The Patriot
With Loralee DeSanto as Editor, in 2013 Named the Best Club Newsletter by the National Federation of Republican Women!
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Help Us Celebrate the Christmas Season!
You won't want to miss our Christmas line
up. We'd love for you to attend! Our
guest speaker is Governor-elect Doug
Ducey. Rockabilly Hall of Fame artist and
Pachyderm Jim Gray ("Jimmy" back in
the day!) will entertain us with some
songs! And there will be lots of baskets
and gifts to win. And the holiday season
to celebrate! We hope that you will join
us to celebrate the Christmas season.
Please RSVP today!

Arizona Governorelect Doug Ducey.

Join Us On December 17th!
11:00 a.m. Social
11:30 a.m. Program/
Lunch

Grayhawk Golf Club:
One member of Palo
Verde Republican Women
went a little crazy with the
Christmas lights this year.
Turn to page three to find
out who!

Volume 1, Issue 10

8620 East Thompson Peak
Parkway, The Fairway
House, Scottsdale

On the Menu:
Corn Chowder
Chicken Cordon Bleu
Vegetable Medley
Cheesecake with
Strawberry Sauce
Coffee/Iced Tea/Wine Bar

The cost of the luncheon is $30. Checks are preferred but credit cards are accepted. To
make a reservation for our luncheon, contact Edith Stock by email:
pvrwlunch@gmail.com, or call her at 480.298.7818 (cell). Please note that reservations are REQUIRED. And a reservation MADE is a reservation PAID!

President’s Message
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Thoughts From The Saddle… by Joan Lang,
Palo Verde Republican Women President
The end of 2014 is just weeks away.
How did this happen so quickly!

roughly $700.00 back from WAA for our efforts! Please join
us on December 13th at the Phoenix National Cemetery
where we will lay the wreaths. It is a very emotional mornAs I look back over the last 12 months, ing, but one that we should all participate in at least once!
I am so grateful to have been your
President and having the opportunity Legislatively, we worked very hard during the last election
to have worked with such wonderful, cycle. We had many "Palo Verde Evenings" at Doug Ducey's
talented women on my Board and
campaign headquarters making calls and doing other essenwithin
our
membership.
We
had
a
tial campaign election efforts. We helped out at the Arizona
Joan Lang, President
banner
year.
Having
been
named
the
GOP with various projects. Some of us went out and particiof Palo Verde Repubi"Best Republican Club in Arizona" in
pated in the opening of GOP Victory offices in Tucson, Casa
can Women
2013, it was challenging going into
Grande and the far West Valley. Our hard work paid off and
2014 and continue with the projects we were involved with we helped turn Arizona from purple back to RED!!
as well as the new opportunities we decided to pursue.
We are hoping for a REPEAT of the "Best Club" award, and
We have continued to participate with Bethesda Community because of all of your support, I think we might just do it!
Church and Pastor Preston. We continue in our partnership
with Vista Del Camino with their Back to School Drive, their Next year we will continue with all of these organizations,
Food Bank and donating to both Thanksgiving and Christand perhaps add one or two more. I just know we will have
mas. This year we added Family Promise to our list of Com- another successful year!
munity Service projects. We provided donuts for their Cardboard City fundraiser and have donated a pizza dinner for
I want to let you know that you have one heck of a fabulous
four of the families that are going through the Family Prom- board. Every one of your officers and committee chairs is a
ise program. Our ladies are providing sugar cookies for the
'doer'. There is so much talent within Palo Verde that no
children to decorate at their Christmas event, and we have other club even comes close!! I hope that some of you will
adopted a family to whom we will provide Christmas predecide to join your officers and get more involved with the
sents. These programs have been so rewarding to all of us, I club. You will have fun and make some great friends.
hope that next year many more of you will join us at these
events. We really have a lot of fun! But, without your gener- I've been a lucky lady. I have a wonderful, supportive husous support, we would not have been able to do any of
band, two great kids, two silly dogs and two beautiful horsthese projects, so Thank You.
es. I've been privileged to serve as your President and I look
forward to my last year leading Palo Verde. I wish you all a
Our commitment to our military is unwavering. This year we Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year. Thank you for
chose Fisher House as our project. When the board first sat your confidence in me.
down and talked, we were hoping to raise $2,000.00. I have
always known that Palo Verde had the best and most gener- Oh, my...I hear Lacey and Jesse's nickers...what beautiful
ous members of any organization in Arizona...actually in the music, I'm off to the barn....
USA...but having you all step up and support this effort so
wholeheartedly made my heart sing. As you know, we were
able to give $5,000.00 to help build a Fisher House facility in
Tucson which would become part of the Southern Arizona
Perseverance is the hard work you do after
VA Hospital campus. Thank you!

Joan

One of our fund raising projects is Wreaths Across America.
This year we provided 138 wreaths which will be placed on
the graves of veterans around the nation at various National
Cemeteries as well as Special Request Wreaths that will be
placed at non military cemeteries. We will receive

you get tired of doing the hard work you
already did.

Newt Gingrich

Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do!
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On November 20th the Legislative District 23 held their organizational meeting and election of new LD officers and state committeemen.
As you may know Palo Verde RW had three women running for
leadership positions: Sheila Muehling –Chairman, Cheryl Pelletier–
1st Vice Chair, Karen Garrett–Secretary. They didn’t win, but we are
very proud of their bold efforts. It was an honor to have a majority
in attendance who voted in person to support their team. Sheila,
Cheryl and Karen want to thank you all for your support! They, as
all of us, will continue to serve the Republican Party and in particular help worthy candidates WIN elections.

Palo Verde RW members Eileen
Fielder, Sherry Gray, and Pachyderm Jim Gray participated in the
Fountain Hills Thanksgiving Day
parade on behalf of the Fountain
Hills Republican Club.
Photos submitted by Edith Stock.

Members of the Palo Verde RW board
join together for lunch after their December board meeting. We highly encourage
more of you to join the board! We have
fun while also working hard.

Cheryl Pelletier and her husband Leonard went a little crazy with their lights this year. The electric bill is going to
be a bit higher, but they say it is worth it based on all the positive comments they are getting from their McCormick Ranch neighbors! And yes, that is a Cardinal’s football flag hanging in the center of the center arch. The
Pelletier’s are still holding out hope that the Cardinals will pull through and take us to the Super Bowl!

November Meeting Recap in Pictures
THREE highlights of our November meeting were these: The women of Palo Verde RW welcomed
our keynote speaker, Arizona Republican Chairman Robert Graham, with a standing ovation for
leading our state to victory in the November elections. Additionally, we were thrilled to present
a $5,000 check to Frank Youdelman, Treasurer of the Tucson Fundraising Committee for the Fisher House being built in Fort Huachuca-Tucson. Last but not least! The young cadets of Squadron
302 at Deer Valley Airport did a superb and precise presentation of the colors.
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November Meeting Recap in Pictures (cont’d)
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November Meeting Recap in Pictures (cont’d)
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November Meeting Recap in Pictures (cont’d)
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Community Outreach

We Do More Than Work to Elect Republicans!
Karen Garrett/Caring for America Chair
The major theme of the Palo Verde RW November 19th
luncheon was our group commitment to give back to the
community. It was simply heartwarming to observe. In addition to the $5,000 Fisher House donation that was presented we had a Christmas Giving Tree and Thanksgiving
Food Drive. Following the meeting, Jan Stephenson,
Karen Garrett and Cheryl Pelletier delivered many boxes
of food to Vista del Camino’s food bank in South Scottsdale.
We were given a tour of the facilities and told how we’ll
be able to access their needs in the future. We have chosen one family each from Vista del Camino and Family
Promise of Greater Phoenix as our Christmas Giving Tree
recipients. Both of these organizations have wonderful
families that have great need and the six children represented will be delighted on Christmas morning! There
are a few gift items available – contact Karen Garrett
602.571.6020 if interested.
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Political Education and Legislative Action
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Presidential Election Just Around the Corner...
Editor’s Note: We should be aware of how a caucus works because rumors are swirling that a small group of
Republicans are working to take Arizona to a Presidential Caucus for 2016 and beyond. More information will
be available for the January edition.

Paula Linker
THE 2016 PRESIDENTIAL RACE IS UNOFFICIALLY UNDERWAY WITH THE LEAD UP TO THE ALL- IOWA STATE FAIR STRAW
POLL FOLLOWED BY THE IOWA CAUCUSES
1st DEBATE- September 15, 2014
Iowa Caucuses-unofficially Feb. 1, 2016
There are significant differences between an election and a caucus. Most of us come from one of the 39 states that
hold Statewide Primary Elections with secret ballots where we can vote by Mail or at the polls and leave. Caucus rules
are set by the state party including attendance or proxy voting, show of hands or secret ballot. Of the 11 states with
Presidential Caucuses only two, Kansas and Wyoming, are truly RED. Some have secret ballots, many are discussions
followed by a show of hands at the conclusion of discussion. Caucus meetings are arranged by either the state or political party to take place at a certain time and date.
The caucus system dates back to 1796. Most states eventually replaced them with secret ballot direct elections
because “party leaders or ‘bosses’ were perceived as exerting too much control over choosing a nominee”.
This information was taken from Ask Factcheck, Caucus vs. Primary, April 8, 2008, and HowStuffWorks, The Iowa
Caucuses.

Now let’s have A MERRY CHRISTMAS and A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Happy Birthday To Our Dear Members!
Karen Garrett – Dec. 3
Angela Ducey – Dec. 5
Emily Preece – Dec. 6
Mary Wright – Dec. 8
Jennifer Peterson – Dec. 13
Ida Clements – Dec. 15
Sally Janssen – Dec. 17
Rachel Bauer – Dec. 19
Eileen Fiedler – Dec. 20
Judy Conrad – Dec. 24
Joyce Eller – Dec. 24
Roberta Heine – Dec. 30
Paula Linker – Dec. 30

When you want to
help people, you tell
them the truth. When
you want to help
yourself, you tell
them what they want
to hear.
Thomas Sowell

Wreaths Across America

Page 10

Michelle Creveling

THANK YOU PALO VERDE RW
Wreaths Across America
Join us on Saturday, December 13th
I am please to report that Palo Verde Republican Women supported the Wreaths Across America
campaign in a big way, honoring American Veterans this year, all through the year. The Club’s success in achieving and exceeding its goal was greatly enhanced by your contributions to the Virtual
Tea, smaller fund raisers and our Military Bear raffle in addition to individual wreath purchases.
A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to the Wreaths Across America project
this year, and with a special heartfelt THANK YOU to Joan Lang and the Palo Verde RW Board for
sponsoring and promoting this event, and to Anita Rodriguez for her, once again, tireless contributions to the project. In total, Palo Verde RW raised $2,070 for 138 wreaths. Fifteen wreaths were
special requests honoring veterans from the American Revolution through current conflicts, across
all branches of service. Thank you again for supporting Wreaths Across America. For questions, call
Michelle Creveling at 480.528.4085.

Join us Saturday, December 13th at the Arizona National Memorial
Cemetery of Phoenix, Arizona, 23029 N. Cave Creek Road, Phoenix, AZ 85024: the ceremony will
begin at 10 am. We’ll meet at the pavilion. You do not have to participate in the laying of the wreath
ceremony to attend the presentation.

If a man is called to be a streetsweeper, he should sweep streets even as Michelangelo painted, or Beethoven composed music, or Shakespeare wrote poetry. He
should sweep streets so well that all the hosts of heaven and earth will pause to
say, here lived a great streetsweeper who did his job well.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Americanism

Notes on America
Carol Peters
The month of December is upon us...the final
month of the year and close to another new year
and new beginnings for all of us.
Special dates during the month of December
to remember are:
Dec. 7 : Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
Dec. 13: Birthday of the U.S. National Guard (1636)
Dec. 16: Hanukkah begins
Dec. 21: First day of winter
Dec. 24: Christmas Eve
Dec. 25: Christmas Day
Dec. 31: New Years Eve
Important military happenings in American history during the month of December include:

On Dec. 23, 1981, President Ronald
Reagan spoke about Christmas:
"At this special time of year, we all renew our sense of wonder in recalling the
story of the first Christmas in Bethlehem,
nearly 2000 years ago. Some celebrate
Christmas as the birthday of a great &
good philosopher & teacher. Others of us
believe in the Divinity of the child born in
Bethlehem, that He was & is the promised Prince of Peace....tonight, in millions
of American homes, the glow of the
Christmas tree is a reflection of the love
Jesus taught us.....Christmas means so
much because of one special Child."
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12/1/43: The Tehran Conference between the U.S.,
Britain & the Soviet Union concluded successfully
12/3/40: Greece invaded Italian held Albania
12/5/41: Germany abandoned its attack on Moscow,
The USSR counterattacked
12/7/41: Japan attacked the American naval base at
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
12/8/41: Japan invaded Siam & Malaya
12/9/42: Australian & U.S. Army forces under MacArthur fought back the Japanese at Gona in New Guinea
12/11/41: Germany & Italy declared war on the U.S
12/16/44: Germany began its last ditch offensive in the
Ardennes beginning the Battle of the Bulge
12/18/39: The first Canadian troops arrived in Britain
12/22/41: The Arcadia Conference between the U.S. &
Britain began in Washington, D.C.
12/24/43: Dwight Eisenhower was named Supreme
Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Forces
12/25/41: Japan invaded Hong Kong
12/26/44: U.S. troops held Bastogne, stalling the German offensive in the Ardennes

About The Patriot Newsletter
The Patriot is published for PVRW club members and interested friends. It is emailed in color or sent via the United States Postal Service in black and white. The Patriot is
distributed by the second week of each month with the
exception of July and August. If you wish to submit an
article, or provide content for this newsletter, please contact Cheryl Pelletier, Editor, at:
480.406.9227 (cell) or email Cheryl at
cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com.

Noteworthy! With Loralee DeSanto as
editor, in 2013 The Patriot was named the best
club newsletter by the National Federation of
Republican Women.

A Proud Member Of NFRW: Palo Verde Republican Women
2014 PVRW Officers
Joan Lang

About Palo Verde

President
wandjlang@gmail.com

Republican Women

Roberta Heine
1st Vice President, Programs
bertagreg@cox.net

Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) was
chartered in January 1974 under the guidance

Loralee DeSanto

of Mrs. Joan Wood who became the club’s first

2nd Vice President, Membership
loralee8122@cox.net

president. Most of the charter members had

Jan Stephenson

been a part of Scottsdale Republican Women,

3rd Vice President, Club Outreach
stephensonaz@cox.net

one of the most active groups in the state of
Arizona. The club eventually withdrew from

Sherry Gray

the National Federation of Republican Women

Treasurer/Budget
sbgray9999@yahoo.com

and member Joan Wood and others who

Edith Stock

wished to remain in the Federation formed
PVRW. From the beginning, PVRW maintained

Assistant Treasurer/Reservatoins
eulachris1893@gmail.com

a reputation as a vigorous and active club, and

Linda Stacey

has remained a powerful force within the Fed-

Secretary
llstacey@yahoo.com

eration to this day. We educate our members
through programs presented at our monthly
meetings (the third Wednesday of every
month—except July and August), through our
monthly newsletter (The Patriot), and by
attending AzFRW quarterly meetings.

Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) is a member of the
Arizona Federation of Republican Women (AzFRW) and the
National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW).
Annual PVRW dues are: $30 for Active Members; $25 for
Associate and Pachyderm Members.
http://www.nfrw.org/
https://azfrw.com/

2014 Palo Verde Republican Women Committee Chairs
Americanism/Chaplain

Carol Peters

Patriot Editor

Cheryl Pelletier

Arrangements/Hospitality

Nancy Pryor

Parliamentarian

Michelle Creveling

Award Hours

Nina Natoli

Patriot Assistant Editors

Marjorie Collins

Bylaws

Eileen Fiedler

Caring for America

Karen Garrett

Political Ed./Legislation

Paula Linker

Education

Open

Publicity

Marcia Thompson

Fundraising/Jewelry Sales

Dee Mancini

Roster

Linda Stacey

Community Service

Jan Stephenson

Voter Registration

Anita Rodriguez

Gold Mine

Marjorie Collins

Webmaster

Cheryl Pelletier

Laura Bush

Colleen Goodrich

Roberta Heine

Page 12

Palo Verde RW Membership App./Membership Renewal Form
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Membership Year: January 1—December 31, 2015
Please register me as:
Active: Open to any woman who is currently registered as a Republican in the State of Arizona and not a member of any other Federated Club. Includes full voting rights and the opportunity to hold office, membership in
AzFRW and NFRW. ($30)
Associate: Open to any woman who is currently registered as a Republican in the State of Arizona but holds Active membership in another club in Arizona, or who is registered as a Republican in another state. Associate members may not vote or hold office. ($25)
Pachyderm: Open to any man who is registered as a Republican in the State of Arizona and who supports the
objectives of the Club. Men’s associate/auxiliary members cannot vote or hold office. ($25)
Check here to add your spouse as a Pachyderm.

Spouse’s Name: ________________________________________________________
Check here to confirm that you are not currently an Active Member of any other Federated Club.

Name:

Home Phone:

Address:

Alternate Phone:

City/State

Zip Code + 4

PVRW Sponsor:

Email:

Birthday (Month/
Day)

Please note that by providing the information above, you are authorizing the release of your email address to PVRW, AzFRW and NFRW.
Mail completed form and check to:
Palo Verde Republican Women
Loralee DeSanto
8122 E. Clinton Street
Scottsdale, AZ 85260-6566

Check should be made to PVRW
Check Number: __________________
Date: __________________________

Please share with us how you would like to get involved with PVRW:
Accounting/Finance/Budget

Computer Skills

Programs

Americanism/Chaplain

Fundraising

Publicity/PR

Arrangements/Hospitality

Gold Mine (selling raffle tickets)

Reservations/Communications

By-Laws/Parliamentary

Membership

Voter Registration

Campaign Activities

Patriot Newsletter

Youth/Scholarship

Community Service

Political Education

Other: ______________________________

Palo Verde Republican Women

Save the Dates! 2014 Program/Luncheon Schedule:


February 19 Zach Taylor, Retired



Mark Dannels, Cochise County,
Arizona

Border Patrol Agent


March 19 Common Core Forum,
with Moderator Terri Gilberg, KFYI Radio
Personality



April 16 Dr. Carl Goldberg to



October 15 Propositions



November 19 AZ GOP
Chairman Robert Graham and
Fisher House

Speak on the Religion of Islam


May 21 Republican Gubernatorial
Candidate Forum.



September 17 Sheriff



December 17 Our
Annual Christmas Party

June 18 Republican Secretary of
State and Treasurer Candidate Forum

Follow Us On Twitter, Like Us On Facebook,
and Visit Our Website Regularly!
Women of Palo
Verde RW like to be
on the cutting edge.
We’ve created a
website, a Face Book
page, and a Twitter
account to help you
stay informed. Be
sure to like us on
Facebook, follow us
on Twitter, and
check our website
daily for the latest
news and commentary.

www.PaloVerdeRepublicanWomen.com

Follow us on Twitter. Our handle is
@PaloVerdeGOPWmn

Palo Verde Republican Women: Women Having Fun While Advancing the Conservative Cause.

