February 2015

Volume 2, Issue 2

The Patriot
With Loralee DeSanto as Editor, in 2013 Named the Best Club Newsletter by the National Federation of Republican Women!

Inside this issue:
President’s Message

2

Field Trips/Events!

3

January Meeting
Recap

7

Community Service

9

Wreaths Across
America

10

Notes on America

11

About PVRW/AzFRW/
NFRW/Member
Application

13

Save the Date: Our
Meeting Schedule

15

Charles James, ASU Adjunct Law Professor and
Assistant Attorney General Under President George
W. Bush to Speak on Federalism
We’re excited to announce that Charles James has agreed to be our featured
speaker in February. He will speak to us on the topic of Federalism, a political
concept our country was founded upon but that seems to be
slipping from our grasp as the federal government deems
more and more power for itself.
According to the ASU Faculty Page: “During a 30-year legal
career, Professor James held some of the senior-most positions in American law, including government, private practice
and corporate law.”
Charles A. James

We hope that you will join us. We think that you’ll be glad
that you did!

Join Us On February 18th!
11:00 a.m. Social
11:30 a.m. Program/
Lunch

Grayhawk Golf Club:
8620 East Thompson Peak
Parkway, The Fairway
House, Scottsdale
It’s time to renew your
membership for 2015! Go to
page 14 for our
membership application.
It is imperative that you
renew by March 1 if you
want to be included in our
absolutely indispensable
club directory!

SPECIAL NOTE: You have TWO choices for lunch
this month. Please be sure to indicate your selection
when making your reservation.

On the Menu:
Artichoke Crusted
Grilled Salmon
Acini Pasta and
Garden Vegetables
OR
Cobb Salad
Chocolate Prada
Coffee/Iced Tea/Wine Bar

The cost of the luncheon is $25. Checks are preferred but credit cards are accepted. To
make a reservation for our luncheon, contact Edith Stock by email:
pvrwlunch@gmail.com, or call her at 480.298.7818 (cell). Please note that
reservations are REQUIRED. And a reservation MADE is a reservation PAID!

President’s Message
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Thoughts From The Saddle… by Joan Lang,
Palo Verde Republican Women President
January was one rough month! We
elected our Legislative District 23
State Committeemen and then
two weeks later had the election
of our State GOP Chairman. Both
elections are one for the books to
say the least. I have come away
from them with a new resolve to
Joan Lang, President
of Palo Verde Repubi- make sure to stand up to the
bullies, call out the tellers of half
can Women
or non-truths and to be an even
more ardent supporter of our Republican Party and
its platform.

OK, I got that off my plate, so let's move on to more
important things!
As you know, the Women2Women tour will be here
March 12th. RSVP's are required and the event is free.
So please see the invitation in this month's Patriot and
be sure to make your reservation. It will be an interesting evening with one on one conversation with COO
and CFO of Main Street Advocacy, Sarah Chamberlain
and Rep. Susan Brooks. Rep. Martha McSally also has
confirmed and will join in the conversation, too.

The AzFRW Winter meeting will be in Tucson on February 27-28. Please try and join us. Saturday is the general
Rumor has it that behind closed doors, there are ex- meeting followed by a luncheon. The keynote speaker
tremely ugly things being said about Republican wom- will be Rep. Martha McSally. The keynote for Friday's
en by some in LD23 leadership. Late last year a very lunch is Cindy McCain. Both should be interesting.
reliable source told me that the following was said I will be touting our National Convention each month.
about the ladies of Republican Women's Clubs: "They These Conventions are wonderful, and this one will be
are just a bunch of old hags who sit around all day extra special because most of the declared Presidential
stirring their witches’ cauldrons." WOW, how repulsive candidates will be here to speak to us. Sheila Muehling
is that? Such anonymous musings are horrifically has been persuaded, and has graciously accepted, to
disgusting, but also typical of the things said and print- head up a fantastic fundraiser for Palo Verde. Some of
ed by the district. It is even more egregious when one the profits will be used to offset the cost of the convenconsiders the hours upon hours our members donate tion for our members but the bulk of the evenings
to our community and to our party. We keep being profits will be used for all of our club projects. As plans
told by the district that we need to work 'together'. Do progress, you will be kept updated. This will be a great
you think such a thing can happen when comments event!
like these are being thrown around? Well ladies, we
know how much we do and how many we help so we Lacey is nickering for me....off to the barn!
can proudly say: No matter what others may say
about the Federation of Republican Women—
WE ROCK!

Joan

We’ve Got Republican Jewelry and We Know You Want Some! Hello Ladies of
Palo Verde! At our February meeting, be sure and take a look at the new items that have arrived on our jewelry table. We have some lovely bracelets, earrings, chains, etc. We even have lovely hostess gifts—red and
white cloth bags for $5, patriotic pens for $2.50, visors for $5, flag tie tacs for men or use them on your blouse/
jacket collar. You would be surprised how many people ask "What is that on your collar?”
Then you can say you are a registered Republican ready for less spending and more stability
for our country and around the world!
See you in February,

Dee Mancini

Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do!
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Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do!
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Congratulations to Palo Verde RW member Debbie Moak who has just been named director of the Governor’s Office for Children, Youth and Families by Governor Doug Ducey!
Here’s the press announcement:

Governor Doug Ducey Announces Director of Office for
Children, Youth & Families
PHOENIX - Governor Doug Ducey today announced the appointment of Debbie Moak as director of the Governor's Office for Children, Youth and Families
(GOCYF).
"For more than three decades, Debbie has been doing exceptional work to
educate, inspire and empower youth, families and communities throughout
Arizona and across the nation," said Governor Ducey. "Her passion for serving
others -- especially those most vulnerable in our society -- will be a tremendous asset to GOCYF, our administration and the state."
Debbie Moak is co-founder of the non-profit organization, notMYkid, where she has worked since 2000. In this role,
Ms. Moak has created prevention-based programs for six common behavioral health issues facing children, including
substance abuse, bullying, dating violence, internet safety, depression and eating disorders. Her notMYkid peer-topeer education programming currently is being modeled in more than 300 Arizona schools.
Additionally, Ms. Moak has personally presented substance abuse education programs to thousands of parents and
faculties in Arizona, as well as several other states and internationally in Scotland, Thailand and Guatemala. She also
has spearheaded two national annual awareness campaigns focused on educating hundreds of thousands of adults in
cities across the United States.
Previously, Ms. Moak worked for ten years as an elementary classroom teacher and a special education resource
teacher in Arizona, Ohio and Kentucky (1986-1996). She also volunteered as a librarian and was a board member
and donor for the Thomas J. Pappas School for the Homeless (1996-1999).
She is a current member of the Young Life Area Board, served on the Joe Foss Institute Board, and in 2010 was
awarded the Social Venture Partners Social Entrepreneur of the Year Award. Ms. Moak obtained a Bachelor of Arts in
Elementary Education from Northern Kentucky University (1985).
"I am honored to have the opportunity to continue serving the youth and families of Arizona through the office of
GOCYF," said Debbie Moak. "I am grateful to Governor Ducey and his administration for their enthusiasm and vision
to meet the needs of all of Arizona's families."
###
Retrieved on February 8, 2015 from http://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/governor-doug-ducey-announces-director-office-children-youth-families?Is%
20Featured=All&sort_by=title&sort_order=DESC&page=1

Any woman who understands the problems of running a home will be nearer to
understanding the problems of running a country.
Margaret Thatcher

Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do! (con’td)
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It has been a busy month for Republicans in the state of
Arizona. On January 10th, Maricopa Precinct Committeemen elected Maricopa County GOP leadership. The Arizona GOP Chairman’s Dinner was held on Friday evening,
January 23rd, and the AZGOP State Meeting took place
on Saturday, January 24th.
At the Chairman’s dinner, Palo Verde RW was nominated
for Best Republican Club but we did not win. No worries!
We’ll try again next year. Joan Lang, Karen Garrett,
Sherry Gray, Sheila Muehling and Cheryl Pelletier helped
with the Chairman’s dinner by working the check in table.
Karen Garrett and Cheryl Pelletier are our club’s two
State Committeemen and they attended the AZGOP state
meeting where state committeemen re-elected Robert
Graham for state chairman. Congratulations Robert!

Photos to left and one above: Paula
Linker and her husband Bruce attended
the January Fountain Hills Republican Club meeting. Senator Jeff
Flake was the keynote speaker. And
the club installed their new officers
including Palo Verde RW Pachyderm,
Dr. C. T. Wright. Dr. Wright is now the
club’s president. Congratulations C.T.!
Photos submitted by Bruce Linker.

Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do! (cont’d)
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In case you missed it, Joan Lang and Cheryl Pelletier wrote the following commentary and published it via our club’s
Constant Contact email account and official club website on Saturday, January 31st. The response was overwhelming.
We’ve received support from Republican leaders all over the state. One state senator wrote: “Joan and Cheryl: Nice job!!!
Thank you!” Others wrote to thank us and to tell us how brave they thought we were to speak out publicly, especially with
so many anonymous attacks coming from some of the more extreme corners of the Republican party in our state. We
don’t think it is brave. It’s just doing what we believe is right to do—signing our names to what we believe to be true.

Commentary: Supporters of Robert Graham called
“sheeple” being led by Nazi-like propagandists
By Joan Lang, Precinct Committeeman, President of Palo Verde RW and
Cheryl D. Pelletier, State Committeeman, Precinct Committeeman, Member of Palo Verde RW
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this email are from two of our Palo Verde RW club members: Joan Lang and
Cheryl Pelletier. Their opinions do not necessarily reflect the view of the club or its members as a whole.
The other day Cheryl made public her thoughts about the 2015 Arizona GOP meeting that took place on Saturday,
January 24th. In her post, she stated that she hopes that we can come together as Republicans within the state of Arizona. But it is hard to imagine this happening as the bomb throwing continues to take place in certain corners, including from the MCRC Briefs and Arizona Freedom Alliance.
Just yesterday (via a link at MCRC Briefs) it was discovered that on January 26th, someone by the name of Ben H
semi-anonymously (why not disclose your full name Ben?) posted on the Arizona Freedom Alliance website this
post: Thomas Paine is Dead, but his name is used for evil.
In Ben H’s post linked above, he writes this about Robert Graham and his supporters (emphasis ours):
“Unfortunately the sheeple who do not do their due diligence in researching the FACTS comprise the majority of Conservatives. They have been misled by the Goebbels-like Propaganda Ministry under the direction of Robert
and his brown shirt minions.”
Did he really go there? Because along with Joan Lang, our club's president, Ben H called out as sheeple not smart
enough to know when they're being led by Nazi propagandists the following Arizona elected officials:
Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio, former Secretary of State and candidate for governor Ken Bennett, current state Treasurer Jeff DeWit, current state Attorney General Mark Brnovich, state Superintendent of
Schools Diane Douglas, as well as Rep. Paul Gosar, Rep. Trent Franks PLUS other elected politicians and
state Republican leaders (you will find a full list of those who officially endorsed Robert at the end of this
post).
Apparently Joan's in good company!
We are only bringing this matter to your attention because as a party, this is what we’re dealing with. And we hope
that you will join us in calling out such hate-filled and ridiculous accusations. Because if we don’t make this stop—if we
don’t put an end to the divisive name calling—the Republican party in Arizona is going to get a whole lot smaller. (And
opponents of Robert Graham have the nerve to complain that he’s the reason for our shrinking party!?!?!?! Simply
amazing really…)
For a full list of the politicians and Republican leaders that Ben H at Arizona Freedom Alliance called “sheeple.” go
here:, Ken Bennett, Jeff DeWit, Casey Jones Endorse Robert Graham for AZGOP Chairman.

January Meeting Recap in Pictures
AzFRW’s member Yvonne Cahill (Paradise Valley RW, pictured at right with
Anita Rodriguez) is co-chair of Arizona State University’s new Center for
Political Thought & Leadership and she joined us in January to tell us
about the good work the center intends to do to educate our future young
leaders. The Center’s mission is to impart a deeper understanding of the
meaning of liberty and economic well-being to the academic and larger
public community through undergraduate education, scholarly research,
and public events. Something that is much needed as a result of the leftist
ideological indoctrination that has permeated colleges and universities
throughout our great country. Thanks for what you’re doing Yvonne!
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January Meeting Recap in Pictures (cont’d)
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Community Outreach
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Our Community Service activities will move forward in several directions in the next few months. We will
continue to visit the African-American Bethesda Community Baptist Church in South Phoenix on a monthly
basis to get to know the congregation. We will participate in the Shoe Box Ministry/Purses for homeless Moms.
Children will select a purse to give to their moms on Mother’s Day (see below for additional details). We are
planning an activity to show our support for the Scottsdale Police Department. We will inform you of the exact
dates for these activities and we hope all of you will make a concerted effort to participate. Palo Verde Republican Women is recognized as an activist organization because of you. Let’s keep up the good work!

Jan Stephenson
3rd Vice President, Community Outreach

Shoebox Ministries 16th Annual Mother’s Day Purse Drive (Feb – April)
Karen Garrett/Caring for America Chair
Will you help us with the Shoebox Ministries? The beautiful
CHILDREN of homeless moms choose a purse to present to their
MOMS on Mother’s Day! As many as 2,500 purses will be collected
and distributed to MANY women’s shelters like Chrysalis, Casa de
Amigas, and Sojourner Center.
Your generous donations will be accepted at the February, March,
and April Luncheons. Please donate new/gently used purses and/
or items to fill the purses. Used purses should be clean inside and
out with working zippers. Please be sure to remove personal items.
Checks made payable to PVRW are also accepted and will be used for a Palo Verde RW club member shopping spree to
purchase filler items. Filler items can include the following items:
For the FACE: All cosmetics - eye shadow, blush, mascara, bronzer, eye liner, lip liner, lipstick, lip gloss, foundation, blush
brushes, foundation sponges, eye shadow applicators, facial cleansers and lotions, toner, makeup remover, tweezers,
eyelash curler, even cosmetics that were gently used, but weren't your color.
For the BODY: Bath/shower gel, perfumed bath soaps, bath scrubbies, lotion, powder, perfume/body spray.
For the HAIR: Hair clips/barrettes, headbands, ponytail holders, hair gel/spray.
For the HANDS & FEET: Nail polish, polish remover, manicure/pedicure sets, nail files/clippers,
pumice stones, foot scrubs, hand/foot lotions.
Other GIFT ITEMS: Earrings, necklaces, bracelets, rings, watches, pins, sunglasses, wallets, cosmetic pouches, purse-size
mirrors, stationary, pens, hard candy/gum/mints, or any other gift you think would make a mom feel special.
Many THANKS go out to Palo Verde RW members for making our Charitable Giving Campaigns among the most successful
in the state/country! I believe that wonderful blessings are bestowed on those who care for the needy.
Sincerely,

Karen Garrett
Caring for America Coordinator
602.571.6020
azgarrett@gmail.com

Community Outreach (cont’d)
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The Christmas gifts we donated to a family via Vista del Camino were much appreciated. Jan Stephenson, 3rd Vice President, Community Outreach, received these Thank You messages from recipient family members. Because of your generosity we were able to spread Christmas joy to one very grateful family.

Wreaths Across America 2015
Michelle Creveling
Once again we begin a new year full of joy and hope, inspiration and enthusiasm for the months ahead. Let us remember
the Veterans who won’t be here to share this wonderful year, but whose sacrifices made this year possible for all of us.
Thank you to everyone who generously supported Wreaths Across America in 2014.
This year Palo Verde will once again sponsor Wreaths Across America: our goal is 100 percent participation. Better yet,
let’s go two for one! We can do it members, Pachyderms, associate members, and guests.
Remember you can pay by the month or purchase a wreath at any time during the year. We’ll be more involved with
Special Requests this year ensuring that each request is met. Of all the programs you support this year, please remember
to support Wreaths Across America. God Bless America and God Bless our Veterans.

I will never quit. My nation expects me to be physically
harder and mentally stronger than my enemies. If knocked
down I will get back up, every time. I will draw on every
remaining ounce of strength to protect my teammates and
to accomplish our mission. I am never out of the fight.
Marcus Luttrell, Lone Survivor: The Eyewitness Account of Operation Redwing
and the Lost Heroes of SEAL Team 10

Americanism

Notes on America
Carol Peters
The month of February (known as Black History Month)
includes a few holidays to remember:
Feb. 2: Ground Hog Day
Feb. 6: Ronald Reagan's birthday, born in 1911
Feb. 12: Abraham Lincoln's birthday
Feb. 14: Valentine's Day
Feb. 16: President's Day
Feb. 18: Ash Wednesday
Feb. 22: George Washington's birthday
Notable dates from American history that occurred in
February include:
2/1/1790: The U.S. Surpreme Court convened for the
first time in New York City
2/3/1690: Massachusetts authorized the first paper currency issued in America
2/4/1826: "The Last of the Mohicans" by James Fennimore Cooper was published
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2/6/1911: Ronald Reagan, the fortieth U.S. President was born
in Tampico, IL
2/8/1910: The Boy Scouts of America was founded in Washington, D.C.
2/9/1943: American troops recaptured Guadalcanal in the
southwest Pacific
2/11/1933: President Hoover designated Death Valley as a
national monument
2/12/1973: Hanoi began to release American POWs following
the end of the Vietnam War
2/14/1912: Arizona became the forty-eighth state
2/15/1799: Pennsylvania authorized the first printed election
ballots in the U.S.
2/17/1817: The first public gas streetlights in the U.S. was lit in
Baltimore, Maryland
2/19/1945: U. S. Marines began a horrific struggle for the Pacific island of Iwo Jima
2/21/1885: The Washington Monument was dedicated
2/23/1945: U. S. Marines fighting on Iwo Jima raised the American flag atop Mount Suribachi
2/25/1836: Inventor Samuel Colt patented his revolver
2/26/1919: The Grand Canyon became a national park
2/27/1951: The Twenty Second Amendment, limiting presidents to two terms, was ratified

About The Patriot Newsletter

The future
doesn't belong
to the fainthearted;
it belongs
to the brave.

The Patriot is published for PVRW club members and interested friends. It is emailed in color or sent via the United States Postal Service in black and white. The Patriot is
distributed by the second week of each month with the
exception of July and August. If you wish to submit an
article, or provide content for this newsletter, please contact Cheryl Pelletier, Editor, at: 480.406.9227 (cell) or
email Cheryl at cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com.

Noteworthy! With Loralee DeSanto
as editor, in 2013 The Patriot was named

Ronald Reagan

the best club newsletter by the National
Federation of Republican Women.

Member Milestones
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Happy Birthday To Our Dear Members!
Barbara Paulsen: February 1
Kay Capareda: February 3
Mary Preble: February 4
Laura Cameron: February 10
Sarah Boyd: February 15
Lorie Stefanovich: February 16
Nancy Godfrey: February 18
Marilyn Hayden: February 26
Nancy Henry: February 22
Patricia Prosin (no date given)
Roberta Meluskey (no date given)
Palo Verde RW is pleased to announce the following new members that joined us in January.
Welcome to our family! We’re so glad to have you
as part of our club.

Tracey Gray, Roberta Meluskey
Lori Mollin-Nightingale, Barbara Pearse,
Cathy Riggs

In 2014, Palo Verde RW was named
the Best Republican Club in the
state! We didn’t win it in 2015 but
we’ll try again next year!

A Proud Member Of NFRW: Palo Verde Republican Women
2014 PVRW Officers
Joan Lang

About Palo Verde

President
wandjlang@gmail.com

Republican Women

Roberta Heine
1st Vice President, Programs
bertagreg@cox.net

Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) was
chartered in January 1974 under the guidance

Judy Clouse

of Mrs. Joan Wood who became the club’s first

2nd Vice President, Membership
JCBuick58@yahoo.com

president. Most of the charter members had
been a part of Scottsdale Republican Women,

Jan Stephenson

one of the most active groups in the state of

3rd Vice President, Club Outreach
stephensonaz@cox.net

Arizona. The club eventually withdrew from

Sherry Gray

the National Federation of Republican Women

Treasurer/Budget
sbgray9999@yahoo.com

and member Joan Wood and others who

Edith Stock

wished to remain in the Federation formed
PVRW. From the beginning, PVRW maintained

Assistant Treasurer/Reservations
eulachris1893@gmail.com

a reputation as a vigorous and active club, and

Linda Stacey

has remained a powerful force within the Fed-

Secretary
llstacey@yahoo.com

eration to this day. We educate our members
through programs presented at our monthly
meetings (the third Wednesday of every
month—except July and August), through our
monthly newsletter (The Patriot), and by
attending AzFRW quarterly meetings.

Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) is a member of the
Arizona Federation of Republican Women (AzFRW) and the
National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW).
Annual PVRW dues are: $30 for Active Members; $25 for
Associate and Pachyderm Members.
http://www.nfrw.org/
https://azfrw.com/

2014 Palo Verde Republican Women Committee Chairs
Americanism/Chaplain

Carol Peters

Patriot Editor

Cheryl Pelletier

Arrangements/Hospitality

Nancy Pryor

Parliamentarian

Michelle Creveling

Award Hours

Nina Natoli

Patriot Assistant Editors

Marjorie Collins

Bylaws

Eileen Fiedler

Caring for America

Karen Garrett

Political Ed./Legislation

Paula Linker

Education

Open

Publicity

Marcia Thompson

Fundraising/Jewelry Sales

Dee Mancini

Roster

Linda Stacey

Community Service

Jan Stephenson

Voter Registration

Anita Rodriguez

Gold Mine

Marjorie Collins

Webmaster/Social Media

Cheryl Pelletier

Laura Bush

Colleen Goodrich

Roberta Heine
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Palo Verde RW Membership App./Membership Renewal Form
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Membership Year: January 1—December 31, 2015
Please register me as:
Active: Open to any woman who is currently registered as a Republican in the State of Arizona and not a member of any other Federated Club. Includes full voting rights and the opportunity to hold office, membership in
AzFRW and NFRW. ($30)
Associate: Open to any woman who is currently registered as a Republican in the State of Arizona but holds Active membership in another club in Arizona, or who is registered as a Republican in another state. Associate members may not vote or hold office. ($25)
Pachyderm: Open to any man who is registered as a Republican in the State of Arizona and who supports the
objectives of the Club. Men’s associate/auxiliary members cannot vote or hold office. ($25)
Check here to add your spouse as a Pachyderm.

Spouse’s Name: ________________________________________________________
Check here to confirm that you are not currently an Active Member of any other Federated Club.

Name:

Home Phone:

Address:

Alternate Phone:

City/State

Zip Code + 4

PVRW Sponsor:

Email:

Birthday (Month/
Day)

Please note that by providing the information above, you are authorizing the release of your email address to PVRW, AzFRW and NFRW.
Mail completed form and check to:
Palo Verde Republican Women
Judy Clouse
16811 N. Stoneridge Court
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268-1516

Check should be made to PVRW
Check Number: __________________
Date: __________________________

Please share with us how you would like to get involved with PVRW:
Accounting/Finance/Budget

Computer Skills

Programs

Americanism/Chaplain

Fundraising

Publicity/PR

Arrangements/Hospitality

Gold Mine (selling raffle tickets)

Reservations/Communications

By-Laws/Parliamentary

Membership

Voter Registration

Campaign Activities

Patriot Newsletter

Youth/Scholarship

Community Service

Political Education

Other: ______________________________

Palo Verde Republican Women

Save the Dates! Our 2015 Program/Luncheon Schedule:


January 21 Yvonne Cahill, Co-



Summer break

Chair of ASU’s Center for Political
Thought and Leadership


February 18 ASU Adjunct Law
Professor Charles A. James to speak on
Federalism








cal, and communications expert.


October 21 To be
announced



November 18 To be
announced

(9-11 PM, Monday thru Friday, KKNT--960
AM, The Patriot) writer, editor, policy, politi-

September 16 To be
announced

March 18 To be announced
April 15 Seth Liebsohn, radio host

July and August



December 16 Our
Annual Christmas Party

May 20 To be announced
Follow Us On Twitter, Like Us On Facebook,
and Visit Our Website Regularly!
Women of Palo
Verde RW like to be
on the cutting edge.
We’ve created a
website, a Face Book
page, and a Twitter
account to help you
stay informed. Be
sure to like us on
Facebook, follow us
on Twitter, and
check our website
daily for the latest
news and commentary.

www.PaloVerdeRepublicanWomen.com

Follow us on Twitter. Our handle is
@PaloVerdeGOPWmn

Palo Verde Republican Women: Women Having Fun While Advancing the Conservative Cause.

