AzFRW President. Thanks to mem-

ber Nancy Pryor for all of these wonderful 

photos! 

Jerry and Marilyn Hayden hosted Utah Sen-

ator, Mike Lee, at a fundraiser held in their 

beautiful North Scottsdale home. Pictured 

left to right are Palo Verde RW associate 

members Jim Gray, and Jerry Hayden along 

with Senator Mike Lee. Senator Lee will be 

up for re-election in 2016. Hopefully he will 

succeed in his bid for a second six-year 

term. We need his common sense, limited 

government ideology in the U.S. Senate! 
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Thank you to all of our new members and guests who attended our May meeting! The word is out there about what a great group of wom-

en we are here at Palo Verde RW. At our May luncheon, we quite possibly had more guests and new members in attendance than we did 

regular members. When we called all new members and guests to come to the front of the room, these four photos display the results!  Keep 

spreading the word. The presidential election of 2016 is right around the corner and we’ve got our work cut out for us to ensure a Republi-

can returns to the White House in January of 2017.  
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Senator (and Doctor) Kelli Ward (serving AZ’s 5th Legislative District AND potential candidate 

for U.S. Senate to run against U.S. Senator of Arizona John McCain) was our guest speaker. 

She provided us with her background including how she went from doctor to state senator, and 

as well as discussed bills that are working through the state legislature. Senator Ward closed 

by taking many questions from the audience. And she stayed long after the meeting was over 

to talk with anyone wanting to speak with her one-on-one.  To contact Senator Ward , please 

do so using any one of these three ways: Email: KelliWardArizona@gmail.com; Facebook: 

www.Facebook.com/KelliWardForArizona; Twitter: @KelliWardAZ. 
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May Meeting Recap in Pictures (cont’d) 
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On Sunday, May 31st, twenty three of us attended Bethesda Community 

Baptist Church in Phoenix. Afterwards we mingled with the congregation at 

an ice cream social. And we met with Reverend Myron Jackson (yellow jack-

et), Republican candidate for Arizona state House in Legislative District 27. 

Many thanks to Bruce Linker for providing the photos for this event! 

Community Outreach 
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Books for Bethesda Community Baptist Church 
Jan Stephenson, 3rd Vice President, Outreach Chair 

Palo Verde’s Community Service Committee is working 

with members of Bethesda Community Baptist Church in 

South Phoenix.  Pastor James Preston has suggested that 

some of his members don’t have many books in their 

homes.  We would like to provide a small library for their 

church so their children have books available to read at 

home.  We are asking you to bring gently used or new 

books to our June 17th meeting.  Preferably we are asking 

for K-4th grade levels but any books you can provide will 

be appreciated.  Adult books will also be accepted. 

Our plan is to sponsor Story Time at the church one Sat-

urday a month.  We will read stories, have an art activity, 

then have pizza for lunch.  All children will be able to take 

books home with them.  Parents will be invited to ob-

serve or take part if they wish.  Our goal is to encourage 

reading in the home which in turn will help students raise 

their reading levels.  As many of you know, one of the 

standards of Common Core is to have all students read-

ing at grade level by the end of third grade.  If a child is 

not reading at that level, he/she will not be promoted.  

Community Outreach (cont’d) 

Pastor Preston is concerned some of his students may fall into 

this category.  We are hoping that an infusion of books and 

encouraging parents to read to their children will have a major 

impact on the reading levels of the children at Bethesda Com-

munity Baptist Church.  

We also encourage many of you to participate in this project.  

If you would like to read stories or come and be part of the 

group, please let us know.  We will have carpools driving down 

to South Phoenix. 

Thank you for your generosity in helping us help others. 

 

Jan Stephenson 

P.S. In case you don't know what books to get, I found a 
Reading List: Bookhive African Reading List for Primary, 
Bookhive Multicultural Reading List for Primary, or 
Bookhive Historical Reading List for Primary.  You can go 
to: 
http://www.cmlibrary.org/Bookhive/books/category.asp?
category=af to obtain some ideas. 

As was reported by Karen Garrett, Caring for America Chair 

(May issue of The Patriot), in April we completed our Shoebox 

Ministry Mother’s Day Project. We donated more than 100 

purses and multiple bags of filler items. Above is ShoeBox Minis-

tries’ thank you to all of those who helped out. This message  

appeared in their new latest newsletter. At right are photos of 

the Mother’s Day event. 

http://www.cmlibrary.org/Bookhive/books/category.asp?category=af
http://www.cmlibrary.org/Bookhive/books/category.asp?category=af
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Are you married? Yes.  I’ve been married to Jack Mollin for 

18 wonderful years.  The day I met Jack was one of the 

luckiest days of my life! 

Children?  No, but my wonderful 

sister, Roberta Meluskey, shares 

her handsome son and beautiful 

daughter with me (see the May 

2015 Patriot to learn more about 

Lori’s sister Roberta)! 

Any pets?   My two precious fur 

babies are Tiki Ray and Berrie Blu.  

They are talented, intelligent, and 

Republican all American, 

“Australian Shepherds” (this breed 

should be called American 

Shepherd as it was devel-

oped in the western United 

States and not Australia). 

Hobbies?  Doing Dog Agility 

activities with my two dogs, 

hiking, plus being outdoors 

and active.  Additionally, 

wine and good food are 

BIG interests (LOL)! 

Education/Career?  I grad-

uated from Arizona State 

University (ASU) and pur-

sued a career in the Institutional Investment, Pension, 401

(k) area. 

Where are you from originally? What brought you to Ari-

zona? How long have you lived here?  I am originally from 

New Jersey (central) and first came to Arizona to attend 

ASU.  After the national company I worked for closed its 

Arizona offices (they viewed us as a tertiary marketplace), I 

moved back East to seek a comparable position.  The 

minute I got back there, I recognized my mistake and 

planned and plotted to get back 

home to Arizona.  We’ve been hap-

pily home for 4 years. 

What got you involved in politics? 

How involved are you in politics? 

My wonderful 5th grade teacher first 

inspired my interest in politics and 

American History. 

I have become more & more in-

volved since becoming a PC for 

Granite Mt.  I used to only focus on 

national politics and now under-

stand how im-

portant local 

issues are.  Also 

the fact that my 

brother-in-law, 

Alexander 

Meluskey, is 

running against 

John McCain, 

has propelled 

my involvement 

to a whole new 

level. 

Please let us 

know anything 

else about you that you wouldn't mind sharing with us.  

Both Jack and I are passionate about our Scottsdale  

Preserve Land and hope to see it expanded.  We deeply 

love our country and our state, and are so grateful to  

be here. 

Getting to Know Lori Mollin: Another Blue-stater Finds  
Her Place in Red Arizona! 

Photo above: Jack and Lori Mollin. Lower left  

photo: Lori’s Australian Shepherd, Tiki Ray.      

Lower right photo: Lori and her Australian      

Shepherd, Berrie Blu. 



 

 

About The Patriot Newsletter 

The Patriot is published for PVRW club members and 

interested friends. It is emailed in color or sent via the 

United States Postal Service in black and white.         

The  Patriot is distributed by the second week of each 

month with the exception of July and August. If you 

wish to submit an article, or provide content for this 

newsletter, please contact Cheryl Pelletier, Editor, at: 

480.406.9227 (cell) or email Cheryl at                        

cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com. 

 

Carol Peters/Americanism Chair 

June is upon us along with the rising summer temperatures, 
wilting flowers and Arizona residents planning their summer 
getaways.  June is also the month when we observe Flag 
Day.  The birth of the Stars and Stripes has an interesting his-
tory to it.  On June 14, 1777, during the Revolutionary War, 
the Continental Congress in Philadelphia adopted the Stars & 
Stripes as the official national flag.  In 1916, President Wood-
row Wilson established Flag Day as an annual national cele-
bration.  Then in 1949, Congress and President Truman offi-
cially made June 14 a permanent yearly observance. 

 "You're a grand old flag...you're a high flying flag and forever 
in peace may you wave. 

You're the emblem of the land I love..the home of the free 
and the brave. 

Ev'ry heart beats true 'neath the Red, White & Blue, where 
there's never a boast or brag.. 

Should auld acquaintence be forgot..keep your eye on the 
grand old flag!" 

June dates of importance are: 

6/14:           Flag Day 
6/21:           Father's Day and the first day of summer 
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Notes on America  

Noteworthy! With Loralee DeSanto 

as editor, in 2013 The Patriot was named 

the best club newsletter by the National 

Federation of  Republican Women. 

June's moments in history include: 

 6/1/1774:  In response to the Boston Tea Party, Britain closed the 
port of Boston 

6/2/1924:  Congress granted U.S. citizenship to American Indians 
6/4/1942:  The Battle of Midway, a turning point in the Pacific in 
World War II, began  
6/5/2004:  Ronald Reagan died 
6/6/1944:  D-Day 
6/6/1944:  The battle of D-Day began with the assault on the 
beaches of Normandy 
6/9/1973:  Secretariat won the Belmont Stakes, becoming the first 
Triple Crown winner in a quarter century  
6/11/1895: Charles Duryea received the first U.S. patent for a gas-
oline powered automobile 
6/13/1967: President Lyndon Johnson nominated Thurgood Mar-
shall to become the first black justice on the Supreme Court 
6/15/1775: Congress placed George Washington in command of 
the Continental Army 
6/17/1775: Patriot & British troops fought the Battle of Bunker Hill 
near Boston 
6/19/1862: Slavery was outlawed in the U.S. territories 
6/20/1975: The summer sensation movie "Jaws" was released 
6/22/1945: The Battle of Okinawa ended with an Allied victory 
6/24/1949: "Hopalong Cassidy", the first TV western, began airing 
on NBC 
6/26/1844: John Tyler became the first U.S. president to get mar-
ried while in office 
6/27/1950: President Truman ordered the Air Force & Navy into 
the Korean War 
6/30/1953: The first Chevrolet Corvette rolled of the assembly line 

in Flint, Michigan 

WREATHS ACROSS 
AMERICA 

We’ll be collecting money all 
summer long for Wreaths Across 
America. Please remember our 

Vets when you’re enjoying Inde-
pendence Day and know THEY 

are the reason we have            
Independence Day. 

 

We must be free not because we 
claim freedom, but because we 

practice it. 

William Faulkner 
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In 2014, Palo Verde RW was named 

the Best Republican Club in the 

state!  We didn’t win it in 2015 but 

we’ll try again next year! 

Happy Birthday To Our Dear Members! 
 
 

 

 

 

June Birthdays 
Jill Byers, June 25 

Loralee DeSanto, June 7 
Linda Gomez, June 21 
Carolie Greig, June 18 

Nancy Jones-Dwyer, June 21 
Felicia Kurz, June 4 

Bobbi Polomsky, June 23 
Cindy Rubicam, June 10 
Barb Salenko, June 28 
Gail Scharte, June 3 

Joyce Schweikert, June 18 
Michelle Stigge, June 5 
Verna Wangler, June 13 

Carol Wolfe, June 28 

Palo Verde RW is pleased to announce our           
NEWEST members:   

Rosalie Barley, Bette Jefferson,                                    
Barbara Fenstermacher, Carolie Greig, Janet Mohr, 

Dale Moss, Patti Smith, Karen Wiswell 

 

Welcome to our family! We’re so glad to have you    
as part of our club. 

 

 

July Birthdays 
Marilynn Archer, July 5 
Sarah Chiuppi, July 21 

Jan Cyr, July 3 
Jane Di Giulio, July 27 

Cindy Hill, July 5 
Mary Holland, July 17 
Sue Larsen, July 10 
Honey Levin, July 11 
Lorrie Mikula, July 9 

Cheryl Pelletier, July 19 
Anita Rodriguez, July 26 
Rosemary Taber, July 13 
Marcia Thompson, July 1 

Liz Van Valin, July 20 



 

Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) was 

chartered in January 1974 under the guidance 

of Mrs. Joan Wood who became the club’s first 

president. Most of the charter members had 

been a part of Scottsdale Republican Women, 

one of the most active groups in the state of 

Arizona. The club eventually withdrew from 

the National Federation of Republican Women 

and member Joan Wood and others who 

wished to remain in the Federation formed 

PVRW. From the beginning, PVRW maintained 

a reputation as a vigorous and active club, and 

has remained a powerful force within the Fed-

eration to this day. We educate our members 

through programs presented at our monthly 

meetings (the third Wednesday of every 

month—except July and August), through our 

monthly newsletter (The Patriot), and by 

attending AzFRW quarterly meetings. 

2014 PVRW Officers 
Joan Lang 

President 

wandjlang@gmail.com 

Roberta Heine 
1st Vice President, Programs 

bertagreg@cox.net 

Judy Clouse 
2nd Vice President, Membership 

JCBuick58@yahoo.com 

Jan Stephenson 
3rd Vice President, Club Outreach 

stephensonaz@cox.net 

Sherry Gray 
Treasurer/Budget 

sbgray9999@yahoo.com 

Edith Stock 
Assistant Treasurer/Reservations 

eulachris1893@gmail.com 

Linda Stacey 
Secretary 

llstacey@yahoo.com 

Americanism/Chaplain  Carol Peters 

Arrangements/Hospitality Nancy Pryor 

Award Hours   Nina Natoli 

Bylaws    Eileen Fiedler  

Caring for America  Karen Garrett 

Education   Open 

Fundraising/Jewelry Sales Dee Mancini 

Community Service  Jan Stephenson 

Gold Mine   Marjorie Collins 

Laura Bush   Colleen Goodrich 

Patriot Editor   Cheryl Pelletier 

Parliamentarian  Michelle Creveling 

Patriot Assistant Editors Marjorie Collins 

    Roberta Heine 

Political Ed./Legislation Paula Linker 

Publicity   Marcia Thompson 

Roster    Linda Stacey 

Voter Registration  Anita Rodriguez 

Webmaster/Social Media Cheryl Pelletier 

 

2014 Palo Verde Republican Women Committee Chairs 

Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) is a member of the 

Arizona Federation of Republican Women (AzFRW) and the 

National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW).  

Annual PVRW dues are: $30 for Active Members; $25 for 

Associate and Pachyderm Members. 

http://www.nfrw.org/ 

https://azfrw.com/ 

About Palo Verde                      

Republican Women 
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Palo Verde Republican Women: Women Having Fun While Advancing the Conservative Cause. 

 January 21 Yvonne Cahill, Co-Chair of 

ASU’s Center for Political Thought and Leadership 

 February 18 ASU Adjunct Law   Professor 

Charles A. James to speak on  Federalism 

 March 18 Frank Riggs, President & CEO of 

Joe Foss Institute 

 April 15 Debbie Moak, NotMyKid, and Seth 

Liebsohn, radio host   (9-11 PM, Monday thru Friday, 

KKNT 960 AM, The Patriot) writer, editor, policy, po-

litical, and communications expert.   

 May 20 Arizona State Senator Kelli Ward 

 

Save the Dates! Our 2015 Program/Luncheon Schedule 

Palo Verde Republican Women 

 June 17th Nick Dranias, President & Executive 

Director of Comtract for America (COP), will  discuss 

COP’s approach to  convention of the states. 

 July and August Summer break 

 September 16 Dr. Kenneth Kearns  re: "Bias 

in the Women's Health Institute Study:  The Profound 

Impact;" and "Women's Health:  The Research Agenda 

hits Home."  

 October 21 Seth Liebsohn (KKNT 960 AM, 

The Patriot), on Terrorism. 

 November 18 To be announced 

 December 16 Our Annual Christmas Party 

Follow Us On Twitter, Like Us On Facebook, 

and Visit Our Website Regularly! 

Women of Palo 

Verde RW like to be 

on the cutting edge.   

We’ve created a 

website, a Face Book 

page, and a Twitter 

account to help you 

stay informed. Be 

sure to like us  on 

Facebook, follow us 

on Twitter, and 

check our     website 

daily for the latest 

news and commen-

tary. 

www.PaloVerdeRepublicanWomen.com 

Follow us on Twitter. Our handle is 

@PaloVerdeGOPWmn 


