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Middle East Peace:                      
The Great Deception 
Meir Jolovitz is our guest speaker on January 20th! Mr. Jolovitz was 
born in Israel, and has spent his entire adult life involved with pro-
Israel advocacy, having lectured extensively on Middle East 
affairs.  Meir obtained his M.A. in International Relations and Politi-
cal Theory. The subject of his thesis – years ago – seems very timely 
these days: “The Politics of Terror in the Middle East: A Study of 
Ideology, Strategy and Tactics.”  

Meir has edited a number of Israel-related publications, authored numerous political op-ed 
pieces, and has written his share of speeches for various politicians in support of Israel. Pro-
fessionally, his resume is rich in  Jewish communal work, as well as with matters of public 
affairs, including serving as the National Executive Director of the Zionist Organization of 
America – the oldest pro-Israel Zionist organization in America.  

Today, Meir Jolovitz continues to be involved in pro-Israel advocacy, lecturing on various geo
-political and strategic affairs, and current issues that affect Israel and the United States.  

 

11:00 a.m. Social 

11:30 a.m. Program/

Lunch 

Grayhawk Golf Club: 

8620 East Thompson Peak 

Parkway, The Fairway 

House, Scottsdale         

 

NOTICE OF FEE INCREASE! The cost of the luncheon is $27 if paying by credit 
card. Pay with cash or by check and the cost is $26.  Checks are preferred but 
credit cards are accepted.  

To make a reservation for our luncheon, contact Helen Gross by email: 
pvrwlunch111@yahoo.com, or call her at 928.273.1926.  

On the Menu: 

Chicken Piccata on   

Angel Hair Pasta with 

Roasted Asparagus and 

Roma Tomatoes 

Tiramasu 

Coffee/Tea/Wine Bar 

Join Us On January 20th! 

Meir Jolovitz 

Offering the spirit of Friendship to all Women who share our Republican Values 

Lin Sue Cooney was our De-

cember speaker. She is pictured 

here with our club’s wonderful 

new photographer, Kelly Salla-

way! For a look at her fabulous 

photos go to page 6-7. 

mailto:pvrwlunch@gmail.com


 Palo Verde RW: Offering the Spirit of Friendship! 

Verde Republican Women’s next President.  I look for-

ward to working with all of you.  We are powerful 

women!  We have what it takes to do great things!  To 

keep our powerful image, we need to continue to be 

visible in our city, state and country. 

During the officer installation ceremony, Julia Graham 

challenged each of our officers in a different way to 

serve in 2016.  Julia gave to me the Angel of Friend-

ship—for those who share the Spirit of Friendship.  Our 

Motto is going to be: “Palo Verde Republican Wom-

en—offering the spirit of Friendship to all Women who 

share our Republican Values.  We want all our mem-

bers to share this friendly spirit. 

Along with the “Spirit of Friendship”, our theme for 

2016 is “United We Stand, Divided We Fall”.  All Repub-

licans must unite in a spirit of friendship to bring a new 

regime to Washington, D.C.  Together we CAN elect a 

Republican President!  I look forward to seeing each of 

you at our January meeting! 

Jan 

Page 2 President’s Message 

2016 is going to be an ex-

citing year—a year of new 

regimes:  

 New National Federa-

tion of Republican Women 

President—Carrie Almond 

from Missouri 

 New Arizona Federation 

of Republican Women Pres-

ident—Lorraine Pellegrino 

from Ahwatukee 

 New Palo Verde Repub-

lican Women President—Jan Stephenson from 

Scottsdale 

 New Region 8 Director—Allison Mary from Scotts-

dale—an Assoc. Member of Palo Verde 

If we can all work together, we’ll elect a new Republi-

can regime in Washington, D.C.—a Republican Presi-

dent of the United States of America! 

I am honored and humbled to be selected as Palo 

Jan Stephenson, new     

President of Palo Verde           

Republican Women 

Our 2016 Membership Drive Is Going 

On Now!! At our December meeting, plan on re-

newing your membership for the 2016 year. Annual 

dues are still $30 for full membership. If you are a 

member of another  Republican Women’s club, but 

want to become an associate member of our award 

winning club, annual dues are $25. For other member 

categories, please see page 19 of this newsletter. 

 



 

Page 3 Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do!  
Every month, ladies from our club head over to Bethesda Bap-

tist Church for some reading and an art project. In December 

Jan Stephenson read The Polar Express while Ann Graham led 

the children in a wonderful winter wonderland art project. 

The children even took home some great Christmas gifts. If 

you can, please join us in January! 

Bethesda    

Baptist Church 

Reading Party 

on December 

19th, 2015. 

Above: Our favorite little reader! 

At Right: The begin-

ning of Ann Graham’s 

art project for the chil-

dren. 

At Left: The finished 

product! Ann is SO 

TALENTED!!!! 
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Palo Verde RW participated in a wreath laying ceremony at 

the National Memorial Cemetery of Arizona on December 

12th. The event is organized by Wreaths Across America.  

Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do!  



 

Page 5 Community Outreach 

Karen Garrett/Caring for America Chair 

A warm THANKS goes out to all who participated in our Christmas season drives this year. We filled my van up 
twice with all of the Shoebox Ministry socks, St. Mary's Food Bank food, and Family Promise children's gifts! 
 
Our Christmas Tree Giving Project helped 55 Family Promise "Aftercare" children feel special for Christmas. The 
families receive support after their homelessness to keep them on the right track. The staff was delighted and 
humbled by your generosity!  
 
These projects are what make Christmas special. 

Karen 

We’ve Got Some Exciting News! 

Joan Lang, our club’s 3rd Vice President Outreach/Community Service, is work-

ing diligently to create a 501(c)3 called Palo Verde Outreach. The purpose of 

the 501(c)3, which is completely separate from Palo Verde RW, is to allow do-

nors wishing to support our club’s chosen charities to write off their contribu-

tions.    

The Palo Verde Outreach executive board consists of the following individuals: 

Joan Lang, Honey Levin, Loralee DeSanto, Jean Johnson and Colleen Goodrich.  

Stay tuned! More details to follow once everything is finalized. 



 

Page 6 December Meeting Recap in Pictures 

At our Christmas party, Lin Sue Cooney, channel 12 news anchor for thirty years, and now Director of Community Engagement at Hospice of the Valley, 

was our guest speaker. Julia Graham, club member and wife of AZGOP chairman Robert Graham swore in the club’s new executive board: Jan Stephen-

son, President; Roberta Heine, 1st VP Programs; Sherry Gray, 2nd VP, Membership; Joan Lang, 3rd VP Community Service; Cheryl Pelletier, Secretary; 

Karen Garrett, Treasurer, and Helene Gross, Asst. Treasurer. Julia challenged each board member with a specific goal as they lead our club: Jan to work 

together and unite as friends, Roberta to celebrate the good around us, Sherry to soar to new heights, Joan to have courage to stand firm where we 

stand, Cheryl for peace within our party and country, Karen to learn to love those we serve, and Helen to remember those who have kept us free! 

Photos courtesy of Kelly Sallaway. 
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December Meeting Recap in Pictures 
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   Education/Literacy 

Honey Levin/Education/Literacy Chair 

Editor’s Note: As reported by Honey at the Palo Verde RW Board Meeting held on Monday, January 4th. 

Background for Prop 123 to be voted on in May of 2016 

Arizona State Trust Land contains 9.2 million acres. Going back to 1863, by an act of Congress that established the 
Arizona territory, it also endowed the new territory with lands that were taken away from the Federal domain. 
The dominant purpose of the revenue from the lands was for the funding of Arizona schools. In 1915, the Land 
Department and the system which manages the lands today was put into effect under the mandates of the Feder-
al Enabling Act and the Arizona Constitution. 

Revenue comes from leasing or selling the land to the highest bidder at public auction.  

Five years ago, there was a lawsuit by Arizona schools against the state of Arizona because lawmakers illegally ig-
nored a voter-approved requirement in 2000 to boost state aid to schools annually. To satisfy those schools, in 
October of 2015, the Arizona legislature approved an increase by more than 2 billion dollars over the next decade 
for money to be taken out of the Land trust for the schools. This led to the writing of Proposition 123 which says 
that this would mean an extra 3.5 billion dollars for education through 2025. 

However, State Treasurer, Jeff DeWit is afraid that Governor Doug Ducey and other supporters of the ballot meas-
ure will have to dip into the principal of the trust. The wording says it will not and DeWit feels this is only to sway 
the votes. 

DeWit also claims that the larger distributions cannot take place until Congress amends the law of 1912 which said 
that federal statutes limit the way Arizona could invest the trust dollars. Former Rep. John Shadegg disagrees. In 
1999 Shadegg sponsored an amendment in Congress which is broad enough to allow Arizona voters through ap-
proving the required amendment to the State Constitution, to decide how they want to spend the trust. 

DeWitt, as of this writing, has not decided whether to pursue a lawsuit which may end up before the Arizona Su-
preme Court. 

Paula Linker/Political Education and Legislative Action Chair 

This Presidential cycle is certainly a wild one. After our nomine is elected in Cleveland in July, we will all come back 
together to defeat the Democrats. If we don’t vote Republican, it is a vote for Hillary. This election will require all 
of us to do what we can to win. Our Presidential Preference Election is March 22. Early ballots will go out near the 
end of February. The regular Primary for everything else is in August. 
 
The petition process will continue through early May. You can sign as many petitions as there are positions for 
that office. For example, three Scottsdale City Council, one for Mayor, two for Arizona State Legislature, one for 
Senate. Federal offices—one each for Senate and House. 
 
There are two debates this month. Thursday, January 14, 4:00pm and 7:00pm on Fox Business Network; and 
Thursday, January 28, 4:00 and 7:00, Fox News Channel.  
 
The RNC’s new ad campaign emphasizing the diversity of our Party has been noted by some local media in several 
states, although not here yet. It was announced in the Morning Reads sent out Thursday, and it was reported on 
Fox, and in the state media on Friday. The Republican National Committee has set up a social media operation that 
seems to be working. 

Political Education and Legislative Action 



Page 9 Wreaths Across America 
Michelle Creveling/Wreaths Across America Chair 



Married:  I am married to William Barley 

Children: No 

Pets: We have two beautiful cats; Catrick Mew-

ing a black exotic, and Catherine a Persian, and 

an umbrella Cockatoo - Henrietta 

 

Hobbies: I collect signed, First Edition, mystery 

books from authors such as: Stuart Woods, 

John Sanford, Michael Connelly, Ed McBain, 

Sue Grafton, Patricia Cornwell, Tony Hillerman, 

Michael Crichton, Dick Francis, John Grisham. 

 

Career: Logistics/Inventory Control Manager 

for The J. M. Smucker Co., Technical Support 

Supervisor for Palo Verde Nuclear Generating 

Station, Small Business Owner (MWBE), RosBar 

Enterprises which consults to the nuclear and 

public utilities, and luxury real estate agent for 

RE/MAX Excalibur. 

 

I was born in Modesto, CA and raised in Arizo-

na. I lived in California from 1969 to 1985 in 

the Monterey Bay area. I moved back to Arizo-

na in 1985 to 1993. Then we moved to Rich-

land, WA, well known for the Hanford atomic 

cleanup site. From Richland , we moved back 

to Arizona and have lived in Scottsdale since 

1998. 

 

I got involved in politics after leaving Cali-

fornia.  I woke up one day and looked 

around to see how dramatically California 

had changed just in the time that I lived 

there. I had been too busy, like most peo-

ple, to notice what was happening 

around me. I am involved in politics as 

much as time permits.  

What  

Page 10 Getting to Know New Member Helene Gross 

 

Are you married? Yes, to Phil Gross, for 38 years. 
 
Children? Two sons, Michael and David. 
 
Grandchildren? Four 
Grandchildren. 
 
Any pets? No more pets, 
but I loved pet sitting. 
 
Hobbies? Tennis, Zumba, 
gardening,  reading. 
 
Education/Career? I was a 
paralegal with Quarles 
Brady Steigh Lang, along 
time ago.  I had my Real 
Estate License and 
worked for Coldwell 
Banker and John F Long. 
 
I attended Phoenix Col-
lege and Western Inter-
national University. 
 
Where are you from 
originally? What 
brought you to Arizona? 
How long have you lived 
here? I was born in Pan-
ama (I am an Air Force brat) and lived on Long Island, 
New York.  I have been in Arizona since 1964. 
 
What got you involved in politics? How involved are 
you in politics? I probably got interested in politics 
when John F. Kennedy was President. I got very in-
volved when I moved to Prescott.  I was a member of 
RWOP (Republican Women of Prescott) and was Hospi-
tality Chair for two Presidents and absolutely loved it. 
 

Please let us know anything else about you that you 

wouldn't mind sharing with us. While in Pres-
cott, where I retired, I became a volunteer of so 
many groups: docent at Sharlot Hall Museum, a 
costumer with Elk's Opera House, RWOP, Pres-

cott Noon Lioness, member of the 
Phippen Art Museum, Alta Vista 
Garden Club, sang in the church 
choir in Prescott and Phoenix and 
when I lost my dogs I became an 
active dog sitter “Pet Pals.” 
 

Editor’s Note: Helene Gross is 

new to our club but not to AzFRW.  
As she indicates in her interview, 

she was a member of the largest 
club in both the AzFRW and 
NFRW! We’re lucky to have such 
a go getter join our club. She’s 
already stepped up to the plate 
and been named to Palo Verde 
RW’s executive board as our As-
sistant Treasurer! Thanks Helene! 

We are lucky to have you. 

Helene Gross: Volunteer Extraordinaire! 

 



 

 

About The Patriot Newsletter 

The Patriot is published for PVRW club members and 

interested friends. It is emailed in color or sent via the 

United States Postal Service in black and white.         

The  Patriot is distributed by the second week of each 

month with the exception of July and August. If you 

wish to submit an article, or provide content for this 

newsletter, please contact Cheryl Pelletier, Editor,      

at: 480.406.9227 (cell) or email Cheryl at                   

cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com. 

 

Carol Peters/Americanism Chair 

A New Year is upon us to be steadfast in our efforts to enable 
Republicans to win their elections & turn this country 
around!!  Let's do it! 
 
January has only two holidays....New Years Day (1st) 
and Martin Luther King Day (18th).   
 
Many of the American Colonists began each year by opening 
the latest edition of their favorite almanac.  The most famous 
one was Poor Richard's "Almanack", published by Benjamin 
Franklin from 1733 to 1758.  The almanac provided weather 
predictions, astronomical data & agricultural infor-
mation.  The colonists especially loved its humor, verses and 
practical advice all dispensed by "Poor" Richard Saunders, a 
fictional astrologer whom Franklin invented to be the editor 
of his publication.  Some of the more interesting proverbs 
include: 
 

 A penny saved is a penny earned. 

 Well done is better than well said. 

 Little strokes fell great oaks. 

 One today is worth two tomorrows. 

 Laziness travels so slowly that Poverty soon overtakes 
him. 

 People who are wrapped up in themselves make small 
packages. 

 
Moments in history that occurred in January include: 
 
1/1/1863:  Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Procla-
mation, declaring all slaves to be set free 
1/3/1870:  Construction began on the Brooklyn Bridge in New 
York City 

Page 11 Americanism 

Notes on America  

Noteworthy! In 2015, The Patriot 

was voted the best club newsletter 

by the women of the Arizona         

Federation of Republican Women. 

1/4/2007:  Nancy Pelosi became the first female Speaker of the 
House  (a day that will live in infamy) 
1/6/1759:  George Washington & Martha Dandridge Custis were 
married 
1/8/1987:  The Dow Jones Industrial Average closed above 2,000 
for the first time 
1/10/1753: Poor Richard's Almanac predicted "wind & falling 
weather, then very cold" for the second week of January 
1/12/1906: The Dow Jones Industrial Average closed above 100 for 
the first time 
1/14/1784: The Continental Congress ratified the Treaty of Paris, 
ending the Revolutionary War 
1/16/1953: Chevrolet introduced the Corvette at New York City's 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
1/17/1994: A magnitude 6.7 earthquake struck Southern Califor-
nia, killing at least 61 people 
1/19/1977: Snow fell in Miami for the first & only time 
1/21/1977: President Jimmy Carter pardoned almost all Vietnam 
War draft evaders 
1/23/1855: The first permanent bridge over the Mississippi River 
opened in Minneapolis 
1/24/1984: The first Apple Macintosh computers went on sale, and 
revolutionized the personal computer industry 
1/25/1890: Nellie Bly completed her 72-day around the world trip 

1/27/1973: The Paris Peace Accords officially ended the Vi-
etnam War 
1/29/1843:  William McKinley, the 25th president was born. 
His picture is on the $500 bill if you ever see one 
1/31/1990: McDonald's opened its first fast food restaurant 
in Moscow 

Ronald Reagan once said:  

Loyalty, faithfulness, commit-
ment, courage, patriotism, the 
ability to distinguish between 
right & wrong....I hope that 

these values are as much a part 
of your life as any calculus 

course or social science study. 
These values should be ours as well in 

2016! 
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In 2014, Palo Verde RW 

was named the Best      

Republican Club in the 

state!  We didn’t win it in 

2015 but we’ll try again         

this year! 

 
 

 

 

Palo Verde RW is pleased to announce our                   
NEWEST members:   

Victoria Cuomo, Ann Graham, Barbara Sargenti,          
Chris Coleman, Jack Mollin 

Welcome to our family! We’re so glad to have you as  
part of our club!!! 

 



 

Palo Verde Republican Women was chartered in 

January 1974 under the guidance of Mrs. Joan 

Wood who became the club’s first president. 

Most of the charter members had been a part of 

Scottsdale Republican Women, one of the most 

active groups in the state of Arizona. The club 

eventually withdrew from the National Federa-

tion of Republican Women and member Joan 

Wood and others who wished to remain in the 

Federation formed Palo Verde RW. From the   

beginning, Palo Verde RW maintained a reputa-

tion as a vigorous and active club, and has        

remained a powerful force within the Federation 

to this day. We educate our members through 

programs  presented at our monthly meetings 

(the third Wednesday of every month—except 

July and  August), through our monthly news-

letter (The Patriot), and by attending AzFRW 

quarterly meetings. 

2016/2017 Palo Verde RW Officers 
Jan Stephenson 

President 

stephensonaz@cox.net 

Roberta Heine 
1st Vice President, Programs 

bertagreg@cox.net 

Sherry Gray 
2nd Vice President, Membership 

sbgray9999@yahoo.com 

Joan Lang 
3rd Vice President, Outreach/Community Service 

wandjlang@gmail.com 

 

Cheryl Pelletier 
Secretary 

cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com 

Karen Garrett 
Treasurer-Budget 

azgarrett@gmail.com 

Helene Gross 
Assistant Treasurer/Lunch Reservations 

heleneg1@cox.net 

Americanism/Chaplain/Greeter Carol Peters 

Arrangements/Hospitality  Nancy Pryor 

Awards/Hours   Roberta Heine/Joan Lang 

Bylaws/Goldmine   Eileen Fiedler  

Campaign   Lori Mollin 

Community Service  Joan Lang 

Financial Review   Linda Rizzo/Liz Van Valin 

Education/Literacy  Honey Levin 

Fundraising/Ways & Means Open 

Leadership   Nina Natoli 

Parliamentarian   Michelle Creveling 

Patriot Editor/Webmaster  Cheryl Pelletier 

Patriot Assistant Editors  Marjorie Collins 

    Roberta Heine 

Patriot Distribution  Marjorie Collins 

Photography/Social Media Kelly Sallaway 

Political Education/Legislation Paula Linker 

Reservations   Helene Gross 

Roster    Linda Stacey 

Voter Registration   Anita Rodriguez 

 

 

2016/2017 Palo Verde Republican Women Committee Chairs 

Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) is a member of the  

Arizona Federation of Republican Women (AzFRW) and the 

National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW).  

Annual PVRW dues are: $30 for Active Members; $25 for Asso-

ciate and Pachyderm Members. 

http://www.nfrw.org/ 

https://azfrw.com/ 

About Palo Verde                      

Republican Women 
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Palo Verde Republican Women: Women Having Fun While Advancing the Conservative Cause. 

 January 20 Pro-Israel Advocate, Meir 

Jolovitz, to speak on Middle Eastern Affairs. 

 February 17 Alex Melusky, Candidate 

for U.S. Senate. 

 March 16 Mona Oshana and Sam Darno 

on Iraq. 

 April 20 Arizona State Treasurer Jeff 

DeWit on the Financial State of the State.   

 May 18 Laura Knaperek, former Arizona 

state legislator, plus several other experts on get-

ting solar power into Scottsdale. 

 

Save the Dates! Our 2016 Program/Luncheon Schedule 

Palo Verde Republican Women 

 June 15 TBD 

 July and August Summer break 

 September 21 Arizona state Rep. (LD28)

Kate Brophy McGee, to provide legislative update. 

 October 19 TBD 

 November 16 TBD 

 December 21 Our Annual Christmas Party. 

Follow Us On Twitter, Like Us On Facebook, 

and Visit Our Website Regularly! 

Women of Palo 

Verde RW like to be 

on the cutting edge.   

We’ve created a 

website, a Face Book 

page, and a Twitter 

account to help you 

stay informed. Be 

sure to like us  on 

Facebook, follow us 

on Twitter, and 

check our     website 

daily for the latest 

news and commen-

tary. 

www.PaloVerdeRepublicanWomen.com 

Follow us on Twitter. Our handle is 

@PaloVerdeGOPWmn 


