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Our keynote speaker is the always entertaining Arizona State Treasurer Jeff DeWit. DeWitt intends to
speak to us about “The State of the Arizona State
Treasury.” DeWit’s presentation will include a look
back on his first year in office. DeWit will provide us
with information about the operations of the State
Treasury, how funds are invested, plus an update on
the Arizona economy and our state’s economic outlook.
Additionally, Palo Verde RW member Cathy Riggs,
candidate for Justice of the Peace, will speak briefly
on why she is running and is qualified for this office.
See Cathy’s add on page 3 of this newsletter!

Join Us On April 20th!
11:00 a.m. Social
11:30 a.m. Program/
Lunch

Grayhawk Golf Club:
8620 East Thompson Peak
Parkway, The Fairway
House, Scottsdale

Arizona State Treasurer
Jeff DeWit

On the Menu:
Corn Chowder
Chicken Salad Croissant

Blueberry Crisp/Ice Cream
Coffee/Tea/Wine Bar

The cost of the luncheon is $27 if paying by credit card. Pay with cash or by
check and the cost is $26. Checks are preferred but credit cards are accepted.

Advertise With Us And Soar
To New Heights! See page 3
for details!

To make a reservation for our luncheon, contact Patty Prosin by email:
pvrwlunch111@yahoo.com, or call her at 480.656.4746.

President’s Message
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YOU CAN’T GET OUT WHAT YOU DON’T PUT IN…
There are many people who

volved in an activity beyond our monthly meetings. If some-

join an organization for the

one calls and asks you to be on a committee, please say yes!

social activities but never real- If you don’t get a call, look at the committees on p. 6 of our
ly get into the heart of that
roster and volunteer for one. Maybe you have a new idea
group’s mission. While social- that we haven’t thought of. Please bring it forward! Beizing is important to keep us
come politically active!
well rounded, in today’s society we must go beyond that.

Jan Stephenson, President
of Palo Verde Republican
Women

And the third objective is to foster loyalty to the Republican
Party, promote its ideals, and work for the election of Re-

Palo Verde Republican Wom-

publican Party nominees. Ladies and Gentlemen, our Party

en’s first objective is to pro-

is in trouble. We don’t all have to agree on everything, but

mote an informed electorate

we do have to find common ground and work together to

through political education.

elect the Republican Candidate for President! If we don’t,

We try to do this through

and a Democrat is elected, our country will continue to

speakers at

change in negative ways beyond our

our monthly

belief. Take some of our palm cards,

meetings. In January we learned about

“The Republican Party Is for Me” and

Israel and “Middle East Peace: the Great

promote the Ideals of the GOP.

Deception” and in March we learned

According to Harvey Mackay, “There

about the Politics and Policies of Iraq from

are many formulas for success---but

two native born Iraqis. In February we
heard from U.S. Senate candidate Alex
Meluskey. We hope you will take this information and
share it with your family, friends and neighbors.
The second objective is in bold letters: Increase the effec-

none of them work unless you do!
Please get involved and participate in your chosen way to
help the Republican Party unite and win the 2016 Elections!
I look forward to seeing all of you at our April 20th Meeting.

tiveness of women in the cause of good government

Best Regards,

through political participation. According to motivational

Jan

speaker Zig Ziglar, “You can’t get something out of an en-

deavor if you never put anything into it.” Many of our
members participate in the cause of good government in
numerous ways: donating money, taking part in PVRW’s
various activities, working for a candidate, attempting to
influence others by promoting a specific cause, becoming a
Precinct Committeeman, becoming a Precinct Captain, supporting our Party and Candidates on Facebook and Twitter,
serving on the City Council, serving on the School Board,
volunteering to be on local or state governmental committees, and in many other ways. However, it is imperative

that all 154 members and associates become politically in-

It’s Always a Good Time to Join
Palo Verde RW! Become a Member
Now! At our April meeting plan to renew
your membership for 2016. Annual dues are
still only $30 for a full membership. If you are
a member of another Republican Women's
Club but want to become an associate member
of our award winning club, annual dues are
$25.
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Advertise With Us And
We’ll Help You To Soar To

For more about

New Heights!

Cathy Riggs, turn

Advertising Rates:

to page 10 of this

$100—full page ad

newsletter. She is

$65—half page ad
$45—quarter page ad
Contact Cheryl Pelletier at
cheryl.pelletier@reagan.com

our featured member this month.

Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do!
Palo Verde RW member Judy Clouse welcomed her
first grand daughter! According to Judy, “My little
granddaughter is the light of my life, and being a new
grandmother is the best thing ever! Charlotte Elise
was born on March 5th at 1:25 a.m., weighing in at
7 pounds, 6 ounces.” Congratulations Judy!

Joan Lang/3rd Vice President, Palo Verde Outreach Chair

Bring Us Your Gently-used
Purses and Filler Items!
Remember to bring a gently used purse or filler items
for the purses to our April meetings. If you would prefer to donate some money to the cause, please make
your checks out to Palo Verde Outreach.

Joan
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Palo Verde RW Pachyderm Inducted into Verde Valley Hall of Fame
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Palo Verde RW Pachyderm Dr. C. T. Wright is inducted
into the Lower Verde Valley Hall of Fame! Pictured
above are Arizona State Rep. Jay Lawrence (left) and Dr.
C. T. Wright (far right), his wife Mary (standing beside Dr. Wright) along with friends.
Thanks to Palo Verde RW Pachyderm Bruce Linker for the photos on this page!

About Dr. C.T. Wright: Dr. C.T. Wright is the senior member and past president of the Fountain Hills Unified School Governing Board. He is also a member and past president of Noon Kiwanis and serves on the Arizona Governor's Counsel on Aging; the Board of Directors of the Arizona Board of Executive Clemency.
One of his nominators said, "Dr. Wright exemplifies a servant-leader seeking to unite a community through his consistent
and unselfish acts of service toward others. He serves and models a life that uplifts others in all areas of our community.”
He has been a resident of Fountain Hills since October, 1999. In addition to his school board service, he also has been involved in school bond and override campaigns. And Dr. Wright also was a member of the Arizona School Boards Association
delegation to the Federal Relations Network conferences in Washington, D.C.
Dr. Wright is President and Executive Director for the International Foundation for Education and Self Help; and is the former
President of Cheyney University in Pennsylvania.
He graduated from Fort Valley State University in 1964 with a B.S. Degree in Social Science Education. He also has a Masters
degree in History from Clark Atlanta University in 1967; a PhD in American and New England Studies from Boston University
in 1977.
Involved in Republican Party politics, Dr. Wright represented Fountain Hills as a delegate at the 2008 Republican National
Convention. He serves as Chaplain of Republican Legislative District 23. He is a member of the Arizona Governor's Council on
Faith Based and Community Initiatives.

He is the Founder of Christians Teaching Wisdom and president of the Arizona African Society. He is a member of many
Fountain Hills organizations including the Cultural and Civic Association, the Library Association, the Mayor’s Prayer Group,
The River of Time Museum, and the Fountain Hills Sister Cities program.

Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do!
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Above and to the left: Palo Verde RW member and author of “The
Friction Within: How the Political Divide in America Affects Personal
Relationships,” Honey Levin was a guest speaker at the Center for Political Thought and Leadership. She spoke on March 14th as a part of a
panel that she put together which included individuals from her book
including Palo Verde RW Pachyderm Dr. CT Wright. Below: Club members attended member Kelly Sallaway’s kick off of the making of her
documentary film about British Royal Air Force (RAF) Cadet pilots who
trained in Arizona from 1941 through 1945. Members of our club had
the opportunity to meet the only two surviving RAF Cadets from Arizona: Ken Beeby (age 97) (pictured with Joan Lang below) and Richard
“Dick” Cooper (age 92) (pictured with Sherry Gray below). Pictures
from the Patriot Skies event courtesy of members Kelley Sallaway and
Tracey Gray.

Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do!
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The Arizona Federation of Republican Women sponsored its annual Arizona Day at the Legislature in
March. If you did not attend, you are highly encouraged to do so next year! What a great event it was.

March Meeting Recap in Pictures
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Our March speakers were mesmerizing and brought tears to many of our eyes. Mona K. Oshana and Sam Darmo,
both Christians whose families escaped Iraq spoke on what it was like under the cruel, totalitarian rule of Saddam
Hussein. Both of our speakers believe that silence is not an option and that all Americans must know what is happening to Christians in the Middle East. We highly recommend this program to all AzFRW clubs!

March Meeting Recap in Pictures
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Getting to Know Member Cathy Riggs
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Cathy Riggs: Public Servent from the Very Start
Are you married? Yes, to Frank Riggs for 36 years as of
th

May 17 . And I might add, we’ve been involved in five po-

Growing up my parents always talked about my father retiring
and returning to Tucson. I am sure it had nothing to do with the

litical campaigns!

fact he was a scratch golfer and would golf
365 days if my mother would have allowed it!

Children? We have three adult married

I left Arizona when I was four due to my Fa-

children: Ryan—a hair stylist, Matt—a real-

ther’s transfer to North Carolina, and later to

tor and Sarah—an MFC Therapist specializ-

England. Frank and I moved to Arizona in

ing in eating disorders. We have two

2002 when he had an opportunity to run a

daughters-in law, and one son-in-law who

company in Phoenix. Our family has three

we love—and each being a perfect match

Arizona State University alums, and now two

to our children.

native Phoenicians.
th

Grandchildren? Yes, as of March 18 of

What got you involved in politics? How in-

this year we have four! Presley (5), Benja-

volved are you in politics? When I was a po-

min (3), and here in Arizona, Savannah (20

lice officer, Frank and I encouraged my Ser-

months), and Fitzgerald (one week).

geant to run for Sheriff. We ran

Any pets? We are now

the campaign and he was success-

down to two. Posey our two

ful in beating the incumbent in

year old Westie, and Jeremi-

the Primary. Those contacts led

ah our daughter’s first horse

to Frank running for Congress in a

who is now 28 and retired.

district where Democrats had a
20 point registration advantage.

Hobbies? Writing jokes and

We beat a four term incumbent,

doing Stand-up.

but lost the following election,
returning in 1994 for the historic

Education/Career? I have an

take over of Congress by the Re-

AA and BA degree in Administration of Justice. I also
have a Juris Doctor, (JD). I

was Santa Rosa Police Department’s first female pa-

publicans. Frank served one

Photo at top: Family photo, Christmas 2015; bottom left: Frank
and Cathy at the Republican Debate at the Reagan Library in Sep- more term, and left Congress uptember of 2015; bottom right, Cathy’s daughter Sarah with her
holding his pledge of term limits. I
horse, Jeremiah.
have been involved A to Z in all

trol officer back in the late 1970’s. I was a major crimes investigator and taught at both the Police and National Park
Academies. I was also the manager of Investigations for the
Arizona Medical Board. A big part of my “career” was rais-

aspects of politics/campaigning.
Now I am a first time candidate for office, Justice of the Peace. I
have to tell you it is a whole different feeling from supporting
your spouse for office, and then becoming the candidate!

ing three healthy, smart and caring children. Now I do

Please let us know anything else about you that you wouldn't

grandma daycare a couple of days a week!

mind sharing with us. I have two big bucket list items. One is

Where are you from originally? What brought you to Arizona? How long have you lived here? I was actually born in
Tucson as my father was an enlisted man in the Air Force.

to take a month and walk the Camino de Santiago. The second
to watch my husband, our sons and son- in-law play St. An-

drews.

A Message from Scottsdale City Council Member: Virginia Korte
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Virginia Korte/Palo Verde RW Member and Scottsdale City Council Member

Scottsdale City Council Member Virginia Korte On the Desert
Discovery Center
I appreciate having an opportunity to engage in a public discussion of the Desert Discovery
Center (DDC). As many in the community are aware, my personal commitment to conservation,
preservation and the Preserve in particular is evident in the 20+ years I have served on nearly
every panel, commission, task force and political action committee to create and sustain our
McDowell Sonoran Preserve. Scottsdale always has had an enormous conservation ethic and our
residents have made a substantial investment of funds and effort to purchase and preserve a
large portion of the unique Sonoran Desert for future generations. In a similar vein, I personally

Virginia Korte

worked with Scottsdale Community College to establish the Center for Native and Urban Wildlife,
a program that still thrives at SCC.

The DDC has been part of the community conversation for more than 30 years and has long been viewed by many Preserve
advocates and several city councils as an integral part of the Preserve’s amenities. When the City of Scottsdale released its
RFQ for this project and subsequently awarded the contract to our nonprofit partner Desert Discovery Center Scottsdale, Inc.
(DDCS), the City Council specifically directed that the DDC was planned for the Gateway to the McDowell Sonoran Preserve.
The DDC has been envisioned at the Gateway since 1995. Looking at other locations is not part of this scope of work. This
Gateway site was acquired at significant expense in 2003 with the goal of establishing the DDC there. Two other studies have
considered alternative sites and concluded this is the optimal location. The Gateway was acquired specifically to be the busi-

est, most intense use in the Preserve. That is why it is positioned away from the mountains, accessed by busy Bell Road and
tucked far enough away from homes that were built after that acquisition to be a good neighbor.
Today, the role of the DDCS is to evaluate the past proposals and reassess or reimagine what the DDC could become. Although the City required the DDCS to use the Phase II study (with 12 linked pavilions) as a starting point, the City also required them to spend 18 months rethinking all the assumptions, hiring the best possible experience designers, meeting with
the community and developing a business plan and feasibility study. The City of Scottsdale also has gone out to bid for an
architect. The number of acres, size and position of buildings, types of exhibits and estimated costs are all open for discussion. So NOW is the time for you and others to let us know what you DO want in an interpretive center, how to best engage
visitors and how to tell our Preserve story to residents. It is simply premature to be petitioning for a vote by the people because the DDC has yet to be defined.
I believe the DDC presents Scottsdale’s best venue for exploring and learning about the Sonoran Desert. It will provide a
resource for education and research that will help people understand how to live sustainably and to appreciate the adaptations of humans, plants and animals to the desert’s arid environment. The majority of the Council (passed 6-1 on January 11,
2016) see the Desert Discovery Center as a cultural attraction that will not only engage visitors of all ages, but also promote
the beauty and importance of our natural world AND the urgency of conservation to preserve and protect our planet. Let’s
share the amazing story of HOW and WHY we created the McDowell Sonoran Preserve with everyone! I invite and encourage you to be involved in this exciting, inclusive process.
For more information please go to the following websites: www.ScottsdaleDesertCenter.com or www.scottsdaleaz.gov/
construction/desert-discovery-center.

Political Education and Legislative Action
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Paula Linker/Political Education and Legislative Action Chair

Busy Summer: GOP Published Convention Rules; Arizona
Election Follow-up; Scottsdale Elections
The RNC has a link to Rules posted. You can access them by clicking on the link below. It’s twenty one excitementfilled pages.
Rules of the Republican Party
The Presidential Election: Arizona is a winner-take-all state so all delegates are pledged to Donald Trump on the
first ballot. If the 1237 majority is not reached after the first vote, the convention will go to a second ballot where
Arizona delegates are unbound. The 56 delegates will be selected at the State Presidential Convention in Mesa on
April 30. The individuals selected in Mesa will go to Cleveland. Delegates to Mesa are selected at the individual
Legislative level.
It is unfortunate that the Presidential Primary Election has become a political football. There
are a variety of causes behind
the problem. To track the followup analysis by Secretary of State
Michelle Reagan check her website: WWW.AZSOS.GOV, on the
orange menu box on the left
side, click media, Press information will be listed.
Some of the problems that resulted in the Presidential Primary
Election were too few polling
places for the large turnout,
completion of on-site provisional Arizona Secretary of State Website: To find out the latest on the problems with the Presidenballot paperwork and Independ- tial Preference Election in Arizona, go to www.AZSOS.GOV and click on “Media Center.”
ents who stood on line, but couldn’t vote.
Another problem occurs when people move, re-register, but neglect to fill in the “PARTY” box because they are
not changing parties. The mechanism cannot assign something so it regards that as “NO” choice and registers
them as “PND,” party not determined. As a result, these individuals could not vote in Pres. Primary.
The August City of Scottsdale Election. The City of Scottsdale will hold a Primary Election on Tuesday, August 30,
2016, for the purpose of electing a Mayor and three Councilmembers There are three candidates for Mayor: Bill
Crawford, Jim Lane, and Bob Littlefield. Cast one vote. The top two vote getters go on to election in November.
Five city council candidates are running for three positions. You can vote for one, two or three candidates or none.
There are three incumbents and two challengers. Do your Google research.

Paula

Americanism

Notes on America
Carol Peters/Americanism Chair
The month of April has only two dates to observe. We celebrate and observe Passover which
begins at sunset on April 22nd and ends on April
30th this year. And of course, April means the beginning of BASEBALL SEASON. Another day in
April that we DO NOT celebrate is Tax Day on April
15! Get ready to hand it all over!!!
On April 1st we also have sort of a silly special
day: April Fool's Day. On April 1, 1996, Fast-food
chain Taco Bell announced it had bought the Liberty Bell and renamed it the Taco Liberty Bell...and
thousands believed the April Fool's Day prank.
Important dates in American history for the month
of April:
4/1/1960: Tiros I, the world's first weather satellite, was launched from Cape Canaveral
4/3/1860: The Pony Express began service between St. Joseph, Missouri and Sacramento, CA
4/4/1968: Reverend Martin Luther King Jr, age 39,
was assassinated in Memphis, TN
4/6/1917: The U.S.A. formally declared war on
Germany and entered World War I
4/7/1970: John Wayne won his only Oscar for his
role in True Grit
4/10/1925: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
was published

I'm convinced that today the
majority of Americans want
what those first Americans
wanted: A better life for
themselves and their children; a minimum of government authority.
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4/12/1861: The Civil War began at Fort Sumter in
Charleston, South Carolina
4/14/1865: John Wilkes Booth assassinated Abraham
Lincoln at Ford's Theater in Washington, D.C.
4/16/1912: Harriet Quimby became the first woman to
fly across the English Channel
4/18/1775: Paul Revere made his famous ride from
Boston to Lexington
4/20/1999: Columbine High School in Littleton, CO was
the scene of the murder of 12 students and a teacher
4/22/1864: Congress authorized the use of the phrase
"In God We Trust" on U.S. coins
4/24/1704: The Boston News-Letter, the first continuously published newspaper in British North America,
was published
4/26/1865: Federal troops killed John Wilkes Booth, the
assassin of Abraham Lincoln, near Bowling Green, VA
4/27/2001: The oak was chosen as the official National
Tree
4/30/1939: Lou Gehrig played his last game with the
New York Yankees, ending his streak of 2,130 consecutive games played
What you leave behind is not what is engraved
in stone monuments, but what is woven into the
lives of others.
Pericles, ancient Greek philosopher

About The Patriot Newsletter
The Patriot is published for Palo Verde RW club members and interested friends. It is emailed in color or
sent via the United States Postal Service in black and
white. The Patriot is distributed by the second week of
each month with the exception of July and August. If
you wish to submit an article, or provide content for
this newsletter, please contact Cheryl Pelletier, Editor,
at: 480.406.9227 (cell) or email Cheryl at
cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com.

Noteworthy! In 2015, The Patriot
was voted the best club newsletter

Ronald Reagan in a nationally televised

by the women of the Arizona

address on July 6, 1976

Federation of Republican Women.

Club/Member Milestones & Awards
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April Birthdays
Barbara Pearse, April
Mary Lou Crane, April 15
Geri Levin, April 14
Linda Longazel, April 10
Evelyn Nightingale, April 29th
Beverly Price, April 30
Greg Heine, April 14

Palo Verde RW is pleased to announce our
NEWEST members:
Welcome to our family! We’re so glad to have you as
part of our club!!!
Joan Sparber
Kandy Wagenbach

In 2014, Palo Verde
RW was named the
Best Republican Club
in the state!

A Proud Member Of NFRW: Palo Verde Republican Women
2016/2017 Palo Verde RW Officers
Jan Stephenson

About Palo Verde

President
stephensonaz@cox.net

Republican Women

Roberta Heine
1st Vice President, Programs
bertagreg@cox.net

Palo Verde Republican Women was chartered in
January 1974 under the guidance of Mrs. Joan

Sherry Gray

Wood who became the club’s first president.

2nd Vice President, Membership
sbgray9999@yahoo.com

Most of the charter members had been a part of
Scottsdale Republican Women, one of the most

Joan Lang

active groups in the state of Arizona. The club

3rd Vice President, Outreach/Community Service
wandjlang@gmail.com

eventually withdrew from the National Federa-

Cheryl Pelletier

tion of Republican Women and member Joan

Secretary
cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com

Wood and others who wished to remain in the

Liz Van Valin

Federation formed Palo Verde RW. From the

Treasurer-Budget
lizvanvalin@gmail.com

beginning, Palo Verde RW maintained a reputation as a vigorous and active club, and has
remained a powerful force within the Federation
to this day. We educate our members through

programs presented at our monthly meetings
(the third Wednesday of every month—except
July and August), through our monthly newsletter (The Patriot), and by attending AzFRW
quarterly meetings.

Patricia Prosin
Assistant Treasurer/Lunch Reservations
foxfieldpatty@aol.com
Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) is a member of the
Arizona Federation of Republican Women (AzFRW) and the
National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW).
Annual PVRW dues are: $30 for Active Members; $25 for
Associate and Pachyderm Members.
http://www.nfrw.org/
https://azfrw.com/

2016/2017 Palo Verde Republican Women Committee Chairs
Patriot Assistant Editors

Marjorie Collins

Americanism/Chaplain/Greeter

Carol Peters

Arrangements/Hospitality

Nancy Pryor/Edith Stock

Awards/Hours

Roberta Heine/Joan Lang

Patriot Distribution

Marjorie Collins

Bylaws/Goldmine

Eileen Fiedler

Photography/Social Media

Kelly Sallaway

Campaign

Lori Mollin

Political Education/Legislation

Paula Linker

Community Service

Joan Lang

Reservations

Patricia Prosin

Education/Literacy

Honey Levin

Special Events

Loralee DeSanto

Fundraising/Ways & Means

Sarah Chiuppi

Voter Registration

Anita Rodriguez

Parliamentarian

Michelle Creveling

Patriot Editor/Webmaster

Cheryl Pelletier

Roberta Heine
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Palo Verde Republican Women

Save the Dates! Our 2016 Program/Luncheon Schedule


January 20 Pro-Israel Advocate, Meir



County Sherriff

Jolovitz, to speak on Middle Eastern Affairs.


February 17 Alex Meluskey, Arizona
Candidate for U.S. Senate.





April 20 Arizona State Treasurer Jeff
DeWit on Prop. 123 and the Financial State of
the State





July and August Summer break



September 21 Arizona State Rep. (LD28)

March 16 Mona Oshana and Sam Darno
on Iraq.

May 18 TBD

June 15 Dan Saban, Candidate for Maricopa

Kate Brophy McGee, to provide legislative update.


October 19 TBD



November 16 TBD



December 21 Our Annual Christmas Party.

Follow Us On Twitter, Like Us On Facebook,
and Visit Our Website Regularly!
Women of Palo
Verde RW like to be
on the cutting edge.
We’ve created a
website, a Face Book
page, and a Twitter
account to help you
stay informed. Be
sure to like us on
Facebook, follow us
on Twitter, and
check
out
our
website daily for the
latest news and
commentary.

www.PaloVerdeRepublicanWomen.com

Follow us on Twitter. Our handle is
@PaloVerdeGOPWmn

Palo Verde Republican Women: Offering the spirit of Friendship to all Women who share our Republican Values

