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At our April 15th luncheon, Debbie Moak, Palo Verde RW member and co-founder of NotMyKid, and Seth Liebsohn, a Senior Fellow with the Claremont Institute and host of the
radio show, The Seth Liebsohn Show (airs nightly on KKNT/960 am The Patriot) will speak
to us about the dangers sure to come our way should our state, and God forbid, the entire
country, move toward legalizing marijuana.
Debbie and Seth, in a joint statement wrote that “It has become fashionable of late, indeed, too fashionable, to argue on behalf of the legalization of a dangerous substance in
America and, given recent polling, Arizona. That dangerous substance is marijuana. For
those who do still support keeping marijuana illegal, many are unfamiliar with or have
forgotten the arguments in favor of that position. And many others have simply been
cowed or overwhelmed with the propaganda of the promarijuana movement and industry.”
Please join us on April 15th to learn why almost every single
argument favoring the legalization of marijuana is simply not
true. We must say no. We must do it for our kids.

Join Us On April 15th!
11:00 a.m. Social
11:30 a.m. Program/
Lunch

Grayhawk Golf Club:
8620 East Thompson Peak
Parkway, The Fairway
House, Scottsdale

On the Menu:
Filet Mignon Chop Salad:
Seared beef tips, mixed
greens, blue cheese,
chopped egg, tomatoes,
avocado, bacon, crispy
onions, blue cheese
vinaigrette.
Fresh Berries

The cost of the luncheon is $25. Checks are preferred
One of our members is quite
the photographer! To find out
more about this photo, turn to
page 8.

Coffee/Iced Tea/Wine Bar

but credit cards are accepted. To make a reservation
for our luncheon, contact Edith Stock by email:
pvrwlunch@gmail.com, or call her at 480.298.7818 (cell). Please note that
reservations are REQUIRED. And a reservation MADE is a reservation PAID!

President’s Message
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Thoughts From The Saddle… by Joan Lang,
Palo Verde Republican Women President

Are we ready to shake things up?? to hear from other Presidential hopefuls like Marco
Rubio, Ted Cruz, Rand Paul and the rest of our RepubliWill you stand with Palo Verde as can field in the near future.
we move into the 2016 election
cycle and work to elect a Republi- We are going to have a BIG announcement at our April
can president?
meeting! All I will tell you now is to save the date of
February 6, 2016. Mark it on your calendars now...
We
will
be
Joan Lang, President
asked to volPlease be thinking about runof Palo Verde
unteer
for
ning for a Palo Verde Board poRepublican Women
many candisition for 2016-2017. Our nomidates, local and National, and we
nating committee is forming
will have to be on our game to
and will be on the hunt for new
help elect our future leader.
officers. It's loads of fun!
I went to the Chamber of ComWell, I'm off to the barn!!!
merce Leadership event which
sponsored Governor Scott WalkToday (4-4) is Lacey's 14th
er as its first speaker. I recombirthday… She's whinnying for
mend that we try and attend the Scott Walker speaking at the Arizona Chamber of
her carrot cake with cream
chamber’s leadership series Commerce Leadership Series luncheon held on March cheese icing!!
whenever a candidate is in town. 25th. See page three for additional photos and more
There were many people in information about the event.
attendance, but it felt intimate.
Republicans believe every day is the
Hugh Hewitt is the moderator for this series of events.
Scott Walker has an amazing story to tell. He is completely anti-Common Core, holds strong beliefs in free
enterprise and of course is pro Capitalism. He and his
family have suffered death threats and other really
terrible actions by our "peace loving" friends: the
Democrats. I thoroughly enjoyed the event and hope

Fourth of July, but the Democrats
believe every day is April 15.
President Ronald Reagan

Stop By the Jewelry Table in April!
Hello Ladies of Palo Verde! At our April meeting, be sure and take a look at the new
items that have arrived on our jewelry table. We have some lovely bracelets, earrings, chains, etc. We even have lovely hostess gifts—red and white cloth bags for
$5, patriotic pens for $2.50, visors for $5, flag tie tacs for men or use them on your
blouse/jacket collar. You would be surprised how many people ask "What is that on
your collar?” Then you can say you are a registered Republican ready for less spending and more stability for our country and around the world!

See you in April,

Dee Mancini

Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do!
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Scott Walker headlined an Arizona Chamber of Commerce leadership event held on
March 25th at the Phoenix Sheraton. The event was hosted by talk radio show host
Hugh Hewitt (KKNT/960 am The Patriot, weekdays from 3 pm until 6 pm). Arizona
Governor Doug Ducey provided opening remarks. Several members of Palo Verde RW
were in the audience of what was estimated to be more than 1000! The Chamber
states that this was the first in a series of luncheons to feature “prominent political
leaders from around the country who are considering a run for the White House.”
Special thanks to Bruce Linker for these fabulous photos!

A Million Thanks! We wanted to use a bit of space within this newsletter to
thank a couple of special ladies who deserve our accolades. First of all, a great big
thank you to Nancy Pryor (pictured at left). Each month, Nancy spends a considerable amount of time dreaming up and creating the extremely festive and fun table
decorations provided at each of our monthly meetings! And another huge thanks to
Allison Mary. Allison (Lincoln RW, as well as an associate member of our club) has
worked incredibly hard to secure donations from Senators John McCain and Jeff Flake,
plus Congressmen and women Rep. David Schweikert, Rep. Martha McSally, Rep.
Trent Franks, Rep. Paul Gosar and Rep. Matt Salmon to
enable the Arizona Federation of Republican Women
(AzFRW) to provide a hospitality suite at the National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW) conference taking
place in Phoenix in September! If you plan on attending
the NFRW conference, be sure to stop by the hospitality
suite for a bit of rest and relaxation. Again, thanks to both
Nancy and Allison. We appreciate your commitment to
our club and the entire federation of Republican Women!

Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do! (cont’d)

Approximately fifteen members of Palo Verde RW
attended the Women2Women event hosted by
Main Street Advocacy. The event, one of many in
a conversational series designed to connect with,
engage, and motivate female voters, gave
attendees an opportunity to meet and mingle
with congresswomen Rep. Martha McSally (AZ
CD8) and Rep. Renee Ellmers (NC CD2).
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A big thanks to Bruce Linker
for many of these fabulous
photos!

Oh, The Places We Go And The Things That We Do! (cont’d)
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Anita Rodriguez, Karen Garrett and Cheryl Pelletier attended Arrowhead RW’s luncheon and
fashion show on March 21st, held at the Briarwood Country Club in Sun City West. The clothes
were modeled by many of the club’s members
and were quite lovely! Former Arizona Attorney
General, Tom Horne, was on hand to entertain at
the piano. Photos courtesy of Anita and Karen!

Through Family Promise Emergency Family Shelters, Palo Verde RW sponsored a pizza party for the homeless on March
30th. Pictured here are the families who benefited from our donation, plus club members Karen Garrett (holding the
pizza box) and Joan Lang who helped to serve those seeking shelter from the streets. Photo submitted by Karen Garrett.

March Meeting Recap in Pictures
Former California congressman and current President and CEO of
Scottsdale-based The Joe Foss Institute, Frank Riggs, was our key note
speaker in March. Frank spoke to us about how his organization is
executing its mission to educate and instruct our young people on the principles of freedom which are sorely missing in the current educational curriculum that is placing great emphasis on the hard sciences. According to
Frank, his institute is stepping into the educational gap and investing in our
future leaders in a number of ways including through a program called
“Veterans Inspiring Patriotism” where trained Veteran volunteers visit
schools and share personal stories while also delivering educational
material covering history, civic, government and public service.
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March Meeting Recap in Pictures (cont’d)

Page 7

Community Outreach
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April Is Your Last Chance to Donate Purses for the Mother’s Day Shoebox Drive!
Karen Garrett/Caring for America Chair
Thank you for the Family Promise Pizza Party this past Monday (see
the photo of the party on page 5).
Also, our April luncheon is your last opportunity to donate your gently
used purses as well as purse fillers for the Shoebox Ministry Mother's
Day Purse Drive! We have collected over 50 purses and lots of jewelry,
makeup, hygiene items, etc.. Great job! Thanks again for all that you
do!

Karen

We are collecting gently used purses from
Palo Verde RW members. So far, we’ve
collected more than 50 purses. Thank you to
all of have made your contributions to this
worthy cause.

Wreaths Across America
Let’s Give Back to Those Who Truly Know That Freedom Isn’t
Free with 100 percent participation in Wreaths Across America.
Purchase wreaths at our monthly meetings or contact Michelle
Creveling by email at mcreveling@npxinc.com or by mail: 7199
E. Shea Blvd., Suite 109-103, Scottsdale, Arizona, 85254. Questions? Call Michelle at 480.528.4085.
Palo Verde RW honors special requests for out of town graves.

Our greatest
weakness lies in
giving up. The
most certain
way to succeed
is always to try
just one more
This is one of the reasons why we live in Arizona! Submitted by Palo Verde RW member
Verna Wangler, taken on the evening of March 13th: “These pictures were taken looking North
and Northeast near the corner of 77th Place and Von Karman Ave. I used my Samsung Galaxy 5
phone.” Truly spectacular Verna. Thank you so much for sharing!

time.
Thomas Edison

Leadership
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The ‘Doc Fix’ Is In, and You May Not Like the Long-Term Results
Dr. Nina Natoli/Leadership Chair
Recently Congress passed the Medicare Access and According to an article in Forbes magazine entitled “The
CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015 (H. R. 2) (also
Medicare ‘Doc Fix’ That Isn’t”, this recent attempt to
known as the Medicare Doc Fix). Doc Fix is the 400 solve the problem is just another short term Band-Aid.
billion dollar bipartisan package Speaker Boehner Writes Howard Gleckman, “It won’t fix the long-term
and Minority Leader Pelosi cobbled together which problem of how Medicare compensates doctors and
could increase debt by more than $400 billion
is unlikely to control program costs. And by relying
according to an estimate by the non-partisan

on a host of fiscal gimmicks and future promises, it

Commission for a Responsible Budget (CRFB).

will almost surely add far more to the nation’s debt

Should you be concerned about this plan? The

than advertised.”

Balanced Budget Act of 1997 set a cap on the

Real reform is needed to ensure seniors have access to

increase in Medicare’s

care and to ensure that Medicare

payments to doctors.

operates in a fiscally sustainable

Preventing cuts in payments

way. This type of reform is not an

to doctors has become

option but a necessity and it must

known as ‘doc fix’. To

be done correctly. Taxpayers will

contain the cost of Medi-

be burdened with heavy taxes or

care’s payments to doctors,

Medicare patients will suffer re-

Congress has periodically
overridden the Balance

Photo Credit: TheFiscalTimes.com, Retrieved 4//7/15

ductions in care as hospitals and
doctors have payments made to

Budget Act. In the past few years, Congress has

them cut. Medicare is deteriorating. Failure on the part

passed 17 bills to stop payment cuts from going

of Congress to act can threaten seniors’ access to care.

onto effect. As of March 31, 2015, Medicare pay-

Although the bill has passed the House, you can still conments to physicians will be reduced by 21 percent. tact your Congress person and let him or her know that
Physicians could stop accepting Medicare patients. this is not acceptable. And better yet, since it hasn’t yet
The Boehner/Pelosi bi-partisan plan would roughly passed the Senate, contact your senators and let them
include $210 billion in increased entitlements
know that we deserve real reform, and not just another
spending over 10 years, with only $70 billion being bill that continues to kick the can down the road.
offset with spending cuts elsewhere (i.e., $140 billion being added to the deficit). Structural changes
in Medicare spending would only partially pay for
this plan. Reforms would include a reduction in
Medicare benefits for the wealthy (i.e., increased
drug benefit premiums) along with a reform of
Medigap (Medicare Supplement Insurance sold by
private companies).

The nine most terrifying words in the
English language are: “I’m from the
government and I’m here to help.”
President Ronald Reagan

Featured New Member: Getting to Know Roberta Meluskey
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Roberta Meluskey: New Jersey’s Loss is Our Gain!
Are you married? Yes. I have been married to Alex

visited her during college breaks and whenever I

Meluskey—on July 1st 2015 it will be twenty wonder-

left I felt like I was leaving my real home where I

ful years.

was meant to be. We came to Arizona five years
ago to explore the state and to decide if we wanted

Children? Alex and I have two

to move here. Alex immediately

children. My oldest, Nicholas,

fell in love with the state and we

turned 18 in March. My young-

decided the timing was perfect to

est, Juliana, will be 16 in April.

make the move. Since our busi-

Any pets? A Siamese cat

ness enables us to work from anywhere in the country, we decided

named Romeo.

to leave New Jersey because of

Hobbies?

Hiking with my

the oppressive taxes and quality

family and friends, exercising,

of life.

watching all my daughter’s soc- The Meluskey’s from left to right: Juliana, Alex,
Roberta and Nicholas.
cer games and reading.

What makes you so interested in politics? I’ve always en-

Education/career:

joyed being informed about politics

B.S. in Accounting and Decision Sci-

on a local and national level. When

ences from Rider University.

our family moved to Arizona my husband became involved with the Fair

Finance manager at Ortho McNeil

Tax of Arizona and ultimately became

Pharmaceutical, a subsidiary of

the State Director. We joined the

Johnson and Johnson

Scottsdale Tea Party which was very

Sales Director for Mary Kay Cos-

receptive to the Fair Tax and met

metics

many wonderful people. Through that
group we were introduced to mem-

After 9/11, I decided to leave Mary

bers of Arizona Legislative District

Kay and work with my husband’s
business, Optimum Graphics, and
focus on raising our two children.

Where are you from originally? We are originally from New

(LD23) and decided to become PreRoberta and Alex Meluskey. Roberta’s
husband Alex has declared that he will
run against current Senator John McCain
in 2016 to hopefully become the next
senator from Arizona.

Jersey. We have lived in Arizona for four years.

cinct Committeemen. I now have the
great honor of supporting my husband in his campaign to run for U.S.
Senator of Arizona.
If you would like to be featured in a

What brought you to Arizona? I have always

future issue of The Patriot, please

loved Arizona. My sister, Lori Mollin, attended Arizona

contact Cheryl Pelletier. She’d love to

State University (ASU) and lived here for many years. I

talk with you!

Americanism

Notes on America
Carol Peters
"April showers bring May flowers" in many places but

not in the desert southwest. But we do have signs of
spring everywhere...hibernating animals (snakes!) are
coming out of their winter homes, birds are flying northward, in some areas of our country it is planting time
and professional baseball begins its season. Spring
cleaning, yard mowing, birds singing....yes, it is spring
here in the southwest.
The month of April has as its official flowers the Daisy
and the Sweet Pea and the diamond is its birthstone. Notable dates for April are:
4/1: April Fool's Day
4/3: Good Friday and Passover begins at sunset
4/5: Easter Sunday
4/11: Passover ends
4/15: Pay the government!
April historical dates include:
4/1/1960: Tiros I, the world's first weather satellite,
was launched from Cape Canaveral
4/3/1865: Union forces captured the Confederate capital of Richmond, Virginia

The American dream of
human progress through
freedom and equality of
opportunity in competitive
enterprise is still the most
revolutionary idea in the
world today. It is also the
most successful.
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4/4/1968: The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated
in Memphis, TN
4/6/1909: Robert Peary and Matthew Henson reached the
North Pole
4/8/1974: Hank Aaron hit his 715th home run, breaking
Babe Ruth's record
4/10/1925: "The Great Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald was
published
4/11/1945: American troops liberated the Buchenwald concentration camp in Germany
4/14/1865: John Wilkes Booth shot President Lincoln at
Ford's Theater in Washington D.C.
4/15/1892: The General Electric Company was established
4/18/1775: Paul Revere made his famous ride from Boston
to Lexington
4/19/1897: The first Boston Marathon was run
4/20/1912: Fenway Park, home of the Boston Red Sox,
opened
4/23/1914: Wrigley Field, home of the Chicago Cubs,
opened
4/25/1959: The St. Lawrence Seaway, linking the Atlantic
Ocean & the Great Lakes, opened
4/27/1887: Philadelphia surgeon George. T. Morton performed the first appendectomy
4/29/1945: American troops liberated the Dachau concentration camp in Germany
4/30/1975: The last Americans were evacuated from Saigon
as South Vietnam surrendered to the Vietcong

About The Patriot Newsletter
The Patriot is published for PVRW club members and interested friends. It is emailed in color or sent via the United States Postal Service in black and white. The Patriot is
distributed by the second week of each month with the
exception of July and August. If you wish to submit an
article, or provide content for this newsletter, please contact Cheryl Pelletier, Editor, at: 480.406.9227 (cell) or
email Cheryl at cheryl.pelletier34@yahoo.com.

Noteworthy! With Loralee DeSanto

President Ronald Reagan

as editor, in 2013 The Patriot was named

(Speaking at the Annual Meeting of the United
States Chamber of Commerce, April 26, 1982)

the best club newsletter by the National
Federation of Republican Women.

Club/Member Milestones & Awards
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Happy Birthday To Our Dear Members!

Members:
Barbara Braun, April 3
Marylou Crane, April 15
Geri Levin, April 14
Linda Longazel, April 10
Dr. Nina Natoli, April 20
Evelyn Nightingale, April 29
Barbara Pearse, April
Sherry Pearson, April 7
Beverly Price, April 30
Associate Members:
Randa Driver, April 2
Greg Heine, April 18
Gloria Morrissey, April 25

Palo Verde RW is pleased to announce our
NEWEST member:
Welcome to our family! We’re so glad to have you
as part of our club.
Kathy Littlefield

In 2014, Palo Verde RW was named
the Best Republican Club in the
state! We didn’t win it in 2015 but
we’ll try again next year!

A Proud Member Of NFRW: Palo Verde Republican Women
2014 PVRW Officers
Joan Lang

About Palo Verde

President
wandjlang@gmail.com

Republican Women

Roberta Heine
1st Vice President, Programs
bertagreg@cox.net

Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) was
chartered in January 1974 under the guidance

Judy Clouse

of Mrs. Joan Wood who became the club’s first

2nd Vice President, Membership
JCBuick58@yahoo.com

president. Most of the charter members had
been a part of Scottsdale Republican Women,

Jan Stephenson

one of the most active groups in the state of

3rd Vice President, Club Outreach
stephensonaz@cox.net

Arizona. The club eventually withdrew from

Sherry Gray

the National Federation of Republican Women

Treasurer/Budget
sbgray9999@yahoo.com

and member Joan Wood and others who

Edith Stock

wished to remain in the Federation formed
PVRW. From the beginning, PVRW maintained

Assistant Treasurer/Reservations
eulachris1893@gmail.com

a reputation as a vigorous and active club, and

Linda Stacey

has remained a powerful force within the Fed-

Secretary
llstacey@yahoo.com

eration to this day. We educate our members
through programs presented at our monthly
meetings (the third Wednesday of every
month—except July and August), through our
monthly newsletter (The Patriot), and by
attending AzFRW quarterly meetings.

Palo Verde Republican Women (PVRW) is a member of the
Arizona Federation of Republican Women (AzFRW) and the
National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW).
Annual PVRW dues are: $30 for Active Members; $25 for
Associate and Pachyderm Members.
http://www.nfrw.org/
https://azfrw.com/

2014 Palo Verde Republican Women Committee Chairs
Americanism/Chaplain

Carol Peters

Patriot Editor

Cheryl Pelletier

Arrangements/Hospitality

Nancy Pryor

Parliamentarian

Michelle Creveling

Award Hours

Nina Natoli

Patriot Assistant Editors

Marjorie Collins

Bylaws

Eileen Fiedler

Caring for America

Karen Garrett

Political Ed./Legislation

Paula Linker

Education

Open

Publicity

Marcia Thompson

Fundraising/Jewelry Sales

Dee Mancini

Roster

Linda Stacey

Community Service

Jan Stephenson

Voter Registration

Anita Rodriguez

Gold Mine

Marjorie Collins

Webmaster/Social Media

Cheryl Pelletier

Laura Bush

Colleen Goodrich

Roberta Heine
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Palo Verde Republican Women

Save the Dates! Our 2015 Program/Luncheon Schedule


January 21 Yvonne Cahill, Co-Chair of



ASU’s Center for Political Thought and Leadership




February 18 ASU Adjunct Law

Director of Compact for America (COP) will
discuss COP’s approach to convention of the
states.

Profes-

sor Charles A. James to speak on Federalism



July and August Summer break

March 18 Frank Riggs, President & CEO



September 16 To be announced



October 21 To be announced



November 18 To be announced



December 16 Our Annual

of Joe Foss Institute


June Nick Dranias, President & Executive

April 15 Debbie Moak, NotMyKid, and
Seth Liebsohn, radio host (9-11 PM, Monday thru
Friday, KKNT--960 AM, The Patriot) writer, editor,
policy, political, and communications expert.



May 20 Arizona State Senator Kelli Ward

Christmas Party

Follow Us On Twitter, Like Us On Facebook,
and Visit Our Website Regularly!
Women of Palo
Verde RW like to be
on the cutting edge.
We’ve created a
website, a Face Book
page, and a Twitter
account to help you
stay informed. Be
sure to like us on
Facebook, follow us
on Twitter, and
check our website
daily for the latest
news and commentary.

www.PaloVerdeRepublicanWomen.com

Follow us on Twitter. Our handle is
@PaloVerdeGOPWmn

Palo Verde Republican Women: Women Having Fun While Advancing the Conservative Cause.

